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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 

13  rig  on  Discipline  Society 


Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

Art.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
auxiliary  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this  So¬ 
ciety. 

Art.  5.  Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

Art.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Life. 

Art.  7.  Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Di¬ 
rector  for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  an¬ 
nually,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  Society.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom 
nine  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
as  may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  iNf  anagers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
week  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified  in 
the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the  pro- 
I  ceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Art.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  Member  as  shall  be  ap- 
poin'ed  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Art.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
the  Board. 

Art.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
Secretary. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc¬ 
tors  for  Life. 

Art.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  th;s  Constitution  except  by  the  Socie¬ 
ty,  at  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Fifth  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  upper  Vestry  of 
Park  Street  Church,  on  Thursday,  May  27,  1830. 

The  Rev.  William  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Cleveland,  read  his  Report,  and 
the  certificate  of  its  correctness,  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G. 
Lambert,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard.  The  Report  of  the  Treas¬ 
urer  was  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Socie¬ 
ty  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Church,  at  9  o’clock,  on  Friday  morning, 
to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  John  Tappan,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair;  and,  at  his  request,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jenks  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

An  abstract  of  the  Report  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury ,  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  of  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Beriah  Green,  of  Kcnncbunk,  Me.,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Prof.  Smith,  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Bangor, 

Resolved,  That  w^e  regard  the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  as  in  the 
highest  degree  promotive  of  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  Chaplain  of  the  Mass.  State  Pris¬ 
on,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  James  D.  Knowles,  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church,  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  not  a  forlorn 
hope. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Green  and  Curtis  addressed  the  meeting. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting 
their  Fifth  Annual  Report,  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  con¬ 
tinued  smiles  of  Providence.  At  the  same  time,  they  record,  with  sor¬ 
row  for  their  own  loss,  but  with  gratitude  for  what  they  believe  to  have 
been  his  gain,  the  death  of  their  venerable  President,  George  Bliss. 
He  occupied,  last  year,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  seat  which  you  now  occupy. 
By  his  spirit  of  counsel  and  wisdom,  as  well  as  by  his  bodily  presence, 
which  was  venerable  for  purity  and  age,  we  were  then  sustained.  But 
the  place  which  then  knew  him  will  know  him  no  more.  He  has  gone, 
never  to  return  and  visit  us  again.  He  has  gone  to  the  retributions  of 
eternity,  to  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  We  be¬ 
lieve  his  soul  is  in  heaven;  because,  while  on  earth,  he  was  esteemed  a 
just  man,  who  feared  God.  Few  men,  whom  we  have  known,  exhibit¬ 
ed  stronger  evidence,  in  person  and  life,  of  meekness  and  truth,  justice 
and  temperance,  repentance  and  faith.  We  think,  therefore,  that  it  may 
be  said  with  reference  to  him :  “  Blessed  arc  the  dead,  who  die  in  the 
Lord:”  “  Blessed  arc  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God.”  If 
we  live  to  his  age,  and  imitate  him  as  far  as  he  imitated  Christ;  if  we 
are  the  occasion  of  as  few  offences,  and  do  as  much  good ;  if  we  so  re¬ 
pent  of  our  sins,  and  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  hope  that  we, 
too,  shall  be  blessed  of  him  “  echo  gave  himself  for  us;”  “  icho  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood;”  who  was  “  sent  to  pro¬ 
claim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that 
arc  bound:”  “  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.” 

With  this  brief  introduction,  we  proceed  to  state 

The  Progress  of  the  Reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  Year. 

Sabbath  School  in  the  Maine  Prison. — A  Sabbath  School  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  the  State  Prison  at  Thomaston,  Maine.  The  Warden  of  the 
Prison,  in  a  letter  dated  April  20,  1830,  says :  “  The  Legislature,  at  the 
last  session,  appropriated  $75  to  purchase  books  for  its  use  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  an  addition  was  made  of  $50,  per  annum,  to  the  salary  of  the 
Chaplain,  who  is  required  to  attend  to  the  Sabbath  School.  The  success 
attending  it  is  apparent ;  the  convicts  become  more  industrious  and 
obedient :  and  I  am  in  hopes,  by  divine  assistance,  (without  which  all  our 
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efforts  will  be  ineffectual,)  that  a  different  result  than  formerly  will  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  morals  and  deportment  of  the  convicts.” 

New  Prison  in  Vermont. — The  Legislature  of  Vermont,  at  the  last 
session,  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  New  Prison  at  Windsor,  on  the 
general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  A 
letter  from  the  Warden,  dated  May  5,  says:  “The  New  Prison  was 
commenced  the  first  week  in  April.  It  will  contain  136  cells.  We 
shall  probably  have  the  walls  up  and  the  roof  on  the  present  season.” 
Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  an  agent  of  the  Prison  Dis¬ 
cipline  Society,  at  the  request  of  the  Warden  of  the  Prison,  visited  Mont¬ 
pelier,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Governor,  urged  the  importance  of  the  measure  upon  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  joint  meeting  in  the  Representa¬ 
tives’  chamber,  by  a  disclosure  of  many  appalling  facts  from  the  interi¬ 
or  of  Prisons,  showing  the  necessity,  in  all  such  establishments,  of  solita¬ 
ry  dormitories.  A  law  was  passed  within  a  fortnight,  with  almost  entire 
unanimity,  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Reform  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown ,  Mass. — In  Massachusetts,  the 
New  Prison  was  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  A  compe¬ 
tent  witness,  on  the  spot,  says,  a  greater  change  was  produced  in  the 
behavior  of  the  convicts,  in  a  few  weeks  after  they  entered  the  solitude 
of  the  New  Prison,  than  had  been  produced  by  the  combined  influence 
of  all  the  causes  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  it  during  the 
preceding  year  and  a  half. 

Soon  after  the  new  building  containing  the  dormitories  was  complet¬ 
ed,  a  small  building,  containing  an  apartment  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  Sabbath  School,  was  erected,  where  about  fifty  convicts  of  the  young¬ 
er  class  are  instructed,  on  the  Sabbath,  under  the  immediate  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  Chaplain. 

The  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  having  witnessed  the  progressive 
improvement  in  this  Institution,  authorized  the  erection  of  a  new  chap¬ 
el.  This  chapel  wras  commenced  in  April,  and  finished,  and  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  in  May.  It  is  a  very  convenient,  eco¬ 
nomical,  and  pleasant  place  of  worship. 

These  improvements  in  the  buildings  at  Charlestown  are  not  more 
worthy  of  notice  than  the  improvement  in  discipline.  This  will  be  ap¬ 
parent  from  a  brief  statement  of  facts  concerning  it,  arranged  according 
to  the  division  of  time.  From  the  locking  up  at  night  till  morning  light, 
all  the  convicts,  except  an  average  of  about  five  in  the  hospital,  are  in 
the  new  building,  in  separate  cells,  and  in  cells  so  arranged,  that  a  sen¬ 
tinel,  on  duty,  can  preserve  entire  silence  among  three  hundred.  The 
space  around  the  cells  being  open  from  the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front 
of  four  stories  of  cells,  in  a  building  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  furnish¬ 
es  a  perfect  sounding  gallery,  in  which  the  sentinel  is  placed,  who  can  • 
hear  a  whisper  from  the  most  distant  cell.  He  can  therefore  keep  si¬ 
lence  from  the  time  of  locking  up  at  night  to  the  time  of  unlocking  in 
the  morning,  which,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  makes  more  than  one 
half  of  all  the  time,  which  is  thus  secured  from  evil  communication 
From  the  time  of  unlocking  in  the  morning,  about  twelve  minutes  are 
occupied,  in  a  military  movement  of  the  convicts,  in  companies  of  thirty- 
eight,  with  an  officer  to  each  company,  in  perfect  silence,  to  their  various 
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places  of  labor.  At  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  it  is  found,  that 
there  is  a  place  for  every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  This  is  as 
true  of  the  officers  as  of  the  convicts.  If  an  officer  has  occasion  to  leave 
his  place,  the  system  requires  that  a  substitute  be  called.  If  a  convict 
has  occasion  to  leave  his  place,  there  is  a  token  provided  for  each  shop, 
or  for  a  given  number  of  men,  so  that  from  this  shop  or  number  only  one 
convict  can  leave  his  place  at  a  time.  The  consequence  is,  that,  with  the 
i  exception  of  those  who  have  the  tokens  in  their  hands,  any  officer  of  the 
Institution  may  be  certain  of  finding,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  a  place  for 
every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  There  is,  however,  a  class  of 
jmen,  consisting  of  ten  or  twelve,  called  runners  and  lumpers,  whose  du¬ 
ty  consists  in  moving  about  the  yard.  But  even  their  movements  are  in 
silence  and  order.  Consequently,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  the  convicts 
are  never  seen  moving  about  the  yard,  promiscuously,  or  assembled  in  lit¬ 
tle  groups,  in  some  hiding-places  of  mischief,  or  even  two  and  two  in 
common  conversation.  All  is  order  and  silence,  except  the  busy  hum 
of  industry,  during  the  hours  of  labor. 

The  hours  of  labor,  in  the  morning,  vary  a  little  with  the  season  of 
the  year,  but  amount  at  this  season  to  nearly  two  hours,  from  the  time 
of  unlocking  in  the  morning  till  breakfast.  When  the  hour  for  break¬ 
fast  comes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  convicts  are  all  seen  marching  in 
i  solid  and  silent  columns,  with  the  lock  step,  under  their  respective  offi- 
i  cers,  from  the  shops  to  the  cells.  On  their  way  to  the  cells,  they  pass 
the  cookery,  where  the  food,  having  been  made  ready,  is  handed  to  them, 
as  they  pass  along  ;  and  at  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  from  the 
time  of  ringing  the  bell  far  breakfast,  all  the  convicts  are  in  their  cells, 
eating  their  breakfast,  silently  and  alone.  One  officer  only  is  left  in 
charge,  to  preserve  silence  ;  and  the  others  are  as  free  from  solicitude  and 
care,  till  the  hour  for  labor  returns,  as  other  citizens. 

When  the  time  of  labor  again  returns,  which  is  at  the  end  of  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  whole  body  of  convicts  are 
i  again  seen  marching  as  before  to  their  places  of  labor.  On  their  way  to 
the  shops,  they  pass  through  the  chapel,  and  attend  prayers.  The  time  from 
breakfast  till  dinner  passes  away  like  the  time  for  labor  before  breakfast, 
all  the  convicts  being  found  in  their  places  industriously  employed,  in  si¬ 
lence.  The  time  assigned  for  dinner  is  filled  up  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  time  assigned  for  breakfast ;  and  the  time  for  labor  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  time  for  labor  in  the  morning;  and 
when  the  time  for  evening  prayers  has  come,  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
all  the  convicts,  and  all  the  officers  not  on  duty  elsewhere,  are  seen 
marching  to  the  chapel,  where  the  Chaplain  closes  the  day  with  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  After  which  the  convicts  march  with  perfect 
silence  and  order  to  their  cells,  taking  their  supper  as  they  pass  along 
In  about  five  and  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  of  leaving  their  labor, 
the  convicts  have  attended  prayers  in  the  chapel,  taken  their  supper, 
marched  to  their  cells  with  their  supper  in  their  hands,  and  are  safely 
locked  up  for  the  night.  This  is  the  history  of  a  day  at  Charlestown  ; 
and  the  history  of  a  day  is  the  history  of  a  year,  with  the  variations  which 
are  made,  on  the  Sabbath,  by  dispensing  with  the  hours  of  labor,  and  sub- 
I  stituting  the  hours  for  instruction  in  the  Sabbath  School,  and  the  hours 
for  public  worship. 
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We  offer  a  single  remark,  in  regard  to  this  statement,  concerning  the 
discipline  of  the  Prison  at  Charlestown.  It  is  the  Auburn  system  well 
introduced ;  and  what  has  been  done  at  Charlestown  can  be  done  else¬ 
where. 

If,  now,  the  present  Warden  shall  be  as  successful,  in  the  management 
of  the  Institution,  in  securing  favorable  pecuniary  results,  as  he  has  been 
in  introducing  the  new  discipline,  he  will  show  himself  to  be  an  invalua¬ 
ble  public  officer.  He  merits  and  receives  great  praise  for  what  he  has 
already  done. 

Asylum  for  poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. — In  Massachusetts,  there 
is  another  subject  of  no  less  congratulation  to  the  friends  of  this  Society, 
than  the  reform,  in  the  Prison,  at  Charlestown.  The  sufferings  of  poor 
and  imprisoned  Lunatics,  have  been  largely  dwelt  upon,  in  our  former 
reports.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  last  session,  appro¬ 
priated  §30,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hospital  for  this  class  of 
persons.  The  location  is  fixed  at  Worcester,  and  Commissioners  are 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  superintend  the  building.  It 
is  an  act  worthy  of  the  State,  to  make  such  provision  for  poor  and  im¬ 
prisoned  Lunatics,  after  having  previously  made  munificent  provision,  in 
the  Asylum  at  Charlestown,  for  those  who  are  able  to  support  themselves, 
or  whose  friends  are  able  to  support  them. 

Connecticut  State  Prison. — The  New  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
continues  to  sustain  the  high  character  given  to  it,  the  last  year,  in  the 
official  communications  of  the  State  authorities,  which  were  published 
in  our  last  Report.  As  an  example  of  neatness,  order,  quiet  industry, 
mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  faithful  instruction,  economy,  and  pro¬ 
ductive  labor,  it  stands,  at  least,  on  a  level  with  the  Prison  at  Auburn.  In 
one  respect,  it  was  without  a  parallel,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 
the  history  of  Prisons.  The  proceeds  of  labor,  of  an  average  number  of 
about  150  prisoners,  exceeded  the  whole  expense  of  their  support,  in¬ 
cluding  the  salary  of  the  officers,  by  the  sum  of  §5068  94. 

Juvenile  Di  Unguents  in  Connecticut.— There  is  a  movement,  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  behalf  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  as  it  should  be. 
The  Governor  has  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  and  the  ladies 
in  the  city  of  Hartford  and  in  Fairfield  county,  are  searching  for  this  class 
of  persons,  of  most  tender  age,  in  the  poor  houses,  and  providing  for  them 
suitable  care  and  instruction.  And  a  worthy  mechanic  in  New  Haven 
has  given  his  personal  attention,  for  three  or  four  years,  to  the  children 
in  the  poor-house  in  that  city.  He  formed  a  Sabbath  School  among 
them  ;  he  engaged  to  pay  fifty  dollars  annually  for  preaching  to  the  children 
and  adults;  he  did  what  he  could  to  procure  places  for  them  as  soon  as 
they  were  old  enough,  when  they  might  be  apprenticed.  The  number 
of  children  was  reduced,  from  nearly  forty,  to  six  or  eight,  and  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  town,  for  the  support  of  the  establishment,  from  nearly 
§4000,  annually,  to  a  little  more  than  §1000;  till  the  individual  spok¬ 
en  of  offered  to  be  one  of  three  to  take  the  establishment,  and  free  the 
town  from  all  charge  for  current  expenses.  Thus  an  individual  becomes, 
in  part,  a  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  a  city  contain¬ 
ing  nearly  10,000  inhabitants.  We  mention  these  circumstances,  as 
matter  of  encouragement  and  gratitude  to  the  friends  of  this  Society,  be¬ 
cause  this  individual  assured  an  Agent  of  this  Society,  that  he  was  firs' 
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led  to  reflection,  and  the  discharge  of  duty,  in  this  particular  way,  by 
an  address  which  he  heard  in  New  Haven  on  Prisons.  As  there  was 
no  large  Prison  in  New  Haven,  he  thought  he  would  do  all  the  good  he 
could,  in  the  most  wretched  place  he  could  find,  which  was  the  poor- 
house,  at  that  time  containing  nearly  130  inmates;  but  since  reduced 
to  about  70.  One  thing  he  did,  besides  attending  to  the  children  ;  he 
took  away  the  poor  Christians,  that  he  found  there,  and  provided  for 
them,  at  his  own  expense,  in  private  families;  and,  after  knowing  the 
blessedness  of  it  some  time  himself,  and  receiving  into  his  own  bosom 
an  hundred  fold  for  all  he  gave  away,  he  went  to  the  churches  to  which 
these  poor  Christians  belonged,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  receiving 
mercies  very  fast,  in  taking  the  poor  of  the  churches  out  of  the  poor- 
house,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  have  them  receive  a  part  of  the  mercies 
by  doing  a  part  of  the  duty  ;  but  if  they  were  unwilling,  he  was  willing  to 
have  his  measure  full,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and  running  over. 
Christian  friends,  this  is  not  fiction.  The  name  of  the  individual  will  be 
mentioned  when  he  is  dead.  If  we  approve  of  his  conduct,  let  us  imi¬ 
tate  his  example. 

Extension  of  the  New  System  of  Prison  Discipline,  to  Houses  of  Cor¬ 
rection. — There  is  still  another  movement,  in  Connecticut,  intimately 
connected  with  the  object  of  this  Society.  At  least  two  of  the  counties 
have  been  engaged  in  preparations  for  building  Houses  of  Correction, 
on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  where  intemperate 
persons,  vagabonds,  pilferers,  and  the  vicious  poor  generally,  may  be 
separated  from  one  another,  and  from  the  world,  restrained  from  vice, 
brought  under  wholesome  discipline  and  instruction,  and  made  to  sup¬ 
port  themselves.  The  Legislature,  in  1829,  authorized  a  tax  in  the 
county  of  Fairfield,  of  $10,000  for  this  object.  We  exceedingly  regret 
to  learn  that  the  Legislature  of  1830  repealed  the  act. 

Valuable  Establishment  on  Blackwell' s  Island. — On  Blackwell’s  Isl¬ 
and,  near  New  York,  the  city  is  erecting  an  establishment  on  the  same 
general  plan,  for  the  same  general  purpose.  It  was  in  contemplation  to 
build  not  more  than  270  or  280  separate  dormitories,  and,  in  other  ex¬ 
tensive  buildings,  to  throw  the  space  into  large  apartments,  as  in  the  old 
Alms-House,  where  fifty  or  sixty  obscene,  profane  and  corrupt  persons 
should  be  left  to  themselves  day  and  night.  But,  through  the  direct  in¬ 
fluence  of  this  Society,  the  original  plan  has  been  altered,  and  they  are 
now  proceeding  to  build  as  many  dormitories  as  they  expect  to  have 
vicious  poor  to  send  to  the  Island — a  measure  probably  of  more  conse- 

Iquence,  in  restraining  vice  and  preventing  sin,  than  any  other  one  effected 
by  this  Society’s  labors.  The  value  is  inestimable  of  separation,  solitude, 
silence,  order,  cleanliness,  industry,  and  instruction,  in  buildings  well 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  where  the  vicious  and  corrupt  part  of  such 
a  city’s  pauper  population,  amounting  to  nearly  two  thousand  souls,  may 
be  provided  for,  instead  of  having  them  crowded  together  in  an  ordinary 
poor-house.  It  is  valuable,  too,  not  merely  in  its  immediate  effects  up¬ 
on  the  city,  but  as  an  example  to  other  cities,  other  counties,  and  oth¬ 
er  states.  The  practical  and  observing  men  in  the  NewYork  Alms-House 
have  had  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  separate  dormitories  for  the 
vicious  poor,  in  the  effects  produced  on  the  female  convicts  now  under 
their  care,  from  the  old  State  Prison  at  Greenwich.  Any  person,  who 
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saw  them  as  they  were  before  their  removal,  in  their  crowded  night, 
rooms,  and  who  lias  seen  them  as  they  now  are,  and  marked  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  their  apartments,  in  regard  to  order,  neatness,  tranquillity,  and 
a  disposition  to  improve,  has  learned  a  lesson  of  great  value,  if  he  wishes 
to  do  good  to  the  vicious  poor.  This  example  is  not  unheeded  by  those 
who  have  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  extensive  establishment  on  Black¬ 
well’s  Island. 

Prospect  of  the  speedy  Downfall  of  Bridewell. — The  Bridewell  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  that  nuisance,  within  a  stone’s  cast  of  the  City  Hall, 
which  has  repeatedly  been  presented  as  a  nuisance,  by  grand  juries, 
and  which  we  have  endeavored,  from  year  to  year,  to  expose  to  public 
abhorrence,  is  at  last  likely  to  come  down.  A  letter  from  Alderman 
Burtis,  dated  May  4,  1830,  whose  cordial  co-operation  in  all  good  designs 
in  this  department  of  benevolence  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  says :  “  I  be¬ 
lieve  our  corporation  will  now  build  a  Bridewell.  The  committee  re¬ 
quested  my  plan.  Knowing  that  you  have  thought  much  on  the  subject, 
will  you  give  me  your  view  of  the  best  plan  ?”  His  request  has  been 
complied  with  ;  and  we  congratulate  all  who  abhor  sin  on  the  prospect 
of  a  new  Bridewell  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. — The  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  has  been  fin¬ 
ished  since  our  last  Report.  It  contains  eight  hundred  cells,  extensive 
shops,  a  convenient  cookery,  hospital,  and  chapel.  The  Legislature  of 
New  York,  at  the  last  session,  authorized  the  addition  of  two  hundred 
cells,  bv  adding  another  story  to  the  main  building;  thus  showing,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  Legislature,  that  the  number  of  solitary  cells  shall  be 
greater. 

But  there  are  difficulties,  in  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  with  Mr.  Lynds, 
the  principal  keeper.  The  statement  which  we  give  of  these  unpleasant 
difficulties  is  made  from  a  series  of  letters  written  by  Samuel  M.  Hop¬ 
kins  of  Albany,  one  of  the  three  commissioners  (George  Tibbits  of  Troy, 
and  Stephen  Allen  of  New  York,  being  the  other  two)  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  to  erect  this  Prison.  Mr.  Lynds  received  his  appointment 
from  them.  Mr.  Hopkins  writes  as  follows : 

“  A  year  or  two  since,  we  found  that  rumors  were  beginning  to  circulate  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sing  Sing,  relating  to  cruelty  to  convicts,  and  the  neglect  of  the  sick. 
The  case  first  brought  to  our  ears  was  that  of  a  man  whose  leg  was  shattered  by  a 
powder  blast,  and  who  was  said  to  have  been  left  without  surgical  aid,  until  the 
case  became  incurable  ;  and  that  the  man  died  in  consequence.  The  board  of 
commissioners  immediately  set  about  such  examinations  as  might  assure  us,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  the  most  secret  transactions  within  the  prison.  From  time  to  time, 
facts  came  out,  which  proved  neglect  or  misconduct  in  the  head  of  the  establish¬ 
ment,  and  of  which  our  board  thought  it  proper  to  note  their  unanimous  disapproba¬ 
tion,  by  formal  entries  made  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Lynds  gave 
no  sufficient  explanation  of  the  alleged  misconduct;  and,  in  the  course  of  last  fall,  I 
made  a  formal  motion,  in  our  board,  for  his  removal  from  the  place  of  Agent  and 
Keeper. 

Two  of  us  visited  the  prison  as  soon  as  the  river  was  navigable,  in  April,  and 
we  found  one  prisoner  with  a  foot  which  had  been  so  frozen  that  the  surgeon  then 
expected  that  amputation  would  be  necessary. 

In  the  latter  days  of  May  and  beginning  of  June,  I  was  again,  at  two  different 
times,  at  the  prison ;  once  with  another  of  the  commissioners,  and  once  alone.  It 
appeared  that,  since  our  former  visit,  Mr.  Lynds  had  dismissed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
rett,  the  Chaplain. 

Our  opinion  of  his  estimable  character  will  appear  from  the  annexed  papers. 
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On  the  16th  of  July,  we  had  another  meeting  at  the  prison,  and  further  testimo¬ 
ny  was  then  taken  on  the  subjects  under  inquiry.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  as¬ 
sistant  keepers,  had  made  a  deposition,  laying  sundry  facts  to  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Lynds.  In  the  course  of  it,  Mr.  Hitchcock  mentions  the  loud  outcry  and  clamor  of 
the  prisoners  for  food,  and  the  orders  given  to  punish  them  for  it,  and  other  instances 
of  personal  cruelty;  also  several  instances  of  supposed  incorrect  conduct  on  Mr. 
Lynds’  part  in  pecuniary  matters  ;  such  as  going  to  Auburn  on  private  business,  and 
charging  the  public  his  expenses;  putting  in  his  own  pocket  part  of  the  pay  of  one 
Treat,  a  guard;  defrauding  the  state  of  part  of  the  proceeds  of  some  rough  stone 
sold;  having  some  articles  of  household  furniture  made  at  the  prison  for  himself, 
without  accounting  for  it ;  taking  fuel  from  the  prison  stores  for  family  use;  and 
with  saying  that  he  obtained  double  pay  of  the  state  for  one  month’s  service  ;  and  as 
a  proof  of  want  of  veracity  in  Mr.  Lynds,  he  mentioned  a  misstatement  by  him  in 
i  relation  to  some  sheet-iron  bought  of  Messrs.  Corning  &  Norton. 

Our  resolution  regarding  Mr.  Barrett  was  handsome  and  respectful  towards  him. 
In  relation  to  Mr.  Hitchcock,  we  expressed  our  continued  confidence  in  him.  One 
object  of  the  resolution  expressing  continued  confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock,  was  to 
secure  him  from  removal  by  Mr.  Lynds;  and  it  was  mentioned  among  some  or  all 
of  us,  in  conversation,  that  since  Mr.  Barrett  was  gone,  we  still  felt  that  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  would  be  some  security  against  misgovernment,  or  to  that 
!  effect. 

Before  the  next  meeting,  we  learned  that  Mr.  Lynds  had  removed  Mr.  Hitch¬ 
cock  from  office.  Mr.  Hitchcock  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  man  of  great  personal  worth, 
and  perfect  fidelity  in  his  trust.  Mr.  Lynds  has  very  often  spoken  in  the  highest  terms 
of  him,  as  a  man,  an  officer,  and  a  mechanist.  I  consider  him  as  in  reality  sacrificed 
for  his  fidelity  in  giving  us  information,  which  we  made  it  his  duty  to  give. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  the  commissioners  again  met  at  the  prison.  We  began  to 
read  over  to  Mr.  Lynds  the  remarks  I  had  made  on  his  answer  to  Hitchcock’s  state¬ 
ment,  and  to  explain  the  defectiveness  of  his  answers;  and  also  attempted  to  obtain 
some  other  explanations.  This  investigation  was  cut  short  by  Mr.  Lynds’  refusal 
jto  answer  our  questions. 

Upon  this  state  of  things,  I  made  and  entered  upon  the  minutes  a  formal  motion 
for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lynds  from  the  agency  of  the  prison.  The  board  passed  a 
resolution,  postponing  the  decision  of  the  motion  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  refusal  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  answer  questions  important  to  the  prison  government 
appeared  to  me  to  be  an  open  renunciation  and  defiance  of  that  authority  which  the 
laws  had  confided  to  the  commissioners. 

We  of  this  commission  have  said  and  written  much  to  uphold  him  against  pow¬ 
erful  opposition.  This  statement  of  altered  views  regarding  him,  or  of  his  altered 
^conduct,  will  expose  me  to  many  severe  and  mortifying  remarks;  and  no  man  more 
than  myself  ought  to  wish  that  he  were  clear  of  all  suspicion. 

The  high  discipline  vdiich  such  an  institution  requires,  united  with  productive 
labor,  exact  accountability,  and  fidelity  to  the  public  interest,  necessarily  supposes 
the  agent  to  be  a  man  of  unquestionable  integrity ;  an  integrity  which  does  not  rest 
upon  the  evidence  of  formal  acquittals,  or  the  want  of  formal  proofs,  or  upon  eva¬ 
sions.  It  must  be  such  integrity  as  can  court,  encourage  and  aid  the  most  minute 
and  thorough  scrutiny. 

If  a  keeper  should  be  disposed  to  discourage,  or  overawe,  or  drive  away,  the  more 
decent  and  moral  of  his  officers,  and  appoint  men  of  loose  and  irregular  lives  to  of¬ 
fice  ;  commit  petty  peculations,  and  abuse  his  convicts ;  if  then  he  can  defy  or  evade 
the  scrutiny  of  inspection,  and  no  witness  can  be  had  but  his  corrupt  dependents;  I 
need  not  say  that  our  penitentiary  system  is  prostrated,  nor  that  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  regarding  this  branch  of  improvement,  are  most  unhappily  blasted. 

I  will  not  insinuate  against  Mr.  Lynds  what  I  am  willing  to  say  directly.  I  say, 
therefore,  that,  in  my  view,  the  testimony  and  facts  to  which  I  have  referred,  and 
his  manner  of  meeting  or  not  meeting  the  same,  raise  a  strong  presumption  in  my 
mind,  that  he  has  no  sufficient  defence  against  the  imputations.  Some  of  them  seem 
to  me  to  be  unanswerably  proved.  At  present,  my  confidence  in  him  is  impaired  or 
■lost.” 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Hopkins’  Reasons  for  removing  Mr.  Lynds. 

1“  I.  Because  his  order,  forbidding  thd  prisoners  to  complain  of  want  of  food  un¬ 
der  pain  of  punishment,  was  an  outrage  upon  humanity.  Under  the  operation  of 
this  order,  we  have  proof,  upon  the  oath  of  a  keeper  very  friendly  to  Mr.  Lynds,  of 
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a  meat  ration,  which  could  not,  by  the  description,  have  been  an  ounce,  and  many 
others  of  like  character. 

II.  Because  I  am  entirely  satisfied  from  the  evidence,  and  from  known  facts  and 
observation,  that,  while  that  order  was  enforced  in  its  rigor,  the  prisoners  were  ac¬ 
tually  kept  on  short  rations. 

In  April  last,  I  saw  the  convicts  bring  their  dishes  from  the  cells,  and  from  that 
moment  I  have  never  doubted  but  they  were  stinted.  The  wooden  dishes,  without 
exception,  were  scraped  clean,  even  to  whiteness,  and  in  hundreds  not  a  particle 
left. 

On  that  occasion,  a  person  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  supplies  made  me 
this  unsuspecting  and  undesigned  remark  ;  that  the  rations  were  then  enough  ;  that 
they  had  till  lately  been  much  less;  and,  in  answer  to  my  remark  about  the 
dishes,  said,  that  now  the  convicts  would  soon  Refilled  up,  and  then  the  dishes  would 
be  different. 

If  the  fact  of  want  was  otherwise  doubtful,  the  bitter  complaints  of  the  prisoners 
to  under  keepers,  during  the  time  of  the  prohibition,  would  be  the  highest  proof  of 
actual  want.  These  complaints  seem  peculiar  to  this  period ;  there  were  cases  of 
prisoners  manifestly  too  feeble  to  work,  and  of  some  who  did  double  work  on  having 
full  meals ;  others  eat  clay,  which  the  keepers  generally  spoke  of  in  connexion  with 
the  subject  of  rations. 

These  extraordinary  facts  induced  us  to  examine  the  provision  room,  and  we  found 
the  provisions  in  great  part  made  up  of  hogs’  heads,  and  of  shanks,  skirts  and  necks 
of  beef. 

III.  Because  the  case  of  the  assistant  keeper  and  overseer  of  the  rations,  Mr. 
Marshall,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  much  examination,  comes  in  addition  to, 
and  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  regarding  scarcity.  The  facts  are,  that  Marshall  re¬ 
ceived  considerable  presents  from  the  contractor,  during  this  time ;  that  Mr.  Lynds 
knew  of  some  of  the  presents,  and  received  some  himself;  that  he  intrusted  Mar¬ 
shall  alone  to  supply  the  daily  rations,  without  any  oversight  or  examination  what¬ 
ever;  that  the  offal  pork  was  received  a  fortnight  before  Marshall  informed  Mr. 
Lynds  of  it;  though  it  was  an  old  practice  to  receive  offal  beef  when  the  public 
paid  for  prime.  I  consider  this  inattention  to  the  wants  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
conduct  of  Marshall,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lynds,  as  amounting  to  gross  negligence  at 
least;  but  it  gives  strong  ground  to  suspect  more. 

It  shows  a  very  questionable  state  of  things,  when  both  the  principal  keeper  and 
the  overseer  of  rations  receive  valuable  presents  from  a  contractor,  who  is  not  in 
easy  circumstances  ;  when  the  presents  are  connected  in  time  with  urgent  and  dis¬ 
tressing  want;  the  want  with  loud  complaints ;  and  the  complaints  with  a  prohi¬ 
bition  by  the  principal  to  bring  them  to  his  ears  under  pain  of  punishment. 

IV.  Because,  during  this  time  of  severe  complaint,  an  account  is  made  up  against 
the  state  of  1200  or  1400  extra  rations.  This  account  has  been  drawn  for  by  Mr. 
Lynds,  without  any  sufficient  evidence  whatever,  that  any  extra  rations,  or  even  the 
regular  number,  were  furnished ;  and  I  verily  believe  it  to  be  fraud  upon  the  state. 
The  whole  charge  of  extra  rations  rests  upon  the  fidelity  of  Marshall  only ;  and 
thus  the  state  pays  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  prisoners  starve  cm  the  other  hand, 
upon  the  mere  allegation  of  a  keeper  who  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor. 

V.  Because  the  inconsistency  and  untruth  of  the  pretences  resorted  to  in  excuse 
give  the  strongest  grounds  to  apprehend  bad  faith.  The  clamors  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  winter  and  spring  are  accounted  for  by  saying  that  they  were  more  hungry 
in  cold  weather.  The  extra  rations  in  summer  are  said  to  be  necessary,  because 
the  days  are  long;  and  it  is  said,  if  the  prisoners  have  all  they  ask  for,  they  will  in¬ 
jure  their  health  by  eating  to  excess;  and  this  last  idea  Mr.  Lynds  took  much  pains 
to  impress  upon  us.  The  whole  is  unfounded  in  truth.  It  is  not  true  that  men  re¬ 
quire  extra  food  (beyond  our  constant  ration)  in  winter  because  it  is  cold,  and  in 
summer  because  the  days  are  long;  for  we  well  know  that  this  ration,  fairly  given, 
is  enough  in  summer  and  winter  for  the  average  of  men ;  it  proves  enough  in  other 
prisons ;  it  is  better  than  the  army  ration  ;  and  all  human  experience,  in  prisons  and 
out  of  them,  proves  that  laboring  men,  having  habitually  sufficient  food,  are  not  of¬ 
ten  made  sick  by  it.  The  present  state  of  this  prison  proves  the  same  unanswerably. 

VI.  Because  it  was  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty  in  Mr.  Lynds  to  receive  offal  beef 
from  year  to  year,  when  the  contract  was  for  prime.  The  difference  of  cost  is  a 
fraud  upon  the  state. 

VII.  There  are  many  matters  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  which  have  only  ap¬ 
peared  of  late,  and  which  show  him  to  be  a  different  man,  in  his  present  temper  and 
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conduct,  from  what  he  was,  and  unfit  to  govern  a  prison.  There  are  unanswerable 
instances  of  cruelty  to  prisoners ;  his  harsh  and  violent  speeches  regarding  them  are 
justly  offensive  to  public  feeling ;  he  has  given  orders  for  indiscriminate  punishment, 
which  might  therefore  reach  the  innocent,  as  in  the  case  of  his  effort  to  stop  the 
loud  and  universal  clamor  for  food :  his  conduct  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett  was  a  se¬ 
ries  of  insult,  and  is  the  second  instance  of  bad  temper  shown  to  an  excellent  pris¬ 
on  Chaplain.  Some  of  hi3  keepers,  engaged  of  late,  are  men  of  such  habits,  deport¬ 
ment  and  language,  as  unfit  them  for  the  important  duties  they  are  called  on  to  ex¬ 
ercise.  I  do  not,  indeed,  expect  the  keepers  to  be  teachers,  nor  do  I,  in  ordinary- 
cases,  expect  frequent  reformations;  but  nothing  in  the  keepers  should  appear  ad¬ 
verse  to  it.  The  whole  moral  aspect  of  the  prison  government  is  now  unhappy, 
and,  when  publicly  known,  will  be  disgraceful  to  the  state. 

VIII.  Because  I  am  dissatisfied  with  some  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  ol  Mr. 
Lynds.  One  of  his  first  acts  (after  the  law  was  passed)  was  to  increase  in  his  own 
favor  an  item  in  his  own  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  new  Prison ;  thus  compel¬ 
ling  us  to  begin  by  breaking  over  an  estimate  which  we  had  just  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  and  which  was  meant  to  be  made  with  great  caution.  His  own  sal¬ 
ary  had  been  reported  at  $2,000,  which  was  just  that  of  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court.  But  when  we  were  committed  to  go  on,  and  could  not  well  dispense  with 
his  services  without  the  loss  of  a  year,  he  suddenly  informed  us  that  he  expected 
house  rent  and  fuel  in  addition.  We  afterwards  compromised  the  allowance  of  fuel 
at  $100  a  year,  which  he  has  regularly  received.  Thus  we  submitted  to  the  ex¬ 
action,  and  are  estopped;  but  it  now  appears,  that,  since  that  time,  he  has  taken  con¬ 
siderable  quantities  of  coal  from  the  prison  to  his  house,  of  which  no  account  was 
made.  He  alleges  having  afterwards  paid  for  them  in  New  York,  but  produces  no 
proof,  nor  his  own  oath. 

Several  instances  of  small  peculations  have  been  charged  upon  Mr.  Lynds,  and 
denied  not  at  ail,  or  in  so  evasive  a  manner  as  to  give  rise  to  most  unpleasant  in¬ 
ferences.  One  of  the  keepers,  heretofore  discharged,  openly  charged  him  with 
crediting  the  state  but  about  half  the  proceeds  of  some  boat-loads  of  stone,  being 
soon  after  the  book  which  contained  the  account  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  was 
told  of  the  charge  at  the  time,  and  has  rested  under  the  imputation  without  the  least 
attempt  (so  far  as  appears)  to  refute  it.  Several  small  credits  without  date,  hut  of 
long  standing,  were  brought  into  the  foot  of  his  account  for  1323.  In  point  of  fact, 
we  had  heard  of  them  before  the  entries  were  made  ;  and  the  whole  had  too  much 
the  appearance  of  being  only  made  because  there  was  reason  to  suspect  that  we  had 
heard  of  them.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Lynds  has  met,  or  rather  avoided  meet¬ 
ing,  the  explicit  statements  made  against  him,  and  made  by  a  man  under  his  control, 
is  not  like  that  of  any  honest  man  I  ever  saw.  It  has  been  silence,  evasion  or  counter 
attack ;  and  not  in  one  instance  direct  and  open  denial  under  his  signature  or  oath,  nor 
producing  documents,  investigating  facts,  and  demanding  and  pursuing  full  inqui¬ 
ry,  which,  I  apprehend,  is  natural  to  one  who  is  conscious  of  innocence. 

IX.  Because  he  has  turned  out  of  office  Mr.  Hitchcock,  a  most  excellent  officer 
and  estimable  man,  and  one  whose  services  are  well  known  to  be  of  great  value  to 
the  public  ;  and  this  upon  a  personal  ground,  and  without  the  allegation  of  miscon¬ 
duct;  and  this,  too,  after  our  resolution  cn  the  minutes  of  July  had  recorded  our  con¬ 
tinued  confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock.  That  resolution  was  professedly  intended  to 
keep  him  in  place,  unless  there  should  be  just  and  special  cause  for  his  removal. 
And  in  my  own  judgment,  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  the  best  check  against 
irregularities  in  the  prison  government.  I  consider  the  removal  of  this  officer,  and 
the  reason  assigned,  that  Mr.  Lynds  could  ‘  suit  himself  better,’  as  an  open  defiance 
of  our  opinion,  and  a  contempt  of  the  authority  which  the  law  has  confided  to  us. 
He  added  verbally,  that,  if  not  agreeable  to  the  commissioners,  we  had  an  easy  rem¬ 
edy  ;  though  he  ordered  the  words  to  be  struck  out  of  his  written  answer. 

X.  Because  Mr.  Lynds  sets  himself  in  persevering  opposition  to  ail  effective  ex¬ 
amination  on  prison  affairs  by  the  commissioners,  which  is  also  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  intent  of  the  laws  as  shown  by  the  revision ;  not  that  Mr.  Lynds  avows  this 
opposition ;  though  he  really  makes  it,  and  has  openly  insisted  that  we  could  never 
learn  the  truth  if  he  chose  to  conceal  it. 

XI.  Because  we  have  unanimously  recorded  on  our  minutes  several  matters  of 
severe  reproof  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  and  several  matters  of  accusation  re¬ 
main  unanswered  by  him,  and,  by  a  resolution  of  July  meeting,  were  formally  post¬ 
poned  ;  and  now,  the  commissioners  having  met  in  August,  to  act  finally  upon  these 
subjects,  Mr.  Lynds  refuses  ail  expianation  whatever  This  refusal  is  an  insult, 
and  a  personal  humiliation.” 
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“  Having  presented  to  the  public  a  copy  of  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the 
agent,  I  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  question,  ‘  whether  those  charges  are  true, 
and  what  is  the  evidence  of  them.’ 

The  first  head  of  complaint  appearing  before  us  was,  that,  in  the  winter  and  spring 
of  1829,  the  prisoners  were  stinted  in  their  rations;  that  orders  were  given  to  sup¬ 
press  their  complaints  by  flogging,  but  without  any  examination  whether  the  com¬ 
plaints  were  reasonable  ;  that  at  this  time  the  under  keeper,  who  had  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions,  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor,  ami  that  the  agent  knew 
it;  that  on  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  they  turned  out  to  be  mostly  of¬ 
fal— heads,  shanks,  skirts,  and  hearts — and  that  it  was  then  discovered  to  be  an  old 
practice  of  the  agent  to  receive  such  provisions,  while  the  public  paid  for  prime  beef 
and  pork;  and  that,  during  this  time  of  want,  an  account  of  extra  rations  was 
run  up,  and  has  been  paid  from  the  state  treasury. 

The  ration  of  pork  is  |  of  a  pound  ;  that  of  beef,  a  pound,  and  both  prime.  The 
flour  and  meal  are  18  ounces  ;  besides  potatoes,  rye-coffee  and  molasses;  making 
the  prison  ration  much  better  than  that  of  the  United  States  army. 

Deposition  of  Charles  Yeo,  an  assistant  keeper.  ‘In  the  winter,  he  thought 
the  ration  scanty,  and  the  men  complained  of  hunger ;  has  seen  bones  with  lit¬ 
tle  meat  on  them  ;  has  seen  the  jaw-bones  and  the  kids  of  hogs;  the  men  would 
show  him  their  rations,  and  show  how  little  there  was.  Last  winter,  there  was  a  contin¬ 
uation  of  complaints.  Captain  Lynds  gave  a  public  order  in  church,  stating  that  he 
thought  that  they  had  enough,  and  that  if  any  more  complained,  he  would  punish 
them ;  has  heard  two  or  three  such  public  orders  given.’ 

Jeremiah  Price,  an  assistant  keeper.  1  As  to  quantity,  thinks  early  this  spring 
there  was  a  scarcity  ;  about  the  first  of  March,  the  men  complained  most ;  but  some 
in  the  winter,  and  some  now.’  [He  afterwards  named  some  of  his  men  who  grew 
poor,  &.C.] 

Abner  Joy.  [He  is  Mr.  Lynds’  favorite  witness.]  ‘  How  small  a  meat  ration, 
in  your  judgment,  have  you  ever  seen  dealt  out  to  a  working  convict?’  Answer. 

‘  I  have  known  them  hand  up  a  ration  to  the  door  to  me,  when  it  appeared  very 
small.  [Witness  takes  up  a  very  small  part  of  a  cake  of  Windsor  soap,  to  which  he 
compares  it,  saying  it  might  be  double  that  piece.]  And  as  several  complained  at 
the  same  time,  from  that  and  from  the  looks  of  the  piece,  he  believes  it  was  all  thus 
bad,  though  he  has  known  them  attempt  to  deceive  on  that  subject.  *  *  Depo¬ 

nent  says,  that,  looking  at  the  ration,  he  should  not,  on  his  own  judgment,  think  the 
ration  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  meaning  for  each  meal.’  [Meat  is  given  but 
twice  a  day.] 

Question.  ‘  Do  you  believe  your  men  have  ever  suffered  for  the  want  of  suffi¬ 
cient  food?’  Answer.  ‘Judging  from  appearances,  I  think  I  have  seen  them, 
when  at  work,  by  their  looks  and  actions,  faint  and  weary.  I  have  asked  such,  who 
answered  that  they  ‘  were  all  gone,’ — ‘  had  nothing  inside  of  them.’  Should 
not  have  trusted  their  words,  but  these  answers  came  from  faithful  men,  not  apt  to 
complain;  and  their  looks  and  actions  were  what  I  depended  on.’ 

Robert  Wiltsie,  the  deputy  keeper,  and  a  friend  and  relative  of  Mr.  Lynds. 

‘  About  the  middle  of  March,  there  were  great  complaints  among  the  convicts,  and 
the  keepers  talked  a  good  deal  about  the  rations.’  *  *  ‘  The  complaints  were,  I 

think,  to  some  extent  reasonable,  in  March  and  April.’  *  *  Says,  in  answer  to  a 

question,  that  ‘there  was  no  check,  to  my  knowledge,  by  which  it  could  be  told 
whether  Mr.  M.  did  or  did  not  give  the  full  ration.’ 

From  the  joint  deposition  of  W.  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Joy,  when  examined  face, 
to  face.  ‘  Mr.  Hitchcock  says  that  when  the  order  was  in  force  prohibiting  com¬ 
plaints,  the  convicts  would  jam  their  kids  upon  the  floor,  and  cry  out,  we  are  al¬ 
most  starved  to  death.  Cries  and  noises  like  this  were  frequent.  Mr.  Lynds 
called  the  keepers  together,  and  told  them  to  keep  upon  the  galleries  until  the  last 
door  was  locked,  and  see  if  they  could  not  catch  those  fellows.  ‘  If  you  can  get 
within  a  dozen  cells,  it  is  enough.  I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  for  one  as  not.’  ’ 

‘  Mr.  Joy  says  it  was,  ‘  I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  as  not,  to  slop  the  slamming  of 
the  kids.’  And  he  denies  the  part  which  says,  ‘  If  you  can  get  within  a  dozen,  it  is 
enough.’  ’ 

Though  he  ordered  punishment  for  complaining,  he  took  no  means  whatever 
to  ascertain  whether  their  complaints  were  well-founded  or  not.  The  deputy  keeper 
(quoted  above)  says  he  ‘  knew  of  no  check.’  Mr.  Lynds  expressly  stated  to  us  that 
he  ‘  knew  nothing  whether  the  ration  was  good  or  not,  but  trusted  wholly  to  M.’ 

S - M -  [the  assistant  keeper,  who  has  the  dealing  out  of  the  rations, 

and  the  superintendence  of  the  cooking  and  provision  department.]  ‘  Wilson  [the 
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contractor]  satisfies  the  deponent  for  his  extra  trouble  in  taking  care  of  his  provisions 
as  aforesaid,  and  in  sending  back  empty  barrels.  He  wrote  deponent  about  bis 
compensation  for  this  trouble.  Deponent  wrote  in  reply,  be  must  not  let  his  (depo¬ 
nent’s)  family  starve,  and  Mr.  Wilson  sent  deponent  a  barrel  of  flour,  a  barrel  ot 
pork,  and  $25  in  cash,  as  a  new  year’s  present ;  and  lias  since  sent  him  one  barrel 
and  a  half  of  flour.’ 

Thus  Mr.  M — — —  served  two  masters ;  the  state,  to  deal  out  provisions  to  de¬ 
fenceless  prisoners,  and  the  contractor  who  supplied  the  provisions;  but  be  served 
the  latter  under  the  special  condition  that  the  contractor  should  not  let  the  chief 
cook’s  family  starve.  The  piusoxers,  however,  under  this  arrangement,  do  starve 
and  clamor.  The  principal  keeper  knows  of  the  clamor ;  knows  of  the  chief  cook’s 
obligations  to  the  contractor ;  takes  care  not  to  know  whether  there  is  starvation  or 
not;  but  orders  the  prisoners  to  be  flogged  by  the  dozen  for  complaining. 

This  testimony  was  taken  openly,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lynds,  who  cross-ex¬ 
amined  such  of  the  witnesses  as  he  chose.  It  was  taken  about  ten  months  ago ;  and 
he  has  never  contradicted  or  explained  any  part  of  it. 

The  inspection  of  the  provision  room  was  made  by  Mr.  Tibbits,  Mr.  Allen  and 
myself,  personally.  The  general  result  is  recorded  in  our  minutes,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

*  It  also  appears,  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lynds,  the  agent,  and  M - ,  and 

from  an  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  made  by  the  commissioners  person¬ 
ally,  that,  instead  of  the  inspected  prime  beef  and  pork,  contracted  to  be  furnished 
by  the  contractor,  hogs’  heads  and  shoulders,  exclusively,  had  been  sent  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  separate  casks  ;  and  some  inspected  mess  pork  in  other  casks.  That  it  had 
been  left  to  Mr.  M - ,  as  the  provisions  were  used,  so  to  mix  the  heads  and  shoul¬ 

ders  with  the  mess  pork  as  to  make  the  rations  equal  to  prime  pork. 

That  M - was  ordered  by  the  agent  to  make  of  this  mixture  rations  equal  to 

prime  pork,  which  M - ■  says  he  did ;  but  of  which  it  appears  that  the 

CONVICTS,  NOT  WITHOUT  REASON,  COMPLAINED,  AS  WELL  OF  QUANTITY  AS 

quality.’  [This  order  then  goes  on  to  rehearse  the  affair  of  the  present;  orders 
the  chief  cook  to  be  removed  from  that  place ;  and  directs  that,  in  future,  none  but 
inspected  prime  provisions  be  received.] 

From  the  chief  cook’s  deposition.  ‘  The  beef  has  been  more  generally  rough  or 
shin  beef  than  prime,  ever  since  deponent  has  been  in  the  kitchen,  which  was 
two  years  the  4th  of  December  last.  *  *  This  kind  of  beef  is  the  shanks,  which 
are  split  and  the  shin  bone  taken  out ;  other  kinds  of  rough  beef  are  the  cheeks, 
heads,  and  skirts  and  necks.  The  necks  have  the  bone  in,  and  when  the  necks  are 
used,  the  orders  of  Captain  Lynds  were  to  use  six  barrels  instead  of  five,  and  deponent 
used  them  accordingly  ;  that  is,  he  ordered  deponent  to  use  enough  to  make  out  the 
ration,  and  this  was  the  way  deponent  did  it.  We  could  only  come  at  this  by  gues3.’ 

From  the  deposition  of  the  same.  ‘When  did  Mr.  Lynds  first  give  these 
orders  respecting  the^ rough  beef,  and  making  up  the  quantity  good?’  Answer. 

‘  Always  he  has  told  deponent  so,  perhaps  twenty  times.  It  has  been  the  rule  as 
long  as  deponent  has  known  the  kitchen.  *  *  Mr.  Lynds  ordered  the  men  not 
to  complain  for  want  of  food,  as  he  was  satisfied,’  &c; 

From  the  deposition  of  Robert  Wiltsie,  the  deputy  keeper.  ‘  Don’t  remember 
whether  any  regularly  inspected  prime  or  other  beef  has  been  here  since  I  came.’ 

Early  in  the  season  of  1829,  and  soon  after  we  had  begun  to  examine  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  scarcity,  Mr.  Lynds  presented  a  bill  to  be  allowed  in  favor  of  the  contract¬ 
or,  for  $103  75,  for  extra  rations,  from  the  1st  of  Nov.  to  the  1st  of  May.  To  this 
I  observed,  that  ‘  that  bill  could  not  be  allowed  by  my  vote  until  I  was  satisfied 
that  even  the  regular  ration  had  been  delivered.’ 

From  the  contractor’s  accounts,  Mr.  Tibbits  went  into  an  elaborate  calculation  to 
see  whether  all  the  provisions  alleged  to  be  delivered,  with  every  possible  allow¬ 
ance  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  would  make  out  the  number  of  rations  paid  for. 
The  result  is,  that  in  no  possible  way  can  the  amount  of  rations  be  made  out.  Mr. 
Tibbits  makes  the  deficiency  upwards  of  16,000  rations. 

All  this  while,  that  is,  during  tills  starvation,  and  outcry,  and  feeding  the  prison-  . 
ers  with  houghs  and  bones,  and  the  cook  with  niceties,  an  account  for  extra  rations 
has  been  running  up  against  the  public,  and  has  been  paid,  and  can  he  seen  at  the 
comptroller’s  office. 

This  last,  indeed  the  whole,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 

What  refuge  or  redress  is  there  for  the  mangled,  sick,  or  starving  prisoner,  when 
he  is  held  to  his  task,  and  then  lashed,  when  he  cries  out  from  weakness  and  hun¬ 
ger  ?  I  know  he  is  a  felon ;  but  is  he  not  also  a  human  being  ?” 
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Letter  of  Mr.  Tibbits,  another  Commissioner,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Senate. 

“  By  examining  the  testimony  of  M.,  the  cook,  and  particularly  that  of  Wiltsie, 
th  deputy  keeper,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  W.,  the  contractor,  there  can  no  douht 
re1  n  ;n  on  your  minds,  as  there  was  none  on  the  minds  of  the  commissioners,  but 
th.it,  instead  of  the  prime  beef  and  pork  contracted  to  be  delivered  for  the  rations  of 
t"  j  convicts,  they  were  for  a  long  time  furnished  with  offal  beef,  necks,  salted 
ear  ts,  and  skirts,  and  shins ;  and  at  last,  during  the  time  stated  in  the  ration  mem¬ 
orandum  which  I  gave  you,  with  offal  pork,  hogs’  heads,  &c.,  taken  in,  also,  at  the 
weight  marked  on  the  barrels  by  the  contractor,  and  all  this  done  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  agent,  Mr.  Lynds.  And  when,  again,  you  look  over  the  ration 
memorandum,  you  must  conclude,  also,  that  there  could  be  no  such  thing  done  as 
that  of  making  up  for  quality,  by  enlarging  the  quantity  from  five  to  six  barrels. 
Having  arrived  at  these  conclusions,  as  we  did,  you  will  probably  he  satisfied  that 
the  loud  complaints  of  the  convicts  were  not  without  good  cause,  and  that  money 
must  have  been  made  out  of  it  by  somebody ;  really  spunged  out  of  the  convicts. 

If  our  propositions  for  ration  contracts  had  been  for  such  offal  provisions,  they 
would  probably  have  agreed  to  furnish  them  for  less,  by  at  least  one  and  a  half  cent 
per  ration ;  and  with  a  view  to  get  them  for  less,  we  advertised  that  prime  or  shin 
beef  would  be  taken,  as  you  will  see  by  our  minute  book,  last  fall ;  but  which  was 
soon  after  rescinded  from  the  uncertainty  which  there  would  be  of  quantity  and 
quality  ;  shin  beef  not  being  an  article  which  would  be  passed  by  an  inspector ; 
and  the  contract  was  made  for  prime  inspected  beef  and  pork,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Lynds  insisted  most  strenuously  that  the  deduction  of  2J  per  cent,  with  the 
old  contractor,  W.,  ought  not  to  be  made,  saying  that  the  convicts  had  their  full  ra¬ 
tions.  We  thought  they  most  certainly  had  not  had  them  ;  and  there  was  no  evi¬ 
dence  but  M.’s  to  show  that  they  had  them  ;  and  you  will  see  by  his  testimony,  that 
his  mode  of  making  up  the  daily  rations  -was  to  take  two  of  W.’s  barrels,  at  the  weight 
marked  on  them,  and  then  to  weigh  as  much  out  of  another  as  made  up  the  rations 
of  the  day.  Now,  we  all  know  that  barrel  beef  always  falls  short,  after  laying  a 
short  time  in  salt ;  and  this,  no  douht,  did  also.  The  2^  per  cent,  ought,  therefore,  as 
well  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  from  principle,  to  be  deducted ;  and  if  it  had 
been  inspected,  even  then  should  be  deducted. 

Now,  as  money  must  have  been  made  out  of  this  thing  by  somebody,  you  can 
judge,  as  well  as  we  can,  whose  pockets  it  went  into;  and,  as  well  as  we,  can  tell 
whether  Mr.  Lynds  did  right  or  wrong  in  taking  the  wood,  coal,  &.C.,  after  our  ex¬ 
press  order  not  to  do  it ;  and  as  Mr.  Lynds,  for  the  reasons  which  I  verbally  stated 
to  you,  has  always  been  as  much  the  man  of  the  Legislature  as  that  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners,  it  is  as  competent  for  you,  and  I  thought  more  so,  to  determine  what  should 
or  ought  to  be  done  in  the  premises  further  about  it. 

As  the  minutes  of  the  testimony  wrere  then  taken  down  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  it  may 
he  proper  for  me  to  say  they  were  taken  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  utmost  fair¬ 
ness  ;  read  over  to  them  ;  given  to  them  to  examine  and  alter  if  they  thought  prop¬ 
er.  I  have,  moreover,  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  purity  of  his  motives  and  inten¬ 
tions,  in  all  he  has  done  or  said  in  this  very  unpleasant  matter. 

Respectfully,  & c. 

Albany,  9th  March,  1830.  GEORGE  TIBBITS.” 

“  Mr.  Allen’s  views,  in  most  particulars  agreeing  with  Mr.  Tibbits  and  myself,  are 
recorded  on  the  minutes  of  our  board. 

The  revised  statutes,  since  they  defined  our  powers,  have  ordained,  (as  we  had 
before  practised,)  that  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  examine  into  ‘  all 
matters  connected  with  the  government,  discipline  and  police  of  the  prison.’ 

In  a  public  expose  of  the  nature  of  this  examination,  we  declared  it  to  be  the  du¬ 
ty  of  every  officer  to  give  all  the  information  in  his  power.  Some  complied  with 
this. 

Among  those  who,  in  express  compliance  with  these  requirements  of  duty,  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  us  information,  wrere  the  worthy  Mr.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Hitchcock, 
one  of  the  most  experienced  of  the  assistant  keepers,  an  estimable  man,  an  excel¬ 
lent  disciplinarian,  and  an  admirable  mechanic  and  mechanical  inventor.  Mr.  Bar¬ 
rett  is  the  man  whose  benevolence  and  remarkable  success  in  teaching  prisoners  to 
read,  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  is  known  to  many  readers. 

Through  these  two  persons  chiefly,  we  were  put  upon  the  track  of  examination, 
which  resulted  in  discovering  the  scandalous  frauds  in  the  prison  rations,  heretofore 
explained.  As  these  and  other  abuses  became  more  apparent,  especially  in  1829, 
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the  commissioners,  all  three,  openly  recorded  in  the  minutes  their  disapprobation  of 
them,  and  took  order  for  their  correction.  But  the  hostility  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  those 
men  became  more  apparent,  though  he  did  not  deny  nor  controvert  their  facts ; 
and  though  he  fled  from  some  of  the  examinations.  At  length,  taking  occasion  from 
some  expression  of  the  Chaplain,  supposed  to  be  exceptionable,  he  seized,  shook  and 
abused  him,  and  drove  him  from  the  Prison.  When  afterwards,  the  commissioners, 
fearing  the  removal  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  also,  recorded  in  the  minutes  their  continu¬ 
ed  confidence  in  him,  and  that  they  should  regret  seeing  him  removed,  Mr.  Lynds 
sent  him  away  also.  When  we  attempted  to  take  Mr.  Lynds ’  own  examination 
and  statement,  he  refused  to  answer  whether  Hitchcock  was  guilty  of  any  fault, 
and  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  like  his  removal,  we  might  take  our  remedy.  We  at¬ 
tempted  to  get  answers  to  other  questions,  but  Mr.  Lynds  refused  to  give  them.” 

Facts  and  Inferences. 

“  1.  Mr.  Lynds  has  successfully  maintained  the  principle  that  he  will  not  answer 
questions  regarding  his  official  conduct,  which  were  first  put  by  the  lawful  author¬ 
ity  of  the  commissioners,  and  are  now  required  by  law. 

2.  He  has  likewise  maintained  the  principle  that  he  will  dismiss  from  the  Prison 
officers  of  unimpeachable  conduct,  and  of  great  value  to  the  public,  if  they  give 
such  information  as  the  inspectors  require. 

3.  The  result  of  these  several  propositions  is,  that,  as  Mr.  Lynds  will  answer  no 
questions  himself,  nor  suffer  any  others  to  answer  them,  if  disagreeable  to  him,  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  600  prisoners,  and  the  offices  of  more  than  30  keepers  and  guards, 
and  contracts  for  a  great  amount  of  public  money,  are  under  his  absolute  control, 
unchecked,  and  incapable  of  being  checked. 

4.  His  conduct  is  virtually  usurpation  of  a  power  which  is  of  all  powers  the 
most  despotic  known  among  us.  It  is  a  usurpation,  because  it  is  held  in  defiance  of 
the  checks  without  which  it  certainly  would  never  have  been  granted.” 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  Difficulties  in 
the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing. 

c:  In  relation  to  the  document  addressed  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  it 
charges  the  keeper  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  mal-practices  of  an  aggravated 
character,  among  which  are  a  connivance  with  the  contractor  to  stint  the  allowance 
of  provision  to  the  convicts  ;  want  of  vigilance  to  insure  attendance,  care  and  com¬ 
fort  to  the  sick  and  maimed  ;  in  suffering  petty  officers  to  inflict  upon  convicts  se¬ 
vere  and  unmerited  punishment  for  offences.  He  is  also  charged  with  the  embez¬ 
zlement  of  public  property. 

Charges  of  this  serious  character,  made  by  an  officer  to  whom  was  confided  an 
important  trust,  against  another  officer  holding  a  station  equally  responsible,  and 
one,  too,  who  has  heretofore  acquired  for  himself,  and  for  the  institution  over  which 
he  presides,  a  high  degree  of  reputation  and  public  favor,  demand  from  the  commit¬ 
tee  a  grave,  a  careful,  and  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  committee  have  bestowed  as  much  time  upon  this  subject  as  their  numerous 
legislative  duties  would  permit.  They  have  examined  the  records  of  the  building 
commissioners  and  inspectors,  as  well  as  the  voluminous  documents  submitted  to 
them  by  the  inspectors,  relating  to  this  subject,  a  part  of  wh  ich  consists  of  exami¬ 
nations  of  persons  connected  with  the  Prison,  under  oath,  and  in  favor  of 
the  keeper,  against  whom  their  accusations  were  made.  The  remainder 
consists  of  like  testimony  taken  ex  parte,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
keeper,  and  with  an  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectors  that  it  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  confidential,  and  not  to  be  disclosed  except  to  the  Legislature. 

They  have  also  examined  the  inspector  who  prefers  the  charges,  and  his  two  as¬ 
sociates,  Messrs.  Allen  and  Tibbits ;  and  they  have  afforded  Mr.  Lynds  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  explain  and  refute  the  charges. 

Although  no  witnesses  have  been  examined  under  oath,  yet  the  investigation 
thus  conducted  has  dispelled  some  of  the  most  aggravated  charges,  and  greatly 
weakened  others. 

Still  the  committee  do  not  possess  the  information  which  would  justify  them  in 
exculpating  entirely,  or  in  convicting  the  keeper ;  and  their  inquiries  have  brought 
them  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  ought  not,  in  justice  to  themselves,  to  the  public, 
and  to  the  party  concerned,  to  make  their  final  report  until  they  shall  have  asked 
permission  to  repair  to  the  Prison,  to  re-examine  openly  some  of  the  wit- 
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NESSES  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  SECRETLY  EXAMINED  BY  THE  INSPECTORS,  aild 
take  other  testimony. 

This  can  only  be  done  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  ought,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  made  at  the  Prison  where  the  witnesses  are  station¬ 
ed,  and  confined  by  official  duties. 

Your  committee  have  been  prevented  from  repairing  to  the  Prison  during  the 
session,  from  the  difficulty  of  a  winter  journey,  and  from  the  still  more  insuperable 
difficulty  arising  from  their  legislative  duties.  It  is  known  to  the  Senate,  that  two 
members  of  the  committee  are  each  at  the  head  of  highly  important  committees, 
involving  arduous  and  laborious  duties,  growing  daily  more  arduous  as  the  session 
advances  to  its  termination,  so  that  the  committee  have  not  found  time  enough  at 
their  disposal  to  make  this  journey  and  investigation,  even  since  the  former  has  be¬ 
come  easy  and  short  by  the  opening  of  the  Hudson.” 

New  Female  Penitentiary  in  N.  Y. — The  commissioners  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  building  a  Female  Peni¬ 
tentiary  in  the  State  of  New  York,  have  submitted  a  plan  of  building, 
estimate  of  expense,  &c.,  to  the  Legislature,  and  recommended  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  it,  either  at  Utica  or  Troy.  A  committee  of  the  Legislature 
has  fully  concurred  with  the  commissioners,  and  with  the  late  Governor 
Clinton,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  such  an  institution,  and  say,  in 
their  report  of  the  2d  of  March,  1830,  “  The  system  which  the  commit¬ 
tee  recommend  is,  that  the  females  should  be  kept  in  separate  apart¬ 
ments,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  present  mode  adopted  with  males, 
placed  under  the  care  of  matrons,  and  rigidly  excluded  from  each  oth¬ 
er.”  In  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  they  leave  the  location  to 
the  commissioners,  directing  only  that  it  shall  be  in  one  of  the  cities  of 
the  State,  or  in  the  village  of  Utica.  The  Legislature  postponed  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  session,  though  the  com¬ 
mittee  say,  in  their  report,  that  the  plan  of  providing  (i.  e.  ultimately) 
such  a  Penitentiary  has  already  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 

Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. — The  Prison  at  Auburn  maintains  the  same 
general  character  which  it  has  sustained  for  a  course  of  years.  It  con¬ 
tinues  to  be,  as  it  was  five  years  ago,  a  specimen  of  neatness  from  the 
gate  to  the  sewer.  In  this  respect,  it  furnishes  a  good  lesson  to  many 
private  families.  Combinations  in  villany,  and  communications  of  evil 
are  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  wholly,  prevented.  Silence,  industry  and  or¬ 
der  reign  throughout  the  establishment.  The  health,  among  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  more  than  six  hundred  within  the  walls,  is  about  equal  to  that  of 
the  most  favored  country  villages  in  New  England,  and  greater  than  that 
of  the  city  of  Boston  ;  the  deaths  in  the  last  six  years  having  been  one 
in  seventy-one,  and  during  the  last  year,  less  than  one  in  one  hundred. 
The  cases  of  sickness  in  the  hospital  have  been  on  an  average  six  near¬ 
ly,  or  about  one  in  one  hundred.  The  moral  influence  is  good,  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  public  worship,  the  Sabbath  School,  the  reading 
and  study  of  the  Bible,  the  solitude,  the  private  admonition,  the  absence 
of  temptation,  the  mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  and  the  daily  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  God  ;  which  is  proved  by  numerous  cases  of  reforma¬ 
tion,  and,  comparatively,  few  cases  of  re-committal.  The  well  authenti¬ 
cated  cases  of  reformation  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty,  and 
the  re-committals  are  less  than  one  in  twelve.  The  Legislature  is  so  far  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  faithful  and  systematic  religious  instruc¬ 
tion,  by  a  resident  Chaplain,  as  to  grant  this  officer,  at  the  last  session,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  in  addition  to  the  pay  which  lie  before 
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received  from  the  state.  The  earning  of  the  convicts,  daring  the  year 
ending  Oct.  31,  1829,  amounted  to  $39,933  45  ;  the  expenses,  includ¬ 
ing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  to  $34,070  85 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 
the  institution  of  $5,862  60. 

Such  is  the  condition,  on  the  whole,  of  this  Prison,  that  those  who 
hear  much  of  it,  and  afterwards  visit  it,  go  away  and  say  the  half 
was  not  told  them  ;  and  thousands  visit  it,  from  America  and  Europe,  as 
a  model  for  imitation. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  Prison,  dated  May  29, 
1830,  is  deemed  worthy  of  insertion  entire  : — 

“  I  have  now  spent  two  years  among  the  convicts  in  this  Prison.  I  review  the 
period  with  deep  emotion.  I  think  it  has  been  the  most  useful,  certainly  the  hap¬ 
piest,  portion  of  my  life.  They  who  have  asked  me,  ‘  How  can  you  immure  your¬ 
self  in  so  dreary  a  place,  and  among  such  a  class  of  men  ?’  have  yet  to  learn  what 
is  the  richest  luxury  that  a  benevolent  heart  can  enjoy.  If  left  to  my  choice,  no  earthly 
consideration  would  tempt  me  to  leave  this  for  any  other  field  of  labor  on  earth. 

The  ordinary  religious  services  have  been  regularly  performed.  To  the  preach¬ 
ing  on  the  Sabbath  the  convicts  have  uniformly  listened  with  fixed  attention,  and 
often  with  deep  and  overwhelming  emotion.  The  services  are  always  character¬ 
ized  by  perfect  order  and  apparent  solemnity.  It  has  been  the  common  remark 
of  casual  visitors,  as  well  as  others,  that  they  never  witnessed  an  equal  degree  of 
attention,  and  apparent  seriousness  and  interest,  in  any  other  congregation. 

From  the  chapel,  I  have  followed  them,  in  the  afternoon,  to  their  solitary  cells, 
and  there,  in  the  best  possible  circumstances  for  producing  effect,  have  pressed 
home  upon  their  consciences,  individually,  the  truths  which  they  had  heard  in  the 
public  assembly,  in  such  manner  as  I  conceived  to  be  best  adapted  to  their  different 
capacities  and  states  of  feeling.  In  these  visits,  I  have  often  witnessed  the  power 
of  truth,  in  making  the  stoutest  heart,  the  heart  that  could  he  approached  in  no  oth¬ 
er  circumstances,  to  tremble.  This  I  regard  as  the  most  important  part  of  my  duty, 
and  that  which  has  been  most  evidently  accompanied  by  the  blessing  of  God.  The 
truths  of  the  Bible,  applied  closely  to  the  conscience,  have  generally  produced  a 
visible  effect  upon  their  feelings,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  have  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,  exerted  a  transforming  influence  upon  their  hearts.  I  have  found  the  men 
readily  accessible,  almost  without  exception ;  softened  in  their  feelings ;  willing  and 
glad  to  converse  upon  the  subject  of  religion ;  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  radi¬ 
cal  change  in  their  osvn  hearts;  and  often  powerfully  awakened  to  the  immediate 
obligation  of  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  gospel.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  hear  them  express  their  surprise,  that  they  never  thought  of  these  things  before, 
and  their  gratitude  that  they  have  been  arrested  and  brought  into  a  place  where 
they  are  taught  them,  and  where  they  cannot  but  think  of  them.  In  this  labor,  I 
have  been  assisted  by  the  use  of  Tracts,  which  the  keeper  has  kindly  given  me 
permission  to  put  into  their  hands  on  the  Sabbath,  and  which,  by  a  suitable  selection 
and  adaptation  to  particular  cases,  have  not  unfrequently  proved  to  be  efficient  co- 
workers  in  producing  and  strengthening  salutary  impressions  upon  their  minds. 

The  profound  and  impressive  stillness,  with  which  the  daily  evening  devotions  in 
the  wing  have  been  uniformly  attended,  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  convicts’  inter¬ 
est  in  the  exercise,  and  of  its  effect  upon  their  feelings.  One,  who  had  been  in 
Prison  but  a  few  weeks,  sent  for  me  to  let  me  know  what  a  change  had  been  wrought 
in  his  feelings  respecting  it.  ‘  I  always  hated  to  hear  prayers,  (said  he,)  and  the 
first  time  that  I  heard  you  pray  in  the  Prison,  I  could  hardly  contain  the  contempt 
that  I  felt  for  you  and' your  prayer;  now,  I  feel  it  a  great  privilege  to  kneel  down 
and  pray  with  you.’ 

The  Sabbath  School  still  holds  a  prominent  place  in  our  system  of  instruction,  and 
claims  our  highest  regard.  Its  number  has  been  gradually  increased,  tiil  it  now 
contains  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  in  thirty-one  classes,  which  are  under 
the  care  of  thirty-two  theological  students  as  teachers,  one  of  whom  takes  the  immedi¬ 
ate  oversight  of  the  whole.  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  admire,  the  devotedness  of 
the  teachers,  or  the  ardor  and  industry  of  the  scholars.  The  liveliest  interest  is  mani¬ 
fested  by  both.  A  mutual  and  strong  attachment  springs  up  between  them.  The 
teachers  seem  willing  to  forego  any  other  privilege  for  the  sake  of  meeting  and  in¬ 
structing  their  pupils ;  and  among  the  scholars,  generally,  no  other  punishment  is 
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more  dreaded  than  exclusion  from  the  school.  It  has  been  interesting  to  me  to  ob¬ 
serve,  upon  the  discharge  of  these  scholars  from  Prison,  how  often  the  first  inquiry 
has  been,  where  they  might  find  their  teacher. 

The  whole  number  received  into  the  school  since  its  commencement  is  rising  of 
three  hundred.  Of  these,  it  is  known  that  eighty-five  commenced  with  the  alpha¬ 
bet  ;  probably  some  more.  A  large  number  could  read  only  in  the  abs,  or  easy 
words  of  one  or  two  syllables ;  one  third,  perhaps,  in  easy  reading  lessons,  by  spell¬ 
ing  some  of  the  words ;  and  a  few  intelligibly  in  the  Testament.  All  these,  with 
the  exception  of  those  who  have  been  in  but  a  short  time,  and  of  some  few  who 
were  too  soon  discharged  from  Prison,  have  been  taught  to  read  well.  Nearly  two 
hundred  have  acquired  a  decent  hand  in  the  writing  class ;  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  four  ground  rules  of  arithmetic. 

I  have  neither  time  nor  room  to  mention  particular  instances  of  remarkable  im¬ 
provement.  There  are  many.  It  is  surprising  how  soon  some  have  advanced  from 
the  alphabet  to  reading  lessons.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  their  extreme 
anxiety  to  be  able  to  read.  They  improve  every  moment  of  daylight  which  is  not 
devoted  to  labor.  I  have  known  them  frequently  to  set  their  supper  aside,  and 
study  their  book  as  long  as  they  could  see,  and  then  eat  in  the  dark.  In  such  in¬ 
stances,  they  have  generally  improved  much  more  rapidly  than  children  ordinarily 
do  who  attend  school  every  day.  This  is  a  general  thing,  but  not  without  excep¬ 
tions  :  some  are  stupid,  and  advance  very  slowly.  Those  who  can  read  employ  much 
of  their  leisure  time  in  committing  scripture.  They  recite  to  their  teachers  every 
Sabbath,  on  an  average,  about  one  chapter  each.  Some  can  repeat  whole  books  of 
the  New  Testament.  These  classes  are  conducted  on  the  plan  of  Bible  classes. 

Among  other  happy  effects  of  these  exercises,  is  the  devclopement,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  of  dormant  powers  of  mind,  where  their  existence  was  least  suspected,  and 
which  might  otherwise  have  continued  to  sleep.  I  have  in  my  mind  a  boy  whom 
I  taught,  with  immense  labor,  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  A  more  stupid  being  1 
never  met  with.  I  was  often  on  the  point  of  giving  him  up,  as  incapable  of  being 
taught  to  read.  He  did,  however,  at  length,  reach  a  Bible  class  ;  he  waked  up  as 
from  a  doze  of  years,  seized  with  eagerness  and  effect  every  means  of  instruction, 
and  has  ever  since  exhibited  the  marks  of  a  most  active  anil  vigorous  mind.  The 
whole  man  seems  regenerated. 

In  all  my  intercourse  with  the  convicts,  I  have  met  with  nothing  but  respectful 
and  affectionate  treatment.  No  one,  in  his  right  mind,  has  ever  manifested  towards 
me  the  least  disrespect  or  unkindness.  They  always  meet  me  with  smiles,  come  to 
me  with  all  their  grievances,  and  freely  unbosom  to  me  their  feelings. 

I  owe  it  to  the  officers  to  acknowledge  my  deep  obligation  to  them.  Their  good 
will  towards  me,  and  their  disposition  to  afford  me  every  facility  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  have  been  conspicuous  on  all  occasions.  1  have  received  many  gratify¬ 
ing  tokens  of  their  confidence  ;  and  nothing  has  occurred,  within  my  knowledge,  to 
interrupt  mutual  cordiality  of  feeling. 

,  Yours,  truly,  B.  C.  SMITH.” 

Old  Prison  at  Lambertcn,  N.  J. — The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
during  the  last  winter  session,  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  two 
from  the  Council,  Messrs.  Howell  and  Dodd,  and  four  from  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  Messrs.  Hillard,  Kirkpatrick,  Schenck  and  Ilinchman,  made  thor¬ 
ough  work  in  exposing  the  abuses  of  the  old  State  Prison  at  Lainberton. 
The  committee,  having  obtained  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers, 
commenced  its  sittings  publicly  in  the  Supreme  Court  room,  at  the  State 
House  in  Trenton,  on  the  16th  of  Jan.  These  sittings  were  continued 
with  the  utmost  patience  and  labor  till  the  8th  of  Feb.,  during  which 
time  a  great  number  of  witnesses  were  examined  under  oath.  The  re¬ 
sults  disclosed  a  state  of  things  very  similar  to  that  disclosed  before  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston,  concerning  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  in  the  winter  of 
1827-8.  A  faithful  report  of  the  disclosures  at  Trenton  was  submitted 
by  the  committee  to  the  Legislature,  and  five  hundred  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed.  As  the  Legislature  consists  of  less  than  seventy  members. 
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each  representative  district  will  be  furnished  with  eight  or  ten  copies 
of  the  Report,  and  in  this  way  the  public  mind  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  expense  of  erecting  a  new  Prison,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  is  the  only  remedy  for  the  enormous  evils  existing  in  the  old 
Prison.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend,  with  entire  unanimi¬ 
ty,  the  building  of  a  new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that  moneys  expended  by  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars, 
to  furnish  religious  instruction  in  the  old  Prison,  be  refunded. 

They  further  acknowledge  the  assistance  received  from  the  Society, 
in  facilitating  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  which, 
they  say,  highly  merits  the  thanks  of  the  Legislature. 

The  substance  of  their  report  will  be  published  in  the  appendix  to 
this.  It  covers  35  octavo  pages,  and  is  a  most  valuable  public  document 
on  the  subject  of  abuses  in  prisons.  It  shows  how  to  find  out  what  they 
are,  and  how  to  expose  and  correct  them. 

Walnut  Street  Prison ,  Philadelphia. — In  Philadelphia,  the  old  Pris¬ 
on  on  Walnut  Street  remains  as  it  was,  its  numbers  scarcely  diminish¬ 
ed,  and  its  corruptions  such,  that  its  officers,  when  speaking  of  it  them¬ 
selves,  appear  to  be  able  to  find  no  suitable  language  in  which  to  express  its 
injurious  consequences  ;  and,  what  is  still  worse,  there  seems  to  be  a  strong 
probability  that  it  will  remain  much  as  it  is  now  for  years.  We  believe 
that  it  is  a  money-making  place  to  a  large  amount  annually.  The  branch¬ 
es  of  business  in  sawing  stone  and  weaving  are  most  productive,  and  are 
prosecuted  with  great  numbers  and  strength.  Each  man  employed  in 
either  branch,  at  the  prices  of  contract  labor,  ought  to  support  three, 
with  such  food  and  clothing  as  are  there  furnished.  But,  notwithstanding 
this,  heavy  bills  have  been  made  out  annually  against  the  interior  counties 
for  the  support  of  their  convicts;  and,  if  our  information  obtained  from 
the  office  of  the  county  commissioners  is  correct,  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  lias  paid  for  the  support  of  criminals  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  in  eleven  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1829,  forty-six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

Why  is  any  county  in  Pennsylvania  called  on  to  pay  any  thing  for  the 
support  of  its  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison?  Look  at  the  stone 
department.  In  Feb.  1830,  143  men  were  employed  in  this  department. 
50,000,  55,000,  and  69,000  feet  of  stone  are  said,  by  the  superintendent 
of  this  department,  to  be  sawed  in  a  year.  50,000  feet,  he  says,  is  an 
average.  The  highest  price  for  sawing,  per  foot,  is  20  cents  ;  the  low¬ 
est,  17  cents.  Suppose  the  average  price  to  be  18^-  cents;  then  the 
value  of  labor  in  this  department,  in  which  143  men  are  employed, 
would  be  $9250  0G,  annually.  But  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
120  men,  including  the  salary  of  the  officers,  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  in  1829,  was  85376  36.  The  income  from  the  labor  of  the 
same  number  was  only  89105  54  ;  and  the  State  was  credited  83229 
41,  a  considerable  part  of  which  has  already  been  paid  into  the  treasury. 

How  is  it,  then,  when  its  convicts  are  committed  to  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  and  are  put  to  the  business  of  sawing  stone,  that  any  county  in 
Pennsylvania  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  tiling  for  the  support  of  such 
convicts  ? 
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It  is  said  that  an  account  is  opened  with  each  convict  when  he  enters 
the  Prison.  lie  is  charged  with  the  articles  delivered  to  him,  and  cred¬ 
ited  the  labor  done ;  and  the  county  pays  the  difference. 

Cut  at  what  prices  are  the  articles  charged,  which  are  delivered  to 
the  convicts  ?  Provisions  are  charged,  we  believe,  at  18  cents  per  day. 
What  do  they  cost?  The  ration  is 


i  lb.  of  beef,  the  contract  price  of  which  is  34  cts . 

14  lb.  of  bread,  made  of  rye  flour,  at  $3  624  per  barrel,  con¬ 
taining  1  cwt.  and  3  qrs . 

J-  lb.  of  Indian  meal,  at  $1  75  per  cwt . 

I  pint  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, . 

]  £ill  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, . 

t  gill  of  rye,  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, . 
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The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate,  is 
five  cents  and  eight  mills. 

This  calculation  is  founded  on  one  account,  given  at  the  Prison,  con¬ 
cerning  the  ration. 

Another  statement  was,  that  the  provisions,  daily,  in  quantity,  were  as 
fallows,  for  464  persons  : 


5  barrels  of  rye  flour,  at  $3  624- . $18  12£ 

2  bushels,  or  about  1  cwt.  of  Indian  meal,  at  $1  75  per  cwt.  .  1  75 

7  bushels  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, .  210 

12  gallons  of  molasses,  at  39  cts.  per  gallon, .  3  60 

275  lbs.  of  beef,  at  34  cts.  per  lb .  9  62^ 

4  bushel  of  rye  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, .  374- 


Cost  of  provisions,  daily,  for  464  persons, . $35  57J- 


The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate,  is 
seven  cents  and  five  mills. 

Does  this  Prison  charge  18  cents  per  day  for  provisions,  and  pay  but 
seven  cents  and  five  mills? 

That  the  above  statement  and  estimate  concerning  the  cost  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  cannot  be  far  from  correct,  is  rendered  probable  from  the  cost  of 
provisions  in  other  and  similar  establishments.  The  ration  at  Charles¬ 
town,  Mass.,  which  is  better  in  quality,  and  more  in  quantity,  supplied 
from  the  Boston  market,  costs  from  seven  to  eight  cents.  The  ration  at 
Sing  Sing,  supplied  from  the  New  York  market,  costs  from  seven  to 
eight  cents.  The  beef  in  this  ration,  as  well  as  in  that  at  Charlestown, 
must  be,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  of  prime  quality.  The  contract 
for  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  runs  thus:  “Beef,  without  hone,  from  two 
cattle  only  ;  the  flesh  from  the  neck  to  the  check,  shoulder  clots,  veiny 
pieces,  laps  of  rounds,  checks  of  two  heads,  four  legs  and  four  shins,  giv¬ 
ing  in  the  heads  and  bones  that  the  meat  has  been  taken  from,  and  one 
set  of  feet  daily,  at  three  and  a  hrflf  cents  per  pound.”  There  is  not  on¬ 
ly  this  difference  in  quality,  but  the  quantity  at  Charlestown  and  Sing 
Sing  is  one  pound  of  beef;  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  not  far  from 
half  a  pound.  The  ration  at  both  these  Prisons,  in  bread  stuffs, .vege¬ 
tables,  molasses,  &.C.,  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  at  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison ;  and  the  markets  in  Boston  and  New  York  cannot  differ 


23 


FIFTH  RETORT - 1S30. 


353 

much  in  regard  to  the  articles  in  question.  If  there  is  any  difference, 
it  is  probably  in  favor  of  Philadelphia.  If  this  be  doubted,  it  may  be 
stated  that  tire  provisions  of  the  prisoners  at  Lambcrton,  N.  J.,  about 
30  miles  above  Philadelphia,  on  the  bank  of  the  Delaware,  which  are 
about  as  much  inferior  to  those  of  the  Walnut  Street  prisoners  as  those 
at  Charlestown  and  Sing  Sing  are  superior,  cost  only  four  cents  and 
eight  mills  per  day  for  each  man.  From  these  facts,  in  regard  to  other 
Prisons,  in  addition  to  those  stated  from  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  ration  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  costs 
about  seven  cents. 

Are  the  counties  charged  eighteen  cents  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
for  the  provisions  furnished  to  their  convicts?  We  have  repeatedly 
heard  it  said,  by  those  who  are  or  have  been  connected  with  the  Prison, 
that  this  is  the  common  charge  for_  provisions ;  and  we  have  direct  evi¬ 
dence  before  us  from  the  county  commissioners  of  Dauphin  county,  that 
that  county  paid  in  1827,  for  the  provisions  of  one  prisoner  in  the  Wal¬ 
nut  Street  Prison,  for  93  days,  $13  20 ;  for  91  days,  10  33 ;  for  92  days, 
16  56 ;  and  again  for  92  days,  16  56 — i.  e.  for  365  days,  $65  70,  for 
provisions  alone,  or  eighteen  cents  per  day.  The  same  county  paid  at 
the  same  rate  for  four  different  prisoners,  in  1828.  The  conclusion 
therefore  is  reasonable,  that  eighteen  cents  per  day  has  been  a  common 
charge  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  to  some  of  the  counties  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  for  the  provisions  furnished  to  their  convicts. 

Now,  the  whole  expense  for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  in  the  new 
Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  including  food,  clothing,  bedding,  medi- 
cal  attendance,  instruction,  and  pay  of  the  officers,  was,  for  an  average 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners,  for  the  year  ending  31st  of 
March,  1829,  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and 
thirteen  cents,  or  $43  96  per  year  for  each  man,  or  thirteen  cents  and 
four  mills  per  day  for  each  man. 

Whole  expense  for  every  thing  paid  by  Connecticut  for  the  support  of 
a  prisoner  in  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  thirteen  cents  and  four 
mills  per  day. 

Expense  for  provisions  alone,  paid  by  some  counties  in  Pennsylvania 
for  the  support  of  a  convict  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  18  cents  per  day. 

But  suppose  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  allow  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
to  charge  the  counties  eighteen  cents  per  day  for  the  provisions  of  the 
convicts.  We  do  not  know  whether  the  laws  allow  it  or  not.  If  they 
do  allow  it,  the  laws  were  probably  made  on  the  representation  that  this 
would  be  a  reasonable  allowance.  Whether  it  is  reasonable,  all  persons 
can  judge  in  view  of  the  above  facts. 

But,  whether  the  laws  allow  it  or  not,  it  does  not  affect  this  argument, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  show  how  strange  it  appears  to  us,  that  any 
county  in  Pennsylvania  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  support 
of  its  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison. 

Take  another  series  of  facts  in  illustration  of  the  same  thing.  The 
weaving  department  is  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  business  in  this 
Prison.  It  is  the  same  branch  of  business,  and  pursued  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  great  business  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary.  The  goods 
are  of  the  same  description,  and  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  business 
very  similar, — the  prices  of  the  raw  material,  and  of  the  manufactured 
30* 
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article,  about  the  same  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  from  fifty  to  seventy  looms  are  employed  ;  in  the  Balti¬ 
more  Penitentiary,  there  have  been  generally  about  one  hundred.  About 
one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  are  employed  in  this 
department  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  one  half  in  Baltimore. 

The  rations,  the  clothing,  and  the  salary  of  the  officers  in  the  two 
Prisons,  are  very  similar.  Now,  if  our  information,  obtained  from  the 
office  of  the  county  commissioners,  is  correct,  (and  it  is  correct,  if  we 
could  understand  the  books,  or  if  the  man  in  the  office  explained  them 
truly,)  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  paid  for  the  support  of  crimi¬ 
nals  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  1819,  $8234  46;  in  1820,  $7110 
75;  in  1821,  $4330  00;  in  1S22,  $3050  40;  in  1823,  $4118  13;  in 
1824,  $4065  83;  in  1825,  $6046  80  ;  in  1826,  $4046  80 ;  in  1827, 
$5095  17  ;  in  1828,  $56  80  ;  in  1829,  $256  22  ;  total  in  eleven  years, 
$46,111  30; — while  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  in  1828,  besides  paying 
the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen  criminals, 
amounting,  for  provision,  clothing,  fuel,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
to  $18,796  52,  together  with  $8f00  86  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers, 
and  $3522  3G  to  the  State  on  account  of  loans  made  for  the  erection  of 
buildings,  &c.,  realized  a  net  gain  of  $9804  16 ;  and  in  six  successive 
years,  last  past,  in  which  Joseph  Owen  has  been  keeper,  the  earnings 
have  greatly  exceeded  the  expenses,  so  that  the  Penitentiary  had,  in  1829, 
an  active  capital  of  $76,927  06,  which  has  now  been  increased  by  the 
net  proceeds  of  another  year,  and  amounts  to  $90,000  nearly.  This 
capital  has  accumulated  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  Prison  has  been  paying  interest  to  the  State,  on  money  loaned 
for  the  erection  of  buildings  ;  and  this  has  accumulated,  too,  in  a  Pris¬ 
on  where  the  great  business  is  weaving ;  the  same  branch  of  business, 
and  pursued  in  much  the  same  manner,  as  in  the  Philadelphia  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street,  where  the  counties  have  been  taxed  so  heavily  for  the 
support  of  their  convicts. 

How  is  it  explained,  then,  when  they  send  their  convicts  to  the  Wal¬ 
nut  Street  Prison,  and  they  are  put  to  the  business  of  weaving,  and  an 
account  is  opened  with  each  one  for  what  he  does  and  what  he  receives, 
that  the  counties  should  be  brought  in  debt  for  the  convicts  in  this  de¬ 
partment  ? 

One  way  in  which  it  can  be  done  is  by  charging  eighteen  cents  per 
day  for  provisions,  which,  by  the  estimates  which  we  have  made,  arc 
worth  less  than  eight  cents  ;  and  another  way  is  by  charging  a  convict's 
coat  and  vest  at  $4  50;  his  linen  pantaloons  at  $1  50  ;  his  shirt  at  $1 
62  ;  his  shoes  at  $1  37  ; — in  one  word,  his  clothing  at  from  $19  60  to 
$24  96  annually,  as  we  find  it  charged  to  one  county  for  different  con¬ 
victs  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  Now,  the  clothing  and  bedding  for 
each  convict  in  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  May  1, 
1622,  cost  but  $5  27.  The  clothing  and  bedding  for  each  convict  in 
the  new  Prison  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1829,  cost  but  $4  12.  The  clothing  for  each  convict  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1829,  cost  but  $5  47. 
The  clothing,  bedding  and  provisions  together,  in  the  new  Prison  in 
Connecticut,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1829,  cost  but  $19  65 — less 
than  we  find  charged  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  for  clothing  alone, 
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and  less  than  one  third  of  what  we  find  charged  for  provisions  alone  ; 
the  charge  for  provisions  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  being  $65  70  per 
year. 

But,  even  at  these  charges  for  clothing  and  provisions  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  why  do  not  the  weavers  support  themselves,  and  much 
more  ?  Provisions  at  18  cents  per  day  ;  clothing  at  $20  per  year,  or  5 
cents  and  4  mills  per  day;  pay  of  the  officers,  $10,300  00,  or  $20  25 
per  year  for  each  prisoner,  or  5  cents  and  5  mills  per  day  ;  incidental 
expenses,  supposed  equal  to  the  incidental  expenses  in  the  Lamberton 
Prison,  N.  J.,  2  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  for  each  man.  Then  the 
charge  daily  of  each  convict  would  be  for  provisions,  18  cents  ;  for  cloth¬ 
ing,  5  cents  4  mills ;  for  officers,  5  cents  5  mills ;  for  incidental  expenses, 
2  cents  and  9  mills  ;  i.  e.  31  cents  8  mills. 

Admitting  that  these  charges  are  reasonable,  why  does  not  the  weav¬ 
ing  department  defray  them  and  much  more  ?  Why  are  the  counties 
involved  in  debt  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department  ? 

The  state  of  the  department  in  Feb.  last  was  nearly  as  follows  :  Whole 
number  of  hands  employed,  90,  including  dyers  ;  weaving,  51  ;  bobbin 
winders,  16  ;  warpers,  2  ;  spoolers  on  the  Walnut  Street  side,  8,  Prune 
Street  side,  7 ;  machine-shop,  making  and  repairing  looms,  &c.  2;  total, 
including  dyers,  90.  Task  in  winter,  12j  yards  ;  in  summer,  15  yards. 
No  allowance  of  time  for  putting  in  the  piece.  The  task  must  be  done. 
All  the  weaving  on  the  Y/alnut  Street  side  is  done  for  the  county.  That 
done  for  contractors  is  done  at  6  cents  per  yard,  including  dyeing,  warp¬ 
ing,  &c.  The  goods,  when  made,  are  sold  at  10  cents  per  yard,  by  the 
quantity.  They  have  never  been  as  low  before.  The  price  last  year 
was  104  and  11  cents.  The  kind  of  yarn  used  for  making  this  cloth  is 
of  numbers  from  15  to  26 ;  principally  of  numbers  from  17  to  19.  Av¬ 
erage  price  of  the  yarn,  18  cents  per  pound.  One  pound  of  No.  17  will 
make  54  yards  of  cloth.  This  information  was  obtained  with  much 
care  from  two  gentlemen  who  have  been  at  different  periods  connected 
with  the  weaving  department,  and  whose  testimony,  taken  separately, 
and  afterwards  compared,  agrees  in  nearly  every  particular. 

Now,  suppose  fifty-one  looms  were  employed  312  days,  and  produced 
an  average  of  13£  yards  per  day  :  then  the  quantity  of  cloth  made  would 
be  218,306  yards  annually,  which,  at  6  cents  on  a  yard,  which  is  about 
the  profit  on  a  yard  of  this  same  kind  of  cloth  in  the  Baltimore  Peniten¬ 
tiary,  would  give  the  proceeds  of  the  weaving  department  $13,098  38. 
The  number  of  men  employed  in  this  department  is  90.  The  expense 
of  their  support,  at  the  charges  for  provisions  and  clothing  as  made  in 
the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  we  have  admitted,  for  argument’s  sake,  to  be 
31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day.  This,  however,  is  18  cents  and  4  mills 
more  per  day  than  it  costs  to  support  men  in  the  new  Prison  in  Con¬ 
necticut;  but  admit  it,  and  then  the  whole  expense  of  this  department 
would  be  only  $10,546  30.  Why,  then,  are  the  counties  charged  any 
thing  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department  ?  If  it  be  sup¬ 
posed  that  it  costs  no  more  to  support  these  men  than  it  costs  to  support 
those  in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  (and  we  see  no  reason  why  it 
should,  necessarily ,)  then  the  expense  of  this  department  would  be  only 
$4,401  90  ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  counties,  from  the  labor  of 
this  department,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  $2,552  08,  even  at  the 
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prices  charged  for  provisions  and  clothing  at  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ; 
and  of  $8,696  48,  at  the  cost  of  supporting  convicts  in  Connecticut. 

But  will  it  be  said  that  13f  yards  of  cloth  is  more  than  a  day’s  work? 
It  may  he  said  in  answer,  in  addition  to  the  direct  statement  already 
made,  that  an  ordinary  day’s  work  in  weaving  the  same  kind  of  cloth  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  is  20  yards  ;  and  there  have  been  men  in  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  who  wove  45  yards ;  and  the  daily  task  in  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  is  more  than  that  mentioned  above. 

If  it  he  admitted  that  the  task  is  reasonable,  will  it  be  said  that  the 
profit  on  a  yard  is  not  6  cents  ?  It  may  be  said  in  answer,  that  one 
pound  of  yarn,  which  costs  18  cents,  makes  5£  yards  of  cloth.  The 
least  price  for  this  cloth  is  10  cents  per  yard,  which  gives  55  cents’  worth 
of  cloth  from  18  cents’  worth  of  material ;  leaving  37  cents  advance  on 
the  manufactured  article.  Now,  6  cents  per  yard  on  yards  is  33 
cents,  which  leaves  4  cents  on  a  pound  for  drying,  sizing,  &c.  Besides, 
there  is  another  answer  to  this  objection.  If  the  profit  is  not  6  cents  on 
a  yard,  how  can  the  contractors,  who  must  also  have  a  profit,  afford  to 
pay  6  cents  per  yard  ? 

But  will  it  be  said,  again,  that  4  cents  on  a  pound  of  yarn  for  dyeing, 
sizing,  and  other  incidental  expenses  in  the  weaving  department,  is  not 
a  sufficient  allowance  ?  It  may  be  answered  that,  though  the  nominal 
prices  of  dyeing  are  for  deep  blue  17  cents  per  pound,  for  red  19  cents, 
and  for  light  bine,  orange,  yellow,  purple,,  &c.,  8  cents,  still  there  is  a 
profit  on  dyeing,  at  these  prices,  to  the  institution ;  cn  the  deep  blue  6 
cents,  on  the  red  8  cents,  and  on  the  other  colors  in  the  same  propor¬ 
tion  nearly  as  on  the  red,  which  reduces  the  cost  of  dyeing  deep  blue  to 
11  cents,  of  red  to  2  cents,  and  of  the  other  colors  to  2  cents,  or  per¬ 
haps  less.  Besides,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  yarn  used  in  these  cloths  is  deep  blue ;  much  of  the  chain  not  be¬ 
ing  colored  at  all  ;  and  much  of  the  filling  being  of  other  colors  than 
deep  bine.  And,  moreover,  the  labor  of  the  men  employed  in  this  dye- 
shop  are  4  out  of  90  belonging  to  the  weaving  department ;  and  in  the 
above  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  the  department,  their  labor  is  not  in¬ 
cluded  ;  so  that  the  value  of  their  labor  must  be  deducted  from  the  prices 
fixed  upon  these  different  colors.  Hence  it  appears  reasonable  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  the  expense  of  dyeing  is  much  less  than  four  cents  on  every 
pound  of  yarn  manufactured  in  the  department.  The  expense  of  sizing 
is  a  mere  trifle,  as  the  labor  is  done  by  some  of  the  90  men  in  the  de¬ 
partment,  not  included  in  the  51  upon  the  looms;  and  the  flour  used  in 
sizing  is  about  38  pounds  for  399  pounds  of  chain.  It  is,  therefore, 
only  a  small  fraction  of  a  cent  that  the  sizing  costs  ;  so  that  the  allow¬ 
ance  for  dyeing,  sizing,  &c.,  of  4  cents  on  every  pound  of  yarn  manufac¬ 
tured  in  the  department,  is  probably  much  more  than  a  sufficient  allow¬ 
ance. 

We  see,  therefore,  no  evidence  that  the  profit  on  this  cloth  is  not  6 
cents  per  yard.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  profit  should  not  be  as  much 
in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  ;  and  we 
must  be  furnished  with  other  reasons  than  we  have  heard,  or  can  imag¬ 
ine,  why  the  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  which  have  convicts  employed  in 
this  department,  would  not  have  money  coining  to  them  from  the  Pris¬ 
on,  instead  of  being  brought  in  debt  to  it,  if  justice  were  done.  We  be- 
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lieve  that  a  prisoner  can  be  supported  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as 
well  as  he  is  now  supported,  in  every  particular,  including  food,  cloth¬ 
ing,  bedding,  pay  of  officers,  and  incidental  expenses,  for  13  cents  and 
a  fraction  per  day,  as  in  Connecticut,  at  Wethersfield.  But  if  the  weav¬ 
ing  department  in  this  Prison  earns,  with  the  labor  of  90  men,  $13,098 
38  annually,  each  man  in  it  earns  39  cents  and  8  mills  per  day, 
which  is,  within  the  fraction  of  a  cent,  on  this  supposition,  enough  to 
support  three.  We  do  not  say  that  the  men  are  supported  at  so  cheap  a 
rate  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ;  but  we  believe  that  they  might  be  ; 
that  they  ought  to  be ;  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  we  have 
seen  prisoners  supported  in  a  much  better  manner  at  this  rate ;  with  bet¬ 
ter  food,  better  clothes,  better  bedding,  and  under  the  care  of  a  greater 
number  of  officers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  prisoners ;  and  much 
more  time  given  to  instruction  of  a  moral  and  religious  kind.  All  these 
things  we  have  seen  in  the  best  Prison,  on  the  whole,  which  we  ever 
saw,  at  an  expense  of  13  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  for  each  prisoner. 
We  repeat  this  fact,  and  dwell  upon  it,  because  it  ought  to  be  used  (and 
we  mean  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  have  it  thus  used)  as  a  kind  of  regu¬ 
lator  in  regard  to  these  burdensome  expenses  for  the  support  of  convicts 
who  are  made  to  labor  hard  all  the  time,  at  most  profitable  and  excellent 
branches  of  business,  and  yet  are  reported  not  to  earn  enough  to  sup¬ 
port  themselves. 

Again,  then,  the  question  recurs,  How  is  it  explained  that  any  of  the 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  are  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  their  convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison  ?  Why  do  they  not  support  themselves,  and  much  more  ? 

But,  after  all,  will  it  be  said  that  much  time  is  lost  in  the  hospital,  and 
much  in  the  cells,  on  punishment  for  misdemeanor,  and  much  in  learn¬ 
ing  raw  hands ;  so  that  the  value  of  labor  done  in  the  weaving  depart¬ 
ment  is  not  so  much  by  one  fifth  as  here  stated  1  Let  all  this  be  admitted, 
and  still  we  have  left,  as  the  average  earnings  of  each  of  the  90  prisoners 
employed  in  the  weaving  department,  31  cents  and  9  mills  per  day,  which 
is  more  than  it  costs  to  support  them,  at  the  prices  charged  for  provisions 
and  clothing  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  and  supposing  the  incidental 
expenses  to  be  the  same  as  in  New  Jersey;  the  whole  average  expense, 
of  each  prisoner,  on  this  supposition,  being  31  cents  and  8  mills.  But 
here  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  provisions  are  charged  at  18  cents 
per  day,  instead  of  7,  and  the  clothing,  in  some  cases  at  least,  from  $  19 
to  $24  per  year,  instead  of  $4  and  $5,  the  common  expense  of  clothing 
in  some  other  Prisons.  ^ 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  left  without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt, 
that  the  convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street  Pris¬ 
on  do  much  more  than  work  enough  to  defray  all  necessary  expenses  in 
this  department,  and  that  the  counties  which  have  convicts  in  this  de-* 
partment  ought  to  be  receiving  considerable  sums,  annually,  from  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor,  instead  of  paying  the  same  for  their  support. 

Once  more  :  Look  at  the  shoe  department.  In  Feb.  last,  according  to 
the  statement  of  the  superintendent,  20  shoemakers  were  employed  in 
this  department;  11  on  contract,  and  work  enough  from  customers  to 
employ  the  remainder.  Custom  work  was  more  profitable  than  that  for 
the  contractors.  No  time  was  lost  in  learning  the  trade  ;  because  very 
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seldom,  if  ever,  any  except  those  who  were  shoemakers  when  commit¬ 
ted  are  put  in  this  department.  The  average  earnings  of  this  shop  were 
fully  34  cents  per  day  for  each  man.  Three  of  the  above  shoemakers 
were  employed  as  cobblers  for  the  yard.  In  regard  to  the  three  last 
mentioned,  it  may  be  remarked  that  they  must  be  as  profitable  or  more 
so  than  any  others  ;  because  shoes  supplied  to  the  convicts,  and  charged 
to  the  counties,  are  charged  at  $1  37£  cents  a  pair,  and  the  repairing  of 
shoes  frequently  at  75  cents  a  pair  ;  which  are  very  high  prices  for  these 
shoes  and  repairs. 

Whether  this  is  a  good  branch  of  business  or  not,  and  whether  the 
men  employed  in  it  are  able  to  support  themselves,  may  be  inferred  by 
a  comparison  of  the  above  statement  with  the  following  fact.  In  the 
shoe  shop  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  which  about  forty  men 
were  employed,  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1829,  the  contract  price 
for  the  men  having  never  been  more  than  34  cents  per  day,  the  net  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  this  department  were  $1,564  25. 

Whether,  in  the  shoe  shop  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  the  prisoners 
are  able  to  defray  every  expense,  as  provisions  and  clothing  are  charged 
in  this  Prison,  may  be  inferred,  by  comparing  34  cents,  the  least  earn¬ 
ings  of  these  men  per  day,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  superin¬ 
tendent,  with  31  cents  and  8  mills,  the  highest  average  charge  for  their 
support,  according  to  any  facts  which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  or 
any  reasonable  supposition  which  we  have  been  able  to  make.  Wheth¬ 
er  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  Prison  can  charge  for  the  support 
of  the  prisoners  more  than  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  facts  :  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day  amounts  to  $116 
05  per  year  :  now,  among  all  the  other  Prisons  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge,  there  is  no  one,  according  to  any  documents  which  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  from  which  we  have  made  the  calculation,  so 
far  as  we  recollect,  where  the  whole  expense  exceeds  $90  annually  for 
the  support  of  each  convict ;  and  there  is  one  or  more  where  it  does  not 
amount  to  $50,  It  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison  does  not  charge  for  each  prisoner  more  than  31  cents  and 
8  mills  per  day,  or  $116  05  per  year ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  shoe  de¬ 
partment  in  the  W alnut  Street  Prison  is  very  profitable. 

The  earnings  of  the  stone,  weaving,  and  shoe  departments,  according 
to  the  above  statement,  would  be  as  follows  : — 

143  men  in  the  stone  department, . $9,250  00 

90  men  in  the  weaving  department, .  13,098  38 

20  men  in  the  shoe  department, .  2,121  60 

253  men  in  these  three  departments, . $24,469  98 

The  whole  expense  of  supporting  253  men,  as  men  are  sup¬ 
ported  in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and 

4  mills  per  day,  w’ould  be . $12,374  23 

Leaving  a  gain  to  the  institution,  from  these  three  depart- 

mentSj  on  this  supposition,  of .  $12,095  75 
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We  know  that  there  are  many  other  men  in  the  Prison  profita¬ 
bly  employed ;  such  as  3  smiths,  1  carpet  weaver,  14  weav¬ 
ers  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  for  the  prisoners,  and  5  or 
6  others  in  the  same  shop ;  together  with  all  the  persons 
employed  in  making  up  the  prisoners’  clothes.  All  these,  we 
think,  are  as  profitably  employed,  at  the  prices  charged 
for  work  done  by  them,  as  any  persons  in  the  Prison.  We 
will  suppose  the  number  to  be  40,  and  that  they  earn  as 
much  as  the  shoemakers,  (i.  e.  34  cents  per  day,)  which 

would  give . $4,243  20 

We  have  now  considered  particularly  the  manner  in  which 
293  men  are  employed.  The  whole  number  in  the  Pris¬ 
on,  in  Feb.  last,  was  464.  There  remain,  therefore,  171 
to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this  number,  there  were  unem¬ 
ployed,  or  employed  at  unproductive  business,  cooks  7, 
bakers  4,  runners  5,  nursing  in  the  hospital  rooms  4,  pa¬ 
tients  in  said  rooms  13,  in  the  cells  18 ;  uniting,  painting, 
and  waiting  on  the  cells,  3 ;  total  unemployed,  or  employ¬ 
ed  at  unproductive  business,  54;  leaving  117  unaccount¬ 
ed  for,  or  as  not  included  in  either  of  the  departments 
above  specified,  or  among  the  unproductive  hands.  We 
will  suppose  that  these,  not  being  left  in  idleness,  earn  each  . 

10  cents  per  day,  (which  is  2  cents  per  day  less  than  the  ■ 
children  earn  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  on 


contract, ) 

117  prisoners,  male  and  female,  at  10  cents  per  day,  $3,650  40 
Making  the  total  earnings,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  the 

whole  number  of  convicts, . $32,363  58 


This  we  verily  believe  a  less  sum  of  money  than  is  annually  earned 
by  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  One  reason 
why  we  say  this  is,  because  many  convicts  can  do  more  work  than  we 
have  supposed  :  as,  in  the  stone  department,  the  superintendent  stated  that 
men  would  sometimes  saw  30  feet  per  week  instead  of  12  feet,  which  is 
the  task  in  the  long  days  of  summer.  This,  he  said,  however,  was  not 
common.  Several  men  would  saw  20  feet  per  week,  which  is  almost 
double  the  ordinary  task  ;  and  one  man  sawed  62  feet  in  11  days.  Now, 
instead  of  supposing  that  any  such  amount  of  labor  is  done  by  in¬ 
dividuals,  we  have  supposed  that  even  less  than  the  least  task  is  done. 
There  were  120  men  employed  on  the  saws  in  February.  This  number,  at 
10  feet  per  week,  would  saw  60,400  feet  annually,  instead  of  50,000 
feet,  which  we  have  admitted  to  be  the  average ;  though  the  superin¬ 
tendent  stated  that, 


From  January  to  April,  about  10,000  were  sawed. 

From  April  to  July,  “  18,000  “  “ 

From  July  to  October,  “  15,000  “  “ 

From  October  to  January,  “  12,000  “  “ 

Total  in  the  year,  “  55,000  “  “ 

In  other  cases,  as  in  this,  therefore,  we  have  taken  the  lowest  suppo¬ 
sition  or  statement  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  labor  performed. 
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Besides,  we  have  said  nothing  of  the  great  amount  of  labor  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  convicts  to  do  in  the  form  of  overstint.  It  was  found, 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  at  one  time,  that  the  convicts  were  earning  for 
themselves,  in  this  way,  about  $6,000  annually ;  and  it  was  found,  also, 
by  the  testimony  of  the  officers,  before  a  committee  of  the  Legislature, 
that  much  of  the  money  thus  earned  was  transferred  from  convicts  to 
convicts,  and  from  convicts  to  officers,  on  written  and  verbal  orders  from 
the  convicts.  Now,  we  do  not  say  that  such  an  amount  of  money  is 
earned  by  the  convicts  in  the  form  of  overstint  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  nor  that  when  earned  it  is  ever  transferred  for  the  benefit  of  the 
officers.  But  what  has  been  may  be  ;  and,  the  system  in  the  two  Pris¬ 
ons  being  the  same,  in  regard  to  allowing  overstint,  similar  amounts  may 
have  been  earned,  and  similar  transfers  made.  We  make  the  sugges¬ 
tion,  that  it  may  lead  to  thorough  investigation.  It  is  certain  that  there 
are  a  large  number  of  convicts  in  the  three  departments,  (sawing  stone, 
weaving,  and  making  shoes,)  who  can  do  the  task  of  2  days  in  1 ;  who 
can,  if  they  choose,  earn  as  much  for  themselves  as  they  earn  for  the 
county  or  state  ;  and  who  are  said  to  have  the  privilege  of  doing  what 
they  can  in  this  way.  We  should  not  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  $6,000 
annually  has  been  made  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  the  form  of 
overstint;  and  that  this  has  been  transferred,  in  part,  very  loosely,  to 
persons  and  for  purposes  which  may  make  it  very  desirable  to  some 
that  the  Prison  should  remain  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years. 

But,  to  say  no  more  of  what  may  be  made  in  the  form  of  overstint, 
we  think  it  has  already  been  rendered  in  a  high  degree  probable,  that 
the  amount  of  earnings  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  does  not  fall  short 
of  $32,363  58,  without  including  overstint. 

Now,  the  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  have  been  sup¬ 
ported  in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and  4  mills  per 
day  each,  would  be  $22,694  24.  We  believe  that  they  can  be  support¬ 
ed  on  Walnut  Street  better  than  they  now  are,  with  better  food,  better 
clothes,  and  with  as  many  officers  at  the  same  salary,  for  this  sum. 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  were  supported  last 
year  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  at  18  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  each,  would 
be  $31,670  32. 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts  would  be,  on  the  following 
supposition,  as  follows : 

Salary  of  the  officers,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  : 

Principal  keeper,  $900 ;  clerk,  $1,000,  .  .  .  1,900  00 


8  deputy  keepers,  at  $750  each, .  6,000  00 

3  turnkeys,  at  $700,  “ .  2,100  00 

Physician, . . .  300  00 


Total  salary  of  officers, .  10,300  00 


Provisions,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison, 

375  lbs.  of  beef  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

100,375  lbs.  at  3£  cents  per  lb., . 3,513  12£ 

Rye  flour,  5  barrels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
1825  barrels  per  year,  at  $3  62£  per  barrel,  6,615  62£ 


Amounts  carried  over . $10,128  75 


$10,300  00 
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Amounts  brought  over, . $10,128,75  $10,300  00 

Indian  meal,  365  cwt.,  at  $1,75  per  cwt.,  .  .  638,75 

Potatoes,  7  bushels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

2555  bushels,  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  .  .  .  766,50 

Molasses,  12  gallons  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

4380  gallons,  at  30  cents  per  gallon,  ....  1,314,00 

Rye  for  coffee,  4  bushel  per  day,  for  365  days, 

is  182  bushels,  at  75  cents  per  bushel,  .  .  .  146,50 

Cost  of  said  provisions,  quantity  and  price  as 

given  at  the  Prison, .  12,994,50 

Hospital  department,  do .  500,00 

Clothing,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  464  pris¬ 
oners,  at  $5,47  annually  for  each, .  2,538,08 

Incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J., 

for  464  prisoners,  at  $  10,584  annually  for  each, .  4,911,44 


Total  expense  of  supporting  464  prisoners,  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  supposing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  provi¬ 
sions,  and  hospital  department,  as  in  said  Prison,  and  the 
clothing,  and  incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J., . $31,244,02 


What  sources  of  income  has  the  Prison  to  meet  these  ex¬ 
penses  1 

Earnings  of  253  prisoners,  in  the  stone,  weaving  and 
shoe  departments,  according  to  the  foregoing  statements 

and  estimates, .  24,469,98 

Earnings  of  40  weavers,  tailors,  smiths,  &c.,  not  included 
above,  but  supposed  to  be  as  profitably  employed  as  the 

shoemakers,  at  34  cents  per  day, .  4,243,20 

Earnings  of  100  other  prisoners,  not  included  above,  and 
not  in  the  hospital,  cells,  or  kitchen,  supposed  not  to  be 
idle,  but  to  earn  2  cents  less  per  day  than  children  and 
youth  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  i.  e.,  10 

cents  per  day, .  3,650,40 

Provisions  for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  them 
charged  to  one  county,  i.  e,  at  18  cents  per  day,  or  $65,70 

per  year, .  4,796,10 

Clothing  for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  it 
charged  to  one  county,  i.  e.,  at  an  average  of  $22,284 

annually  for  each .  1 ,626,80 

Average  annual  expense  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  the  support  of  criminals  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison  for  eleven  years, . .  .  5,101,03 

Total  income,  on  the  above  supposition, . $43,887,51 


Balance  of  income  above  expenses,  proceeds  of  overstint  not 

included, . . . $12,643,49 
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Who  gets  the  balance  ? 

Does  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  ? 

Does  any  one  or  all  of  the  interior  counties  ? 

Thus  we  have  exhibited  the  evidence,  in  part,  which  leads  us  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  a  money-making  place  to  a  large 
amount  annually.  And  our  fear  has  been  that  the  money  thus  made  is 
acting  as  a  bonus  to  preserve  it  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years  yet  to 
come.  And  if  all  the  sins  of  Sodom  were  concentrated  within  it,  (as 
we  have  melancholy  evidence  that  many  of  them  are,)  we  fear  it  would 
not  be  broken  up,  till  it  is  seen  how  much  money  is  made  within  its 
walls,  and  what  is  done  with  this  money.  We  are  not  speaking  at  ran¬ 
dom  on  this  subject.  Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  we  have  enough 
to  leave  no  more  doubt  in  our  minds  concerning  the  character  of  that 
Prison,  than  if  the  public  investigation  had  already  taken  place,  as  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey.  We  have  written  as  above,  hoping 
that  it  may  lead  to  such  an  investigation. 

The  Prison  on  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia. — The  Prison  on  Arch 
Street  is  another  New  York  Bridewell.  We  wish  we  had  the  same 
evidence  that  it  is  coming  down  speedily.  It  differs  in  one  respect, 
however,  from  the  New  York  Bridewell.  In  New  York,  debtors  are 
not  confined  in  Bridewell.  In  Philadelphia,  eight  hundred  and  seven¬ 
teen  debtors  were  confined  in  the  common  Prison  of  debtors  and  crim¬ 
inals,  during  eight  months,  ending  February  25,  1830.  Of  these,  thirty 
were  for  less  than  one  dollar  each  ;  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  for 
less  than  five  dollars  each ;  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  for  less 
than  $20  each.  A  gentleman  from  Boston  discharged  a  decent  young 
man  from  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  in  February, 
1830,  by  paying  costs,  81,50,  and  the  original  debt,  25  cents.  He  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  remained  in  Jail  30  days.  This  man’s  account 
of  himself  was,  that  he  was  imprisoned  for  revenge,  by  a  man  against 
whom  he  had  testified  in  court,  for  base  conduct  with  a  female.  Wheth¬ 
er  it  be  true  or  false,  that  this  wras  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  it 
shows  to  what  enormous  abuse  the  power  of  imprisonment  for  small 
debts  is  liable.  It  is  possible  for  malice,  avarice,  revenge,  and  lust,  to 
arrest  the  poor  and  friendless  debtor  in  Pennsylvania,  and  commit  him  to 
Prison,  and  keep  him  there  thirty  days  in  close  confinement,  for  twenty- 
five  cents.  Let  any  man,  not  inured  to  such  things,  place  himself  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Prison,  on  Arch  Street,  where  about  twelve  hundred  debtors 
annually  are  thrust  into  this  common  Prison  of  vice  and  crime,  poverty 
and  misfortune,  and  he  will  exclaim,  Is  this  justice  ?  Is  it  possible  that 
such  things  take  place  under  the  sanction  of  law  ?  We  sincerely  hope 
that  our  friends  connected  with  the  society  for  alleviating  the  miseries 
of  public  Prisons,  which  has  existed  in  Philadelphia  more  than  forty 
years,  will  renew  their  strength  in  regard  to  the  Prison  on  Arch 
Street. 

An  esteemed  friend,  under  date  3d  month,  30th  day,  of  the  present 
year,  writes  from  Philadelphia,  concerning  the  two  Prisons  last  men¬ 
tioned :  “While on  a  grand  jury,  recently,  we  visited  the  Arch  Street 
and  Walnut  Street  Prisons,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  abate  or 
remove  those  abominable  nuisances  of  crime.  And  I  am  in  hopes  some¬ 
thing  may  be  done  next  winter,  especially  if  your  excellent  Society  will 
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lay  before  our  citizens  a  powerful  and  true  expose  of  those  Prisons,  in 
a  separate  pamphlet,  printed  on  large  type.” 

We  make  a  single  extract  from  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury, 
dated  Philadelphia,  January  5,  1830,  and  signed  by  Robert  M.  Lewis, 
foreman,  and  Stephen  P.  Morris,  secretary ;  first  published  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gazette  : — 

“  This  inquest  presents  the  arrangements  and  police  of  the  Arch  Street 
Prison,  as  evils  requiring  prompt  attention  and  alteration.  Vagrants  and 
untried  prisoners,  of  all  colors  and  degrees  of  crime,  are  there  assembled 
in  one  common  room,  and  form  one  common  association.  The  reputed 
pirate  and  murderer  was  found  seated  beside  a  youth  confined  for  a 
drunken  brawl — the  robber  and  the  passer  of  counterfeit  money  associ¬ 
ated  with  those  that  had  been  committed  merely  as  vagrants,  or  for  as¬ 
saults — and  all  congregated  together,  and  forming  a  mass  of  vice,  whose 
contaminating  influence  must  be  felt  by  every  one  who  unhappily  is 
mingled  in  it ;  and  he  who  goes  the.re  a  novice,  if  he  can  be  taught  by 
precept  and  example,  may  come  forth  an  adept  in  villany.  In  the  part 
of  this  Prison  appropriated  to  debtors,  its  unfortunate  inmates,  white  and 
black,  were  found  in  one  hall  together,  with  privations  so  great  as  to 
form  a  severe  punishment  for  their  misfortunes  and  poverty.” 

Eastern  Penitentiary. — The  new  Prison  on  Francis  Street,  called 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  has  been  occupied  during  the  last  year.  In 
February,  15  convicts,  generally  of  the  younger  class,  were  confined  in 
it.  They  were  furnished  with  labor,  and  allowed  instruction.  The 
friends  of  the  system,  from  the  experiment  thus  far,  believe,  that  a 
building  can  be  so  constructed,  as  to  admit  of  solitary  labor,  with  con¬ 
venience,  economy,  and  the  most  favorable  moral  results.  Such  a  build¬ 
ing  may,  perhaps,  be  erected  during  the  coming  year,  within  the  walls 
of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  sufficiently  large  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  If  this  should  be  done,  the  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street  might,  perhaps,  be  broken  up  in  a  shorter  time  than 
we  have  apprehended.  If  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  had  not  been  ar¬ 
rested  by  the  Legislature,  but  had  been  completed  on  the  original  plan, 
containing  accommodations  for  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  convicts,  we 
see  not  how  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  could  have  been  broken  up  for  a 
long  course  of  years ;  for  it  has  contained  twice  two  hundred  and  fifty 
convicts,  and  contains  nearly  twice  that  number  now,  after  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Penitentiaries  have  gone  partially  into  operation.  But  if 
a  building  should  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Eastern  Penitentia¬ 
ry,  containing  five  hundred  cells,  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  solitary 
labour,  which  may  be  done  in  one  season,  for  870,000,  then  the  Wal¬ 
nut  Street  Prison  can  be  broken  up  at  once ;  as  was  done  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  when  the  convicts  were  all  removed  from  Newgate  to  Wethersfield. 
This  being  done,  the  interior  counties  have  strong  assurance  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  that  their  convicts  will  no 
longer  be  an  expense  to  the  counties  from  which  they  are  sent,  but 
will  support  themselves. 

It  is  objected  to  this,  that  the  convicts  on  Walnut  Street  would  never 
go ;  that  some  of  them  have  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  some  one  or  more 
can,  probably,  command  a  thousand,  and  they  would  expend  it  all 
in  employing  council  to  prevent  such  a  measure.  Such  an  amount  of 
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money,  no  doubt,  would  enlist  powerful  advocates,  and  wise  opinions 
against  the  removal,  and  strongly  tend  to  entail  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  State  at  large,  that  dreadful  nuisance  on  Walnut  Street.  If  the 
language  which  we  use,  when  speaking  of  that  Prison,  appears  too  strong, 
we  can  only  say,  it  proceeds  from  the  effect  which  has  been  produced 
on  our  minds  by  the  accumulating  evidence  of  six  years,  in  regard  to  the 
unutterable  abominations  within  its  walls.  We  might  sit  down  in  de¬ 
spair,  and  say  nothing  on  the  subject,  if  we  had  not  seen  so  many  rough 
places  made  smooth,  and  crooked  ways  straight,  in  Prison  discipline, 
by  the  favor  of  God,  during  the  last  six  years.  We  therefore  indulge 
the  hope,  that  a  building  will  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Fran¬ 
cis  Street  Prison,  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  city  and  State ;  which 
may  be  done  at  a  less  expense  than  the  additional  one  hundred  and 
fifty  cells  could  have  been  completed  on  the  original  plan  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Penitentiary;  and  then  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  may,  perhaps, 
be  broken  up  ;  otherwise  it  may  be  entailed  for  years.  If  such  should 
be  the  result  of  that  act  of  the  Legislature  which  arrested  the  farther 
prosecution  of  the  original  plan  of  building,  that  act  would  be  an 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  State.  This  may  be  done,  and  still  retain 
that  feature  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  which  by  some  is  deemed 
most  important  in  Pennsylvania,  viz.  Solitary  Labor. 

New  Prison  at  Pittsburg.  The  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg, was  occupied 
the  last  year  by  59  convicts.  This  building,  which  was  erected  at  an  im¬ 
mense  expense,  and  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confinement  without  labor, 
does  not  answer  well  for  what  it  was  designed,  or  for  what  it  is  used. 
The  inspectors  say,  “  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  building  was  first 
put  up,  and  the  system  of  punishment  afterwards  prescribed.  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  trade  or  occupation  at  which  a  convict  could  work  in  any  of 
the  cells.  Independent  of  the  leant  of  room,  in  a  kind  of  vault  about 
I  feet  by  9  in  the  clear,  there  is  not  sufficient  light,  the  only  supply 
being  what  can  reach  the  culprit  after  passing  through  the  narrow 
gratings  of  a  heavy  iron  door,  hung  on  stone  jambs  3  feet  thick,  af¬ 
ter  passing  through  an  out  door,  and  across  a  vestibule  6  feet  deep. 
Constant  confinement  in  these  cells  is  found  incompatible  with  the  health 
of  the  convicts,  and  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  permit  two  or  three 
to  be  out  alternately,  which  gives  an  opportunity  of  intercourse  to  about 
twenty,  that  greatly  diminishes  the  benefit  of  solitary  confinement. 
The  inconvenience  and  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  construction  of 
this  building  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  circumstance,  that,  by  the  3 d  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  the  commissioners  were  directed  to  con¬ 
struct  the  Penitentiary  upon  the  plan  exhibited  to  the  Legislature  by  the 
inspectors  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.” 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Western  Penitentiary,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
during  the  last  session. 

We  know  not  what  will  be  done  with  this  building,  or  what  system 
will  be  pursued  in  it. 

New  Alms-House  in  Philadelphia. — The  principle  of  solitude  at 
night  is  extending  itself  for  the  benefit  of  the  pauper  population  in 
Philadelphia.  A  letter  from  an  esteemed  friend,  dated  3d  month,  30th 
day,  says  : — 
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“  I  have  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of 
this  city  and  county,  and  the  commissioners  for  erecting  our  new  and 
very  extensive  Alms-House,”  (for  the  accommodation  of  about  2,000 
souls,)  “  have  determined  to  build  separate  dormitories  for  each  pauper, 
by  which  there  will  be  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  the  buildings, 
and  a  much  purer  air ;  and,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  decency,  mod¬ 
esty,  and  piety,  will  have  some  opportunity  of  residing  on  the  premises ; 
but  which,  on  the  old  plan  of  building  Alms-Houses,  are  carefully  and 
effectually  shut  out.” 

Baltimore  Penitentiary. — The  new  building  within  the  yard  of  the 
Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  nearly 
400  convicts,  has  been  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  The 
directors  have  twice  publicly  acknowledged  themselves  and  the  State 
indebted  to  this  Society  for  the  plan  of  building,  and  the  document  in 
which  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  is  thus  acknowledged  has  been 
printed  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  As  a  proof  that  it  is  not  an  un¬ 
meaning  expression  of  their  obligations,  the  directors  of  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  recently  authorized  the  clerk  to  purchase  one  hundred  vol¬ 
umes  of  the  stereotype  edition  of  the  Society’s  series  of  Reports. 

New  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — The  principal 
building  in  this  establishment  is  now  so  far  finished,  that  it  may  be  oc¬ 
cupied  ;  but  when  we  last  heard,  no  convicts  had  been  committed  to  it. 

Mr.  Powers,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
has  reported  a  bill  in  Congress  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the 
District,  which  is  mild  and  humane  in  its  general  provisions,  substituting, 
in  many  cases,  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary  for  crimes  formerly  pun¬ 
ished  with  death. 

The  keeper  of  the  new  Penitentiary  has  been  appointed,  and  the  in¬ 
spectors  also,  who  have  provided,  in  their  rules  and  regulations,  among 
others  more  common,  the  following,  which  are  more  novel,  but  not  less 
important. 

1.  “  There  shall  be  morning  and  evening  service  performed,  daily, 
by  the  Chaplain. 

2.  “  There  shall  be  a  Sunday  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chaplain,  with  the  co-operation  and  concurrence  of  the  Warden. 

3.  “  There  shall  be  a  sermon  preached,  and  divine  service  performed 
every  Sabbath  day,  by  the  Chaplain. 

4.  “  There  shall  be  present  at  all  the  religious  services,  and 
at  the  Sunday  school,  such  officers  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Warden. 

5.  “  Each  cell  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Bible,  and  such  other  reli¬ 
gious  books  as  the  Warden,  with  the  assent  of  the  Inspectors,  may  think 
suitable  to  improve  their  morals  and  conduct.” 

Such  rules  and  regulations,  being  thus  made  part  of  a  system  of  Pris¬ 
on  discipline,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  become  of  great  value 
to  the  world. 

New  Penitentiary  in  Tennessee. — In  Tennessee,  the  objects  of  this 
Society  are  receiving  particular  attention  at  the  present  time.  A  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Governor,  dated  Nashville,  Dec.  18,  says  : — 

“  The  Reports  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  together  with  your 
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letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  were  handed  me  by  Colonel  Robert  Armstrong, 
of  this  place,  a  few  days  ago. 

“  The  Reports  contain  much  useful  information,  which  is  peculiarly 
interesting  to  us  at  this  time,  as  our  Legislature  have  passed  a  law  at 
the  present  session,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary. 

“  Three  commissioners,  with  myself,  have  been  appointed  to  superin¬ 
tend  the  building,  and  we  have  sent  a  gentleman  to  procure  plans  of 
the  most  approved  Penitentiaries  in  the  Eastern  States.” 

We  have  since  learnt  that  the  architect  here  spoken  of  has  visited 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  taken  the  plan  of  that  institution. 

Since  his  return,  the  foundation  of  the  new  Penitentiary  has  been 
laid  near  Nashville.  The  building  will  be  310  feet  by  58,  and  3  stories 
high.  A  wall  4  feet  thick  and  30  high  will  enclose  a  yard  of  310  by 
300,  in  the  rear  of  the  main  building. 

State  Prison  in  Kentucky. — In  Kentucky,  a  very  great  change  has 
been  effected  in  the  Penitentiary  system.  A  new  building  has  been 
erected  for  solitary  confinement  at  night ;  moral  and  religious  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  a  new  discipline,  resembling  that  at  Auburn,  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  ;  the  keeper  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  supporting  the  es¬ 
tablishment,  and  of  paying  over  one  half  the  net  proceeds  of  the  labor 
of  the  convicts  to  the  State,  and  he  says,  in  a  letter  recently  received, 
that  the  earnings  have  exceeded  the  expenses,  during  the  last  five  years, 
many  thousand  dollars. 

State  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio.— In  Ohio,  too,  we  have  evidence, 
that  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  receiving  attention.  A  letter  from 
the  superintendent  of  the  State  Prison  at  Columbus,  dated  April  28, 
1830, says : — 

“  I  am  satisfied  that  we  must  abandon  the  system,  or  make  arrange¬ 
ments  to  extend  the  Prison  for  solitary  confinement  at  night.  I  had  con¬ 
templated  sending  letters  to  the  keepers  of  the  different  Prisons,  solicit¬ 
ing  information  similar  to  that  asked  by  you,  that  I  might  be  able  to  lay 
the  subject  fully  before  the  next  Legislature,  and  show  them  the 
beneficial  results  of  our  best  Prisons.  Should  your  Report  be  printed 
in  time  to  be  here  by  the  1st  of  October,  I  should  be  pleased  that 
you  would  inform  me  immediately,  as  it  would  save  me  the  trouble 
of  getting  similar  information  in  another  way.” 

So  much  in  regard  to  the  prospect  of  improvement  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Prison. 

In  regard  to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  synod  of  Ohio 
has  provided  a  chaplain  for  the  Prison  at  Columbus.  A  letter  from 
the  keeper,  dated  April  28,  says  : — “  Divine  service  is  performed  every 
Sabbath  in  the  upper  hall,  by  a  most  worthy  and  pious  man,  the  Rev. 
J.  Chute ;  and,  for  the  last  six  months,  a  Bible  class  has  been  attended 
every  Sabbath  by  about  16  of  the  convicts,  going  through  the  Prison 
in  rotation.” 

New  Penitentiary  in  Illinois. — In  Illinois  a  new  Penitentiary  is  build¬ 
ing,  and  the  Lieut.  Governor,  who  was  visiting  the  Eastern  States  for  the 
purpose,  in  part,  of  obtaining  information  concerning  the  Penitentiary  sys¬ 
tem,  was  furnished  with  several  copies  of  the  series  of  Reports  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society,  and  apian  of  building  has  since  been  furnish¬ 
ed  from  the  Prison  at  Auburn. 
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We  have  thus  given  a  brief  outline  of  the  progress  of  the  reform  in 
Prisons  during  the  last  year. 

Stereotype  Edition  of  the  Reports. — We  proceed  now  to  notice  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Board  during  the  last  year, 
in  regard  to  the  Reports  of  the  Society.  Four  thousand  copies  of  the 
Fourth  Report  were  published  by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
soon  after  the  last  annual  meeting.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
purchased,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  six  hundred  copies.  The  Leg¬ 
islatures  of  Vermont  and  New  Jersey  were  liberally  supplied;  and 
such  was  the  demand  for  them,  in  supplying  the  friends  of  the  Society, 
and  others  who  might  render  them  useful,  that  the  edition  was  soon  ex¬ 
hausted,  and  with  it  the  remaining  numbers  of  our  former  Reports ;  so 
that  our  means  of  usefulness  appeared  to  be  gone  ;  while  the  demand  for 
the  Reports  from  the  south  and  west,  from  South  America  and  Eu¬ 
rope,  were  increasing.  The  Board,  therefore,  resolved  to  stereotype  the 
whole  series,  i.  e.,  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th,  the  2d  having  been  previously 
stereotyped,  provided  funds  could  be  obtained  for  this  specific  purpose, 
so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  Society.  The  object  was  regarded  with 
favor  by  those  to  whom  it  was  presented,  and  the  work  was  stereotyped, 
and  two  thousand  copies  of  the  stereotype  edition  printed,  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  volume  contains  330  pages  octavo,  is  sold  in  boards  for 
$1  a  copy,  and  by  the  quantity  to  Legislatures,  and  public  institutions, 
in  the  pamphlet  form,  for  50  cents  a  copy.  If  another  edition  should  be 
required,  the  Society  will  be  able  to  furnish  them  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Six  editions  of  the  1st  Report  have  now  been  printed,  three  editions 
of  the  2d,  two  of  the  3d,  and  two  of  the  4th. 

By  thus  extensively  disseminating  the  information  contained  in  the 
Reports,  abuses  in  Prisons  are  exposed  and  corrected,  or  prevented,  ap¬ 
proved  plans  of  Prisons  made  known,  and  the  public  mind  interested  to 
some  extent  in  behalf  of  a  miserable  class  of  men. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt.  Returns  have  been  received  from  nearly  one 
hundred  Prisons  in  the  United  States,  showing  hoio  many  persons  were 
imprisoned  for  debt  during  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829 ;  for 
what  sums  they  were  imprisoned  :  how  much  time  was  lost  in  Prisons ; 
how  many  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney ;  how  many 
paid  the  debt :  how  many  took  the  poor  debtor’s  oath ;  what  was  the 
whole  amount  of  debt ;  what  was  the  whole  amount  of  costs ;  and  who 
supported  the  debtor  in  Prison. 

The  letters  received  from  the  sheriffs  of  different  counties,  and  dif¬ 
ferent  and  distant  States,  containing  this  information,  merit  the  particu¬ 
lar  and  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Society,  for  the  labor  bestow¬ 
ed  in  examining  the  records  of  the  Prisons,  to  collect  it.  Many  of  the 
letters,  also,  are  valuable,  inasmuch  as  they  contain  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  practical  men,  who  have  had  the  best  opportunities  of 
observation,  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  present  laws  on  the  subject 
of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  also  received  letters  from  judges,  lawgivers,  and  philan¬ 
thropists,  expressing  their  opinion  on  this  subject. 

The  following  general  remarks  are  supported  by  the  first  class  of  letters, 
to  which  we  have  referred  : — 

D 


368 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE  SOCIETY. 


38 


1.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  Northern  and 
lUiddle  States  is  very  great. 

During  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  there  were  imprisoned 
for  debt  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  31  ;  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  126;  in  Worces¬ 
ter,  271  ;  in  Boston,  1211;  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  80;  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  78;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  103;  at  Courtiand  Village,  112;  in 
Buffalo,  338 ;  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1828,  3,000  ;  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  during  8  months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  817  ;  in  Baltimore, 
in  1829,  944.  As  nearly  as  wre  can  ascertain  from  the  returns  which 
we  have  received,  the  number  imprisoned  for  debt  annually  is,  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  3,000;  in  New  York,  10,000;  in  Pennsylvania,  7,000;  in 
Maryland,  3,000  ;  and  in  the  other  Northern  and  Middle  States,  nearly 
as  above  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

2.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  compared  with  the 
number  imprisoned  for  crime,  is  very  great. 

In  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  debtors  w'ere  to  the  criminals  as  3  to  1  ;  in 
Rhode  Island,  as  4  to  1 ;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  nearly  as  5  to  1 ;  at  Court- 
land  Village  more  than  8  to  1 ;  at  Belvidere,  N.  J.,as5  to  1  ;  at  Flem- 
ington,  N.  J.,  as  6  to  1 ;  in  17  Prisons  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  nearly  as  5  to  1. 

3.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  small  debts  is  very  great. 

In  Philadelphia  alone,  the  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  eight 

months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  for  less  than  one  dollar  each,  was 
thirty.  In  eleven  other  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were 
imprisoned,  during  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  for  less  than 
one  dollar  each,  thirty-two. 

4.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one,  and  less  than 
fve  dollars  each,  is  still  greater. 

In  thirty  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  imprisoned, 
for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  dollars  each ,fivc  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five. 

5.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  fve,  and  less  than 
twenty  dollars,  is  very  great. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  impris¬ 
oned  for  more  than  five  and  less  than  twenty  dollars,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four. 

6.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  twenty,  and  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  is  not  one  third  as  great  as  the  number  im¬ 
prisoned for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  number  impris¬ 
oned  for  less  than  twenty  dollars  each,  was  2841 ;  for  more  than  twenty, 
and  less  than  8100, —  902. 

7.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  each  is. .very  small,  in  comparison  with  the  number  imprisoned 
for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  fifty-three  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  whole  number 
imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  each,  was  four  hundred 
and  sixteen,  or  only  as  one  to  seven,  compared  with  the  number  impris¬ 
oned  for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

8.  The  time  lost  in  Prison  is  very  considerable  by  those  who  arc  poor¬ 
ly  able  to  lose  it. 
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In  fifteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  in  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States,  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt, 


For  less  than  one  day,  were . 269 

For  more  than  one,  and  less  than  five  days, . 323 

For  more  than  five,  and  less  than  ten  days, . 203 

For  more  than  ten,  and  less  than  twenty  days,  . 154 

For  more  than  twenty,  and  less  than  thirty  days,  .  83 

For  more  than  thirty  days, . 431 


Total  amount  of  time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  nineteen  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  days. 

9.  While  so  much  time  is  lost  in  Prison,  it  is  a  very  f  ruitless  business 
as  a  means  of  compelling  payment. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  out  of  two  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  persons  imprisoned,  the  records  show  only  two  hundred 
and  ninety-four  who  paid  the  debt. 

19.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  Ids  attorney , 
according  io  the  records,  is  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the  number 
of  those  who  pay  the  debt. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  as  already  stated, 
two  hundred  and  ninety-four  paid  the  debt,  and  one  thousand  and 
nineteen  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney. 

11.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  taking  the  poor  debtor's 
oath,  is  more  than  twice  as  great  as  the  number  of  those  who  pay  the 
debt. 

In  the  seventeen  Prisons  above  mentioned,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  paid  the  debt,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  took  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath. 

12.  The  amount  paid,  according  to  the  records,  in  consequence  of  im¬ 
prisonment,  is  not  one  half  the  value  of  time  lost  at  §1  per  day. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  amount  paid, 
in  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
was  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars ;  the  value  of 
time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  during  the  same  time,  at  $1  per  day, 
was  nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

13.  This  is  not  only  very  fruitless,  but  very  expensive  business  to  the 
creditor. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  in  most  cases,  in  which  persons  are 
discharged  from  Prison  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney,  or  by  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath,  the  costs  are  paid  by  the  creditor ;  and  we  have  already 
seen,  that  in  seventeen  Prisons  there  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or 


his  attorney, . 1019 

By  the  poor  debtor’s  oath, .  744 

By  paying  the  debt, .  294 


We  have  made  the  inquiry  of  a  number  of  the  respectable  men  of 
our  acquaintance,  whether  they  ever  imprisoned  a  man  for  debt. 
Their  general  answer  has  been,  Yes;  once  or  twice,  and  we  lost  the 
debt,  and  paid  the  costs. 

14.  The  operation  of  the  laics,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  very  different  in  the  Northern  and  Southern  States. 

In  seventeen  Prisons  heard  from  in  the  Northern  States,  the  number 
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of  persons  imprisoned  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  30,  1829,  was  two 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two. 

In  the  same  number  of  Prisons  in  the  Southern  States,  only  thirty-five. 

15.  There  arc  examples  of  amelioration  and  abolition. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  is  a  law  which  forbids  the  imprisonment  of 
any  debtor  for  less  than  five  dollars.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other 
Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from  imprisonment, 
during  the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-one  persons.  The  great  opposition  to  this  law 
is  said  to  have  come  from  groceries  and  grog  shops. 

There  is  a  law  in  New  Hampshire,  which  forbids  the  imprisonment 
of  any  debtor  for  less  than  813,33.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other  North¬ 
ern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from  imprisonment,  during 
the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  one  thou¬ 
sand  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  persons. 

There  is  a  law  in  Massachusetts,  which  requires  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor.  This  law  is  said,  by  several  of  the  jailers,  to 
have  diminished  the  duration  of  imprisonment  for  debt  about  one  third. 

A  very  shrewd  and  observing  jailer,  in  a  Prison  where  more  than 
one  thousand  persons  are  imprisoned  annually,  remarked,  that  many 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  small  debts  would  be  prevented,  if  the  credi¬ 
tors  were  obliged  to  make  oath,  that  the  debts  were  true  debts;  as  in 
South  Carolina. 

In  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished.  A 
similar  law,  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from 
imprisonment,  during  the  last  year,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  about 
fifty  thousand  persons. 

16.  The  laws  and  public  opinion  appear  to  be  at  variance  on  the 
subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  already  seen,  to  some  extent,  what  is  the  operation  of  the 
laws.  We  now  give  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States,  where  the 
evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt  seem  to  be  greatest.  And  immediately 
after  the  abstract,  we  shall  give  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  pub¬ 
lic  opinion. 

Abstract  of  the  Laws  of  several  of  the  United  States  on  Im¬ 
prisonment  for  Debt. 

Maine. — By  the  Law  of  Feb.  9,  1822,  no  person  can  be  taken  on  execution, 
unless  the  debt  founded  on  contract  exceed  five  dollars. 

The  Court  of  Sessions  are  authorized  to  fix  and  alter  the  limits  of  the  Jail  yards. 

If  there  are  two  Jails  in  the  same  county,  debtors  shall  be  committed  to  the 
nearest  Jail. 

Persons  imprisoned  for  debt  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  by  giving  bonds, 
with  two  sureties,  for  twice  the  amount  for  which  they  are  imprisoned. 

Debtors  on  the  limits  may  take  lodgings,  by  paying  for  the  same. 

The  bond  for  not  departing  from  the  Jail  yard  is  void,  if  the  debtor  surrenders 
himself,  and  goes  into  close  confinement. 

When  a  person  cannot  support  himself  in  Prison,  the  keeper  shall  apply  to  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  creditor  of  the  prisoner’s  de¬ 
sire  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  oath.  This  notification  to  the  creditor  must  be  left 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  time  of  administering  the  oath.  If  the  creditor  does 
not  live  in  the  state,  and  has  no  agent  or  attorney  there,  the  notification  must  be 
left  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice,  by  whom  the  execution  was  signed.  Any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  may  administer  the  oath.  Said  justices 
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may,  if  necessary,  adjourn  their  proceedings,  not  more  than  twice,  nor  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours.  The  creditor  may  propose  interrogatories,  and  require  them  to 
he  answered  in  writing  by  the  debtor,  which  the  justices  shall  certify.  Each  jus¬ 
tice  shall  receive  one  dollar  a  day  for  attendance  ;  the  justice  who  issues  the  notifi¬ 
cation,  fifty  cents,  and  the  same  travelling  fee  as  for  taking  depositions.  If  the  jus¬ 
tices  are  not  satisfied  that  the  debtor  has  given  a  true  statement,  in  regard  to  his 
or  her  property,  they  may  refuse  to  administer  the  oath.  When  the  oath  has  been 
administered  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  the  jailer  is  required  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  body,  and  it  cannot  be  held  any  longer  on  such  execution. 

A  person  disqualified  as  a  witness  may  have  the  oath  administered. 

.  if  a  prisoner  is  convicted  of  concealing  his  estate,  he  is  liable  to  the  penalties  of 
perjury. 

The  judgment  remains  in  force  against  the  estate  of  a  prisoner  discharged,  but  not 
against  the  body,  and  the  creditor  may  take  out  a  new  execution  against  lands. 

If  the  debtor  have  propertv  to  the  amount  of  $30  or  more,  (that  is  unattachable.) 
and  he  shall  spend  or  use  the  same  without  giving  the  creditor  information  and  op¬ 
portunity  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  same,  to  the  amount  of  his  debt,  this  shall  be 
esteemed  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  the  debtor.  Persons  assisting  and  abetting  in 
such  a  transaction  are  made  liable  to  the  creditor  for  double  the  amount  of  the 
money  or  goods  thus  secreted  or  spent. 

The  price  of  articles  furnished  by  the  jailer  to  the  debtor,  in  case  of  dispute,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Court  of  Session. 

Persons  having  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  unless  discharged  according  to  law,  in 
nine  months  shall  be  held  in  close  confinement. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  on  giving  bonds. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  take  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  by  law. 

The  creditor  may  discharge  the  debtor,  without  affecting  the  judgment,  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  written  permission ;  such  discharge  not  to  release  the  debtor  from  debt  and 
costs,  but  his  body  shall  be  exempted. 

A  prisoner,  claiming  relief  as  a  pauper,  shall  be  discharged,  unless  security  be 
given  for  his  support. 

By  the  act  of  Feb.  25,  1824,  persons  arrested  on  execution  may  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  taking  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  without  being  carried  to  Jail,  when  the  debtor 
declares  his  intention  of  taking  the  oath.  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  officer 
to  take  the  debtor  before  the  nearest  justice,  who  shall  make  out  a  notification  to 
the  creditor  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  oath ;  provided  the  debtor  shall 
give  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  offi¬ 
cer,  that  he  will  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  provided,  also,  that  in 
case  the  justice  shall  not  admit  the  debtor  to  the  benefit  of  the  oath,  said  debtor 
shall  surrender  himself  to  the  officer  or  jailer. 

In  case  of  disclosure  and  proffer  of  real  estate,  or  personal,  the  debtor’s  body  is 
exempted  if  the  creditor  do  not  take  such  estate.  And  in  case  the  creditor  does 
not,  within  thirty  days,  cause  the  property  thus  disclosed  to  be  taken  on  execution, 
the  body  of  said  debtor  shall  for  ever  afterwards  be  exempted  from  arrest  on  said 
execution. 

The  penalties  of  perjury  are  annexed  to  false  swearing  according  to  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  this  law. 

Certain  articles  are  exempted  from  attachment,  viz  :  the  wearing  apparel,  beds, 
bedsteads,  bedding,  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  himself, 
his  wife,  and  his  children;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occu¬ 
pation  ;  the  Bibles  and  school  books,  which  may  be  in  actual  use  in  his  or  her  fam¬ 
ily  ;  all  cast-iron  stoves,  and  stoves  made  of  sheet  iron,  used  exclusively  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  warming  buildings  :  one  cow,  one  swine,  ten  sheep,  with  the  wool  which 
may  be  shorn  from  them,  and  thirty  hundred  of  hay  for  the  use  of  scad  cow,  and 
two  tons  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  shall  be  exempted  from  attachment;  provided, 
that  not  more  than  one  such  stove  to  each  building,  owned  or  occupied  by  the  same 
person  or  family,  shall  be  so  exempted;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  beds  and  bed¬ 
steads,  exempted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bed¬ 
ding  to  two  persons,  nor  the  household  furniture  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

jVcw  Hampshire. — By  the  law  of  January  3, 1329,  the  following  property  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  attachment — the  wearing  apparel  necessary  for  immediate  use,  two 
comfortable  beds,  bedsteads,  and  bedding  necessary  for  the  same,  household  furni¬ 
ture  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  the  Bibles  and  school  books  in  actual  family 
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use,  one  cow,  one  ton  of  hay,  and  one  hog,  and  one  pig  not  over  six  months  old, 
and  in  case  the  debtor  be  a  farmer  or  mechanic,  tools  of  his  occupation  to  the  value 
of  twenty  dollars,  six  sheep,  and  the  fleeces  of  the  same  sheep,  while  in  possession 
of  the  owner  of  the  sheep. 

A  poor  debtor  may  have  a  chamber  in  the  keeper’s  house,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
yard,  by  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is 
imprisoned,  provided,  that,  when  any  person  is  imprisoned  on  any  such  prison  bond, 
he  shall  remain  in  close  confinement. 

When  any  poor  debtor  has  not  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  besides  those 
exempted  from  attachment,  he  may  apply  to  any  two  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court, 
or  of  the  Common  Pleas,  or  to  any  two  Commissioners  of  Jail  Delivery  in  the 
county,  and  pray  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  law.  This  may  be 
done  immediately;  and  the  order  of  notice  must  be  served  at  least  fifteen  days  be¬ 
fore  the  day  appointed  for  such  hearing.  If  the  Justices  are  satisfied,  at  the  time 
appointed  for  hearing  the  parties,  that  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  tho 
oath,  it  may  be  administered;  and  when  administered,  if  the  debtor  can  satisfy  the 
prison  keeper  for  past  charges,  he  may  be  discharged. 

After  the  discharge,  the  judgment  remains  good  against  the  estate,  which  may 
then,  or  at  any  time,  belong  to  the  prisoner,  but  not  against  his  body. 

The  debtor’s  estate  is  made  liable  for  Prison  charges. 

Persons  disqualified  to  give  testimony  may  take  the  poor  debtor’s  oath. 

If  the  creditor  neglects  to  levy  his  execution,  on  the  body  of  the  debtor,  for  thirty 
days  or  more,  after  the  poor  debtor  was  imprisoned,  then  the  body  is  exempted  from 
arrest,  in  any  action  of  debt  on  said  judgment,  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

By  the  law  of  January  1,  1829,  no  person  can  be  committed  to  jail  for  less  than 
$13  33,  and  the  limits  of  the  yard  are  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
where  the  prison  is. 

Vermont. —  Writs  of  attachment  may  issue  against  the  goods,  chattels  or  estate 
of  any  person  or  persons;  and  for  want  thereof,  against  their  bodies. — By  the  law 
of  March  2,  1797.  And  the  body  or  bodies  of  such  person  or  persons,  taken  on 
mesne  process,  shall  be  holden  and  committed  to  Jail,  unless  he,  she  or  they  shall 
procure  some  person  or  persons  to  become  surety  or  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  officer  sending  such  process,  or  to  the  creditor  or  creditors. 

Bail  may  surrender  the  principal  into  court  before  or  during  the  term  in  which 
final  judgment  shall  be  entered,  and  be  discharged  from  further  liability.  Or  the 
principal  may,  at  any  time,  be  committed  to  Jail  by  the  surety  or  sureties,  if  there 
is  danger  of  his  absconding  or  being  out  of  the  way. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  mesne  process,  and  kept  in  Jail  until  final  judgment 
is  rendered,  shall  be  discharged  from  confinement  by  the  jailer,  unless  the  plaintiff 
shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  rendering  of  such  judgment,  charge  him  with 
execution. 

When  movable  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  dama¬ 
ges  or  costs  of  an  execution  and  the  legal  fees  thereon,  the  body  of  the  debtor 
may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  and  committed  to  the  Jail. 

Persons  in  Jail  on  mesne  process,  in  any  civil  action,  or  upon  execution,  founded 
on  any  proper  action  of  debt,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  liberties  of  the  yard,  provided 
they  give  bond  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  &c., 
not  to  pass  such  limits  until  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  by  due  process  of  law. — 
Law  of  March  9,  1797. 

Jail  limits  of  the  several  counties  not  to  exceed  in  extent  four  square  miles. — 
Law  pf  November,  1813. 

Debtors  are  permitted  to  retain,  not  liable  to  attachment  on  mesne  process  or 
execution,  the  following  articles — 1  cow,  and  such  suitable  apparel,  bedding,  tools, 
arms,  and  articles  of  household  furniture,  as  may  be  necessary  for  upholding  life. 
■ — Law  of  March  7,  1797. 

By  law  of  November,  1818,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  articles,  exempted  from 
attachment,  &c.,  the  following  are  included — 10  sheep,  and  1  year’s  product  of 
said  sheep,  either  of  wool,  yarn  or  cloth,  the  best  swine,  or  the  meat  of  said 
swine,  and  forage  sufficient  to  keep  10  sheep  and  1  cow. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  if  they  have  no  property  to 
satisfy  said  execution,  may  take  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  and  be  discharged,  having 
first  given  six  days’  notice  of  his  intention  to  take  such  oath,  to  the  creditor,  if  he 
live  within  the  county,  and  twelve  days’  notice,  if  the  creditor  live  without  the  limits 
of  the  county. 
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The  body  of  any  poor  debtor,  so  discharged  from  imprisonment,  as  aforesaid,  by 
taking  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  shall  not  be  again  liable  to  arrest  or  imprisonment 
for  the  same  debt;  but  the  debtor’s  property  and  estate  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken 
for  said  debt,  equally  as  before,  and  his  estate  shall  also  be  liable  for  his  prison 
charges  during  all  the  time  of  his  imprisonment. 

Massachusetts. — The  property  exempt  from  attachment  is  the  wearing  apparel, 
beds,  bedsteads,  bedding  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor  necessary  for  him¬ 
self,  wife  and  children  ;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occupation ; 
the  Bibles  and  school  books  which  may  be  in  actual  use  in  his  or  her  family ;  to¬ 
gether  with  one  cow  and  one  swine  ;  provided,  that  the  beds  and  bedding,  exempt¬ 
ed  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bedding  for  two 
persons;  and  household  furniture,  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

By  a  subsequent  law,  the  following  articles  are  added  to  the  foregoing,  viz :  six 
sheep,  and  two  tons  of  hay  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  and  for  the  use  of  a  cow  :  said 
sheep,  however,  are  not  to  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars. 

By  a  still  later  law,  all  cast-iron  or  sheet-iron  stoves,  used  exclusively  for  the 
purpose  of  warming  buildings,  are  exempted ;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one 
such  stove  to  each  building,  occupied  by  the  same  person  or  family,  shall  be  so  ex¬ 
empted. 

Body  of  the  debtor  liable  to  arrest  and  commitment  to  Jail,  on  mesne  process  and 
execution,  for  any  sum  where  the  debt  or  damage  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dol¬ 
lars. 

Where  the  debt  or  damage  does  not  exceed  five  dollars,  the  body  cannot  be  ar¬ 
rested  ;  property  only  can  be  taken. 

When  the  body  of  the  debtor  shall  be  committed  to  close  confinement  in  any  Jail, 
he  shall  be  furnished  with  an  apartment  separate  from  that  occupied  by  criminals. 

Jail  yards  are  not  to  extend  more  than  fifty  rods  from  the  Jail. 

Any  person  imprir^ned  for  debt,  either  upon  mesne  process  or  execution,  shall  be 
allowed  the  liberties  of  the  Jail  yard,  on  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sure¬ 
ties,  to  the  creditor  or  creditors,  in  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is  imprisoned,  con¬ 
ditioned  that  he  will  not  depart  from  the  Prison  limits. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal,  and  be  discharged  from  any  fur¬ 
ther  liability. 

Whenever  any  person,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  shall  wish  to  avail 
himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  by  taking  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath,  and  thereupon  being  discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  he  must 
make  application  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  a  notice  to 
the  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  attorney,  &c.,  thirty  days  previous  to  the  time 
appointed  for  his  being  admitted  to  said  oath. 

It,  after  examination  had  before  the  proper  authorities,  the  debtor  shall  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  and  shall  take  said  oath,  he  shall  thereupon  be  discharged  from  his  imprison¬ 
ment. 

Such  discharge  does  not  at  all  affect  the  claim  of  the  creditor  on  any  property  the 
debtor  may  subsequently  possess.  The  body  of  the  debtor,  however,  can  never  be 
afterwards  arrested  for  the  same  debt  or  demand. 

If  any  town  shall  become  liable  for  the  support  of  any  poor  prisoner  in  Jail, 
said  town  may  recover  any  expense,  so  incurred,  of  the  creditor  who  imprisoned 
him. 

Neither  jailer  or  other  person  is  permitted  to  give  or  furnish  any  spirituous  liquor 
to  persons  committed  to  Jail,  either  for  debt  or  for  crime. 

No  person  committed  to  prison  on  execution  for  debt,  if  not  discharged  from  his 
imprisonment  within  ninety  days  from  his  commitment,  shall  be  allowed  to  have 
the  liberties  of  the  yard  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than  ninety  days  ;  but  shall  be 
put  in  close  confinement,  and  be  so  continued  until  discharged  from  prison  by  the 
creditor,  or  in  due  course  of  law. 

Rhode  Island. — Where  property  cannot  be  found  sufficient  for  the  security  or 
payment  of  a  debt,  the  body  of  the  debtor  may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  by  virtue  of 
any  original  writ  or  mesne  process. 

If  the  debtor  can  find  sureties  for  his  appearance  at  court,  &c.,  the  officer  having 
him  in  custody  may  hold  him  to  bail. 

If  the  debtor  cannot  find  proper  sureties,  he  is  to  be  committed  to  Jail ;  but  he 
may  be  discharged  and  suffered  to  go  at  large  at  any  time  before  judgment  shall  be 
obtained,  in  case  he  can  find  sufficient  sureties. 

In  case  he  can  find  no  such  sureties,  and  continues  in  Jail  till  final  judgment,  he 
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must  be  kept  in  Jail  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  court,  in  order  to  be  taken  on 
execution.  But  if  the  creditor  shall  not  take  the  debtor  on  execution  within  thirty 
days,  then  the  sheriff  shall  discharge  said  debtor  from  his  confinement. 

Executions  on  a  judgment  for  debt  run  against  the  body,  provided  property  can¬ 
not  be  found,  &c. ;  and  the  debtor  may  be  committed  to  Jail. 

The  debtor  may,  however,  if  he  can  find  proper  sureties,  have  the  liberty  of  the 
Jail  yard. 

Bail  may,  at  any  time,  surrender  the  principal,  and  thereby  be  discharged  from 
further  liability. 

A  poor  debtor,  confined  in  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  may,  if  he  see  fit,  enter  a 
complaint  to  the  competent  authority,  stating  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  said  debt,  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  and  be  discharged 
from  his  imprisonment.  In  this  case,  notice  of  such  complaint  and  the  debtor’s  in¬ 
tention  must  be  given  to  the  creditor,  or  his  attorney,  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  appointed,  &c ;  and,  on  being  admitted  to  his  oath,  the  debtor  may  be  dis¬ 
charged. 

But,  by  a  law  of  1323,  if  the  creditor  shall  appear,  by  himself  or  attorney,  and 
shall  advance  to  the  jailer  one  dollar  per  week,  (including  also  the  time  when  the 
complaint  was  made,  until  the  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered,)  for  the  future 
support  of  such  complainant,  he  shall  not  be  discharged  until  such  advance  be  dis¬ 
continued. 

And,  furthermore,  'whenever  discharged,  the  debtor  is  to  leave  with  the  jailer, 
for  the  creditor,  his  promissory  note,  payable  in  two  years  from  date,  with  interest, 
for  the  amount  of  such  execution. 

Having  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  discharged  by  provision  of  law,  does  not 
exempt  the  property  or  estate  of  the  debtor  from  subsequent  attachment ;  but  on¬ 
ly  the  body  from  arrest  for  the  same  debt. 

The  following  articles  are  by  law  exempted  from  attachment. 

One  bed  and  bedding  for  every  tv.ro  persons  in  a  family,  and  also,  for  each  person 
in  a  family,  one  chair,  one  knife  and  fork,  one  plate,  one  cup  and  saucer,  together 
with  other  necessary  furniture,  provided  the  whole,  including  beds  and  bedding, 
do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  ;  also,  necessary  wearing  apparel, 
together  with  one  cow  or  hog,  and  the  working  tools  of  said  debtor,  necessary  for 
his  or  her  usual  occupation  ;  provided  the  said  tools  do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum 
of  thirty  dollars. 

Nevo-York. — Jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  extends  to  all  actions  where 
the  amount  claimed  does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars. 

“  No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  upon  any  execution  issued  from  a 
justice’s  court.” — 2 d  vol.  of  Revised  Statutes,  page  253. 

“  No  female  shall  be  imprisoned  on  any  process  in  any  civil  action  founded  upon 
contract.” — 2d  vol.  Revised  Statutes,  page  42S. 

Excepting,  as  above,  in  regard  to  females,  the  body  of  a  debtor  may  be  arrested 
and  committed  to  Jail  for  any  sum,  either  on  mesne  process  or  execution. 

Insolvent  debtors  may  be  discharged  from  their  debts,  on  executing  an  assign¬ 
ment  of  all  their  estate  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  and  by  a  petition  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  signed  by  himself,  and  so  many  of  his  creditors,  residing  within  the  United 
States,  as  have  debts  owing  to  them  at  the  time,  in  good  faith,  amounting  to  two 
thirds  of  all  his  debts.  He  must  make  out  a  schedule  of  all  his  properly,  of  every 
description,  which  must  be  presented  to  the  proper  officer,  and  which  must  be 
sworn  to  by  the  debtor  as  true. 

After  a  proper  hearing,  on  a  day  appointed,  if  no  fraud  appears,  the  debtor  may 
be  discharged  from  all  liability  for  any  debts  previously  contracted  ;  and,  if  in  pris¬ 
on,  shall  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Insolvent  debtors  may,  by  petition  for  that  purpose,  and  by  a  voluntary  assign¬ 
ment  of  all  their  estate,  after  a  hearing  before  a  proper  tribunal,  as  provided  by 
law,  have  their  property  distributed  to  their  creditors,  and  their  bodies  afterwards  se¬ 
cured  from  arrest  for  such  debts ;  but  their  property,  should  they  afterward  have  any, 
is  still  holden,  and  may  be  attached  for  the  same  debts.  If  in  Prison,  they  are,  af¬ 
ter  such  assignment,  if  accepted,  to  be  discharged  from  their  imprisonment. 

Certain  articles  of  furniture,  tools  of  one’s  trade,  &c.,  &c.,  as  usual,  are  exempted 
from  attachment;  family  Bible,  school  books,  used  by  or  in  the  family,  family  pic¬ 
tures,  and  books,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  value,  which  are  kept  and  used  as  a 
family  library  ;  a  seat  or  pew,  occupied  by  the  debtor  or  his  family,  in  any  house 
of  public  worship  ;  ten  sheep,  with  their  fleeces  ;  one  cow  and  two  swine,  and  the 
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necessary  food  for  them  ;  all  necessary  pork,  beef,  fish,  flour  and  vegetables,  actu¬ 
ally  provided  for  family  use ;  and  fuel  for  sixty  days. 

Prisoners  for  debt  are  not  to  be  confined  in  the  same  apartment  with  criminals. 

Jail  liberties  shall  not  exceed,  in  extent,  five  hundred  acres,  and  shall  be  laid  out 
in  a  square  or  parallelogram,  as  near  as  may  be. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  for  debt  may  have  the  privilege  of  going  at  large  on 
the  Jail  limits,  by  finding  surety  in  double  the  amount  of  the  debt,  that  they  will  not 
go  off  from  the  same.  If  they  cannot  find  such  surety  or  sureties,  they  are  to  be 
kept  in  close  custody. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal. 

Debtor,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  issued  by  a  justice,  must  be  kept  there 
until  the  debt  shall  be  paid,  or  he  be  thence  discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

If  the  debtor  have  a  family  in  the  State,  for  which  he  provides,  and  be  not  a  free¬ 
holder,  he  shall  be  discharged  from  Prison  after  thirty  days.  If  he  have  no  family, 
and  be  not  a  freeholder,  he  shall  be  discharged  after  sixty  days. 

Persons  arrested  by  virtue  of  an  execution  issued  on  any  judgment  rendered  in  a 
Court  of  Record  shall  be  safely  kept  in  secure  custody,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law,  at  their  own  expense,  until  said  execution  be  satisfied,  or  they  be  discharg¬ 
ed  according  to  law. 

JVew- Jersey. — By  law  of  February,  1818,  “  It  is  unlawful  to  confine  the  person 
of  any  female  for  debt.” 

Other  debtors  may  be  arrested  on  mesne  process  and  execution,  and  committed 
to  Jail  for  any  sum. 

Jail  limits  not  to  exceed  three  acres. 

Debtors  confined  in  Prison  may  have  the  liberties  of  the  Prison  by  giving  the 
requisite  bonds. 

Person  confined  in  Prison  for  debt  may  be  discharged  from  his  imprisonment, 
and  his  person  be  afterwards  exempt  from  arrest  on  all  debts  previously  contracted, 
by  application  io  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  presenting  a  true  account  of  his  es¬ 
tate,  a  list  of  all  his  creditors,  with  the  debts  due  them.  On  making  such  applica¬ 
tion,  and  filing  the  proper  papers,  a  notice  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Court  to  creditors, 
stating  the  fact,  appointing  a  time  for  hearing ;  and  if,  on  a  hearing,  no  fraud  ap¬ 
pear,  the  debtor  may,  on  the  surrender  of  all  his  property,  be  discharged.  Any 
property  he  may  afterwards  have  is,  however,  liable  to  attachment  for  the  same 
demands. 

Debtors  and  criminals  are  not  to  be  confined  together. 

Property  of  debtor  exempt  from  attachment — one  cow,  and  one  bed  and  bedding, 
the  property  of  any  debtor  having  a  family. 

Delaware. — A  debtor  may  be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  in  lack  of  property,  on  any 
original  writ  or  execution. 

Any  person,  imprisoned  in  the  common  Jail  of  any  county,  who  shall  have  resid¬ 
ed  in  the  State  for  one  year  next  preceding  such  imprisonment,  may  petition  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  stating  such  imprisonment,  the  cause, 
the  insolvency  of  petitioner ;  setting  forth  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  his  or  her 
estate,  of  every  kind,  debts,  credits,  &c.,  &c. ;  also  a  correct  list  of  all  creditors, 
with  the  sums  due  them,  &c. ;  and  offering  to  assign  all  his  or  her  estate  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  and  praying,  on  making  such  assignment,  to  be  discharged  from 
imprisonment ;  may,  after  the  usual  hearing  and  forms  in  such  cases,  be  discharg¬ 
ed,  provided  no  fraud  shall  appear  in  the  premises. 

Any  person  imprisoned  for  debt,  who  shall  be  unable  to  support  himself  in  Jail, 
or  whose  family,  if  he  be  detained  in  Prison,  shall  become  a  public  charge,  may 
make  a  representation  of  such  facts  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  such  Court  shall  notify  the  creditor ;  and  if  the  creditor  shall  not,  within 
ten  days,  make  provision  for  the  support  of  such  prisoner  and  family,  the  prisoner 
shall  be  discharged. 

The  discharge  of  a  poor  debtor  from  imprisonment,  by  the  operation  of  the  insol¬ 
vent  laws  of  Delaware,  do  not  exempt  any  property  the  debtor  may  subsequently 
have  from  attachment.  His  body  is  no  more  liable  to  arrest  for  the  same  debts. 

Pennsylvania. — “No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  for  or  by  reason  of 
anv  debt  contracted  after  the  passing  of  this  act.” — Passed  Feb.  8,  1819. 

Body  of  the  debtor,  excepting  as  above,  may  be  arrested  and  committed  to  Jail 
for  any  sum,  either  on  mesne  process  or  execution. 

Poor  debtors,  either  before  or  after  imprisonment,  may,  on  making  an  assign¬ 
ment  of  all  their  estate  to  their  creditors,  be  discharged  from  further  liability,  so  far 
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as  their  persons  arc  concerned;  but  their  property,  should  they  acquire  more, 
would  still  be  liable. 

To  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law,  the  debtor  must  make  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  proper  authority ;  an  investigation  must  be  made,  and  all  the  usual 
steps  in  such  cases  taken. 

A  person  who  has  not  been  a  resident  in  the  State  six  months  cannot  apply  for 
the  benefit  of  the  act,  until  he  shall  have  been  imprisoned  for  three  months  next 
preceding. 

Persons  confined  in  Jail,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars,  may,  after 
thirty  days,  be  discharged  by  the  sheriff. 

Prisoners  for  debt,  unable  to  support  themselves  in  Jail,  are  to  he  allowed  twen¬ 
ty  cents  per  day  by'  the  creditor;  and,  if  this  allowance  is  withholden  by  the  cred¬ 
itor  for  three  day's,  the  prisoner  may,  on  a  representation  to  the  proper  authority', 
be  discharged. 

The  customary  articles  of  household  furniture  are  exempted  by  law  from  attach¬ 
ment. 

j 

Wc  have  thus  given  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States. 

V/e  now  give,  as  proposed,  an  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  imprisonment  fur  debt. 

We  have  endeavored  to  obtain  such  an  expression,  by  addressing  a 
letter  to  many  individuals,  of  well  known  intelligence  and  respectability, 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  circular  was  as  follows 

My  Dear  Sip. — Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  express  your  opinion  on  the 
following  subjects  ? 

1.  What  do  you  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  less  than  one  dollar? 

2.  Do.  for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  ? 

3.  Do.  for  more  than  five  and  less  than  ten  ? 

4.  Do.  for  more  than  ten  and  les3  than  twenty  ? 

5.  Do.  for  more  than  twenty  and  less  than  one  hundred  ? 

6.  Do.  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

7.  What  do  you  think  of  imprisonment  for  thirty'  days,  in  cases  in  which  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath  is  to  be  taken  ? 

8.  Can  Christian  imprison  Christian  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,  with  a  good  conscience  ? 

9.  Can  Christian  imprison  infidel  for  debt,  in  similar  circumstances,  with  a  good 
conscience  ? 

10.  Is  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt  well  proportioned  to  the  aggravation 
of  the  offence,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

11.  What  evil  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt? 

12.  What  benefit  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 

13.  Have  you  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  you  per¬ 
sonally  ? 

Please  to  communicate  any  facts  or  remarks,  on  other  points,  not  embraced  in 
these  questions,  but  touching  the  general  subject,  which  y'ou  may  deem  important. 

The  letters  in  answer  to  this  circular,  together  with  a  few  other  ex¬ 
tracts,  concurring  in  the  expression  of  the  same  opinion  on  this  subject, 
will  now  be  presented. 

Extract  of  a  Leiter  from  Hon.  Silas  TV.  Robbins,  dated  Mount  Sterling,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  June  2,  1830. 

“  Dear  Sir — In  relation  to  the  subjects  of  your  inquiries,  my  mind  ha3  long 
since  been  settled.  Imprisonment  for  debt  must  have  originated  under  government 
in  its  most  rude  and  barbarous  forms;  and  the  continuance  of  the  practice,  under 
well  balanced  authority,  has,  in  my  estimation,  been  owing  to  the  want  of  reflection 
upon  the  subject. 

My  remarks,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  will  all  be  predicated  upon  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  no  evidence  of  fraud  exists  on  the  part  of  the  debtor,  but  that  he  has  be- 
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come  unable  to  meet  his  engagements,  owing  to  misfortune,  miscalculation,  or  any 
casualty  over  which  he  had  no  control. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  penalty  of  an  aggravated  character,  and  cannot  ac¬ 
complish  one  desirable  purpose ;  and  not  one  evil  can  result,  according  to  my  un¬ 
derstanding,  from  its  abolition. 

To  imprison  a  debtor  cannot  enable  him  to  discharge  the  debt ;  but  it  deprives 
the  family  of  his  exertions  for  their  maintenance,  and  society  of  the  product  of  his 
labor.  It  enables  the  creditor  to  gratify  his  vindictive  and  malevolent  feelings  up¬ 
on  the  person  of  his  unfortunate  debtor.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  this 
privilege  has  been,  generally,  abused. 

Policy  would  never  dictate  to  me  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  imprisoning  my 
debtor  to  coerce  payment.  If  he  was  dishonest,  it  would  not  make  him  otherwise, 
and  if  honest,  indulgence  would  operate  upon  the  better  feelings  of  his  nature,  and 
lay  him  under  additional  obligations  to  endeavor  to  comply  with  his  contract.  My 
experience  has  tested  the  correctness  of  this  course  ;  and  I  have  not  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  even  to  embarrass,  much  less  to  imprison,  a  man,  for  debt  due  to  me  person¬ 
ally. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  at  the  session  of  1S21,  repealed  all  laws  which  au¬ 
thorized  a  capias  ad  satisfaciendum  to  issue  for  debt.  In  Jan.,  1827,  the  ca.  sa. 
was  revived  upon  all  judgments,  thereafter  rendered,  in  actions  of  trespass  vi  et  ar- 
?nis,  (not  ejectment,)  and  in  actions  for  words  spoken  or  written  on  seduction.  Thu3 
is  our  law  at  this  time.  The  opinions  thus  expressed  will  include  an  answer  to  all 
your  inquiries;  and,  if  (hey  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  shall  be  amply  com¬ 
pensated  for  my  trouble.” 


This  letter  is  written  by  a  gentleman  from  the  north,  who  has  lived 
many  years  in  Kentucky,  is  a  Judge  in  one  of  the  Courts  of  that  State, 
and  has  had  much  opportunity  of  observation,  both  before  and  since  im¬ 
prisonment  for  debt  was  abolished  in  Kentucky. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  Pitcher,  Sheriff  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 

“  Our  law  authorizes  the  officer,  charged  with  the  service  of  an  execution,  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  insolvent  oath  to  debtors,  and  release  them  without  committing 
to  Jail ;  so  that  no  debtors  actually  insolvent,  unless  obstinate,  are  committed  to 
Prison.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Grimkie,  dated  Charleston,  S.  C., 

Jane  18,  IS30. 

“  Dear  Sir — I  presume  you  have  a  copy  of  the  questions  contained  in  the  cir¬ 
cular,  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear,  in  your  printed  letter.  I  have  therefore 
numbered  them,  and  my  answers  will  bear  corresponding  numbers. 

1,  2,  3,  4.  If  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  scheme  of 
laws,  as  it  now  does,  there  ought  to  be  a  limit ;  and  I  know  none  so  appropriate  as 
to  deny  to  the  creditor  the  privilege  of  imprisonment  under  $20,  that  being  the 
sum  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  above  which  a  citizen  cannot 
he  deprived  of  trial  by  jury. 

5,  6.  I  do  not  think  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  he  allowed  in  any  case,  after 
judgment,  except  on  an  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  for  him,  of  actual  fraud 
or  concealment,  or  of  reason  to  believe  it.  Nor  would  I  suffer  the  plaintiff  to  have 
his  execution,  without  giving  the  defendan*  an  opportunity  to  answer  on  oath,  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  personal  examination,  unless  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  for  him,  would 
swear  that  he  knew  or  believed  that  the  defendant  would  conceal  himself,  or  ab¬ 
scond,  or  was  then  about  to  depart. 

7.  I  see  no  use  in  imprisonment,  at  all,  under  ca.  sa.,  unless  fraud  he  alleged,  or 
believed,  and  know  not  any  reason  for  the  thirty  days’  practice  of  which  you 
speak. 

8.  There  can  he  but  one  answer :  no  Christian  can  do  it  with  a  clear  conscience. 
Nay,  more  ;  he  cannot  imprison  the  infidel  or  the  heathen.  This  answers  9. 

10.  If  there  be  no  allegation  or  belief  of  fraud,  I  can  hardly  consider  the  power 
to  imprison  for  debt,  arbitrarily,  as  any  thing  more  than  personal  tyranny,  the  relic 
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of  a  cruel,  unjust  age,  incapable  of  estimating  the  value  and  dignity  of  personal 
right.  The  disproportion  is  enormous. 

11.  I  am  satisfied  no  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
provided  proper  precautions  be  taken  to  protect  the  creditor,  and  subject  the  unwill¬ 
ing  or  fraudulent  debtor  to  the  law  of  imprisonment. 

12.  I  think  the  following  would  be  some  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt.  1.  Personal  rights  would  acquire  a  new  value,  and  higher 
dignity.  2.  Imprisonment  for  debt  would  be  confined  to  its  proper  object,  viz  :  as 
a  reasonable  means  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  an  important  lawful  end.  3.  Im¬ 
prisonment  lor  debt,  instead  of  being  regarded  as  in  no  respect  disgraceful,  but  rath¬ 
er  a  misfortune,  would  then  be  regarded  as  absolutely  dishonorable  ;  and  this  would 
be  a  powerful  inducement  to  escape  it.  4.  No  considerate  man  would  subject  an¬ 
other  to  this  ordeal,  but  under  circumstances  of  just  suspicion.  5.  Imprisonment 
for  debt  would  never  be  used,  as  it  often  is,  not  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  debtor’s  property,  but  to  extort  money  or  security  from  friends  or  rela¬ 
tions. 

13.  Never,  that  I  remember,  though  I  really  believe  I  have  lost  debts,  whieh  I 
might  otherwise  have  recovered.  Sly  end  would  have  been  attained  under  a 
proper  system. 

I  t.  My  experience  is,  that  the  ca.  sa.  has  scarcely  ever  been  of  any  avail ;  far, 
far  less  efficient  than  a  well  constructed  system  would  make  it.  My  experience 
and  settled  convictions,  after  twenty  years’  practice,  are,  that  in  nine  out  of  ten 
cases,  (and  I  am  not  sure  but  1  may  say  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty,)  the  property 
assigned  was  so  trifling  that  no  one  v/ould  act  as  assignee. 

1  have  confined  what  I  have  said,  in  answrer  to  your  inquiries,  to  the  case  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  body  under  the  ca.  sa.,  or  final  process,  to  compel  payment  of  the  debt.  I 
think  that  the  creditor  should  have  the  privilege,  not  the  common  right,  as  is  the  case 
now,  of  arresting  the  defendant,  on  bail  process,  to  compel  security  for  the  debt.  I 
would  abolish  the  general  right,  but  would  allow  the  creditor  to  employ  this  pro¬ 
cess;  provided ,  in  addition  to  the  customary  affidavit  of  the  debt,  he  would  add,  on 
oath,  either  that  the  debt  was  insecure,  in  his  belief,  or  that  the  defendant  was 
about  to  quit  the  State,  or  alleging  fraud,  or  concealment,  or  unfairness,  in  the  con¬ 
tracting  of  the  debt.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  George  Bristow,  dated  Marlborough  County,  South 
Carolina,  April  24,  1830. 

“  Dear  Sir — I  have  to  inform  you  that  ive  cannot  imprison  any  person,  in  this 
State,  for  less  than  $20.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  S.  Moore,  Sheriff  of  York  County,  South  Caroli¬ 
na,  dated  May  1,  1830. 

“  With  pleasure,  sir,  I  say,  at  this  time,  there  is  neither  criminal  nor  debtor  in 
the  Jail  of  our  District;  and  I  fondly  hope,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  be¬ 
nevolent  institutions  of  the  day,  that  we  will  have  often  similar  reports  to  make.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Medley,  Sheriff  of  the  County,  dated  TVadesbo- 

ro\  JY.  C.,  May  9,  1830. 

“  There  is  one  circumstance  which,  I  perceive,  you  were  not  in  possession  of,  as 
regards  the  collection  of  debt  in  North  Carolina.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  has 
provided  that,  when  a  debtor  is  taken  with  an  execution,  against  his  body,  for  debt, 
he  can  give  bond  and  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  County  Court,  and 
then,  if  he  complies  with  the  act,  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  insolvency,  and 
be  discharged.  This  law  has  existed  since  1826,  and  has  made  a  great  difference  in 
the  number  of  prisoners,  as  almost  every  man  can  give  security  for  his  appearance.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  M.  Reynolds,  Sheriff  of  Campbell  Count y,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  dated  April  21,  1830. 

“  In  Virginia,  debtors  are  seldom  confined  in  Prison.  The  debtor,  on  making  a 
surrender  of  his  all,  is  forthwith  discharged  by  the  Court  of  Insolvency.” 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  Brooinhall,  Sheriff  of  Delaware  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  dated  Chester,  April  7,  1830. 


“  Imprisonment  for  debt,  I  am  led  to  believe,  has  a  demoralizing  tendency;  as  1 
have  known  individuals  striving  to  do  well  previous  to  being  imprisoned,  and  after¬ 
wards  take  to  bad  habits.” 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  S.  Albro,  Sheriff  of  Hunterdon  County,  JV.  J.,  dated 

April  27,  1830. 

“The  laws  of  New  Jersey  provide  food,  bedding,  and  fuel,  for  criminals  in  the 
County  Prisons ;  but  for  debtors  nothing  is  provided  but  walls,  bars,  and  bolts.  An 
applicant  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  of  this  State  must  make  oath  that  he 
has  rendered  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
chattels,  moneys  and  effects.  This  inventory  must  accompany  his  petition  to  the 
County  Court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws.  The  Court  then  appoint  him 
a  hearing,  in  forty  days  after  making  this  application.  You  will  now  perceive  that 
the  debtor  must  subsist,  during  these  forty  days,  upon  the  cold  and  precarious 
crumbs  of  charity,  starve  to  death  in  Prison,  or,  infinitely  worse  than  either,  live 
upon  the  avails  of  a  forsworn  conscience.” 


From  the  Providence  Daily  Advertiser. 

“  Saturday  last,  being  return  day,  upwards  of  twenty  persons  were  committed  to 
Jail,  in  this  town,  for  debt,  on  executions.  This  is  the  residuum  of  the  shocks  of 
1329.  Among  the  debtors  are  many  of  our  most  worthy  fellow  citizens.  One  of 
them,  Captain  Samuel  Godfrey,  is  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  with  the  loss  of  hear¬ 
ing,  and  nearly  bent  double  by  infirmities.  He  is  committed,  too,  not  for  a  debt  of 
his  own,  but  for  having  been  an  endorser.  We  envy  not  the  feelings  of  a  creditor, 
who  thus  exacts  the  pound  of  flesh,  at  an  age,  too,  when  the  sources  of  life  are  so 
dried  up,  that  he  might  venture  to  cut  it  out  without  the  risk  of  drawing  a  drop  of 
blood !” 

A  Turk's  Thought  on  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

A  captain  of  a  trading  ship,  being  not  long  since  in  Constantinople,  lodged  in  the 
house  of  a  sea-faring  Turk.  One  day  he  observed  to  the  Mussulman  that,  in  all 
his  walks  through  the  immense  city  of  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs,  he  had  not 
seen  any  thing  like  a  Jail  for  imprisonment  of  debtors.  “  Christian  dog,”  said  the 
‘disciple  of  Mahomet,  “do  you  suppose  that  we  are  so  debased  as  to  copy  the  Naz- 
arine  policy  ?  We  take  care  to  strip  a  debtor  of  all  his  property,  so  far  as  it  will  go 
to  pay  his  just  debts ;  but  there  we  leave  him  ;  we  instantly  turn  him  loose  to  be¬ 
gin  the  world  again.  The  believers  in  our  prophet  are  above  shutting  up  their/eZ- 
low  men  in  cages,  in  order  to  persecute,  starve  and  torment  them.  We  make  a 
distinction  between  a  man  and  a  rat.  I  have  been  in  several  of  the  Naiarine 
[Christian]  cities,  and  never  looked  at  a  debtor’s  Prison  without  horror,  as  a  place 
where  man  is  degraded  to  the  condition  of  a  rat.”  Several  American  Papers. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Robert  Ralston  of  Philadelphia. 

In  answer  to  the  six  first  questions,  he  says,  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be 
abolished. 

The  7th  question,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  30  days,  he  does  not  understand. 

The  8th  question,  he  thinks  not. 

The  9th,  the  same. 

The  10th,  the  same. 

The  11th,  he  says,  none,  I  should  hope  in  the  providence  of  God. 

The  12th,  he  says,  as  the  great  consideration,  divine  approbation. 

The  13th,  he  says,  never,  so  far  as  can  be  recollected. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  signed  Hamilton,  dated  Philadelphia,  March  5,  1830. 

“  The  cruel  effects,  and  the  suffering  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
its  almost  universal  inefficacy  in  producing  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  creditor, 
have  for  a  long  time  attracted  public  attention,  and  been  depicted  in  vivid  colors 
by  different  writers,  in  the  hope  of  removing  the  evil.  But  improvements  of  every 
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kind,  however  plain  and  palpable,  travel  at  a  snail’s  pace,  when  they  have  to  en¬ 
counter  inveterate  prejudice.  It  has  ofien  happened  that  it  required  half  a  century 
to  remove  a  crying  evil,  about  which  no  two  enlightened  men  could  for  a  moment 
differ  in  opinion ;  and  cases  are  by  no  means  rare,  in  which  half  a  century  has 
been  found  inadequate  for  the  purposd.  The  abuses  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
Great  Britain,  and  its  ruinous  delays  of  justice,  almost  equivalent  to  a  denial,  are 
strongly  in  point. 

The  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  somewhat  mitigated  in  some  of  the 
Slates  ;  but  in  others  it  remains  in  ali  its  frightful  enormity.  In  this  State,  no 
man,  who  can  give  adequate  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  insolvent  court, 
need  go  to  Jail.  Nevertheless,  hundreds  are  sen,  to  Jail  for  want  of  security.  In 
Massachusetts,  a  law  is  in  force,  how  long  I  cannot  tell,  which  prohibits  imprison¬ 
ment  for  debts  under  five  dollars. 

A  most  astounding  and  revolting  fact  lias  been  just  presented  to  the  public  by 
the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society,  (one  of  the  most  philanthropic  and  benefi¬ 
cent  societies  in  the  counl ry.)  respecting  the  state  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  It  appears, 

‘  On  the  authority  of  Mr.  Rowen,  keeper  of  the  debtor’s  apartment  in  that  city, 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  [for  debt]  during  the  year  1823,  was 
1035!  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $25,403;  (he  damages  to  $362, 07<i ! 
the  amount  paid  in  Jail,  $295  !  which  hears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debt,  the 
propor.ion  of  1  to  S6 !  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  of  1  to  1313!’ — 
Fourth  Report,  page  17. 

Probably,  among  the  variety  of  abuses  attendant  on,  and  inseparable  from,  civil 
society,  a  more  monstrous  or  shocking  fact  cannot  be  produced,  or  one  more  at 
variance  with  our  boasted  civilization. 

The  facts  in  this  connexion  in  our  city  are  not  quite  so  revolting ;  but  they  are 
sufficiently  so  to  cal!  for  a  radical  remedy.  But  a  short  law  of  twenty  lines,  abol¬ 
ishing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  five  dollars,  which  might  be  passed  in  three 
days,  would  remove  some  of  the  most  crying  enormities  of  our  present  system. 

The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  the  debtor’s  apartment  in  this  city,  from 
June  6,  1S29,  until  February  24,  1330,  was  817,  of  whom  there  were — 

30  whose  debts  were  below  1  dollar. 

233  above  1  and  below  5  dollars. 

*  174  above  5  and  below  10  dollars. 

140  above  10  and  below  20  dollars. 

142  above  20  and  below  100  dollars. 

93  above  100  dollars. 

817 

Of  252  of  these  unfortunate  people,  the  debts  were  $603  and  the  costs  $448) 

Of  64,  the  debts  were  $53  and  the  costs  $120  ! 

That  thi3  state  of  things  calls  for  a  remedy,  will  not  be  questioned.  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  law  is  a  remedy,  plain,  simple,  and  effectual,  as  to  the  most  grievous  por¬ 
tion  of  the  evil ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  applied  without  delay. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  such  a  law  would  considerably  diminish  the  poor  rates. 
The  263  persons  above  referred  to,  whose  debts  are  below  five  dollars,  are  of  the 
class  who  depend  wholly  for  their  own  support,  and  that  of  their  families,  on  their 
labor.  Their  extreme  poverty  precludes  the  idea  of  their  being  able  to  make  any 
provision  for  their  families  during  their  imprisonment ;  and  the  consequence  is, 
that  that  supDort,  in  the  interim,  devolves  on  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

HAMILTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  5,  1S30. 

P.  S. — The  irrefragable  arguments  of  the  following  resolutions,  unanimously 
adopted  at  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  held  in  New  York  on  Tuesday 
last,  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  and  to  the  public  at 
large  : — 

“  Resolved,  That  all  mankind  are  born  free,  and  with  equal  rights ;  that  the 
right  to  life  and  to  personal  liberty  cannot  be  alienated  nor  abridged  by  virtue  of 
any  voluntary  contract. 

“  Resolved,  That  human  life  cannot  be  justly  destroyed,  nor  human  liberty  right 
fully  restrained,  but  for  some  criminal  offence. 
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“  Resolved,  That  debt,  founded  on  fair  contract,  is  no  crime  ;  nor  is  the  non¬ 
payment  of  debt,  through  inability  arising  from  involuntary  error  or  misfortune,  a 
criminal  offence ;  and  no  person  can  be  justly  ‘  deprived  of  his  liberty,’  for  the 
non-payment  of  debt  occasioned  by  the  causes  above  mentioned. 

“  Resolved ,  That  imprisonment  is  punishment,  and,  as  such,  is  inflicted  on  crimi¬ 
nals  ;  that  to  imprison  an  honest,  unfortunate,  insolvent  debtor,  is  to  punish  him 
without  trial  or  conviction,  not  for  crime,  but  misfortune,  and  is  unjust  and  oppres¬ 
sive  ;  and  any  statute  authorizing  such  cruelty  and  injustice  is  an  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  legislative  power. 

“  Resolved ,  That  to  contract  debt  with  fraudulent  intent,  and  to  evade  by  fraudu¬ 
lent  means  the  payment  of  a  just  debt,  are  criminal  offences  ;  and  the  perpetrators 
thereof  ought  to  be  punished  ‘  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,’  and  1  due  process 
of  law’  in  criminal  cases. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  is  the  supreme  ‘  law  of  the  land,’  by  virtue  of 
which  ‘  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  his  crime  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  grand  jury;’  without  which  ‘due  process  of  law,’  a  fraudulent 
debtor  or-  other  criminal  cannot  be  legally  or  justly  ‘  deprived  of  his  liberty,’  or 
otherwise  punished  for  his  crime. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  law  authorizing  the  imprisonment  even  of  a  fraudulent 
debtor,  by  his  creditor,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been,  and  is  now  done,  is 
subjecting  a  criminal  to  punishment  at  the  will  of  his  prosecutor,  ‘  without  pre 
senlment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury  ;’ — without  trial  for  his  alleged  offence  , 
without  proof  of  his  guilt ;  without  ‘  the  judgment  of  his  peers,’  or  the  sentence  of 
any  court  exercising  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  and,  in  short,  without  any  of  ‘  the  due 
process  of  law,’  to  which  every  criminal  is  entitled,  before  he  can,  ‘  by  the  law  of 
the  land,’  be  ‘  deprived  of  his  liberty  ;’  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  several  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  Constitution,  which  are  intended  to  secure  the  personal  liberty  and  the 
right  of  every  criminal  to  a  fair  trial  by  ‘  a  jury  of  his  peers  ’  before  he  can  he 
punished,  or  ‘  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights  and  privileges,’  by  reason  of  any  crimi¬ 
nal  offence. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  he  abolished ;  and 
we  hereby  earnestly  invite  our  fellow  citizens,  throughout  this  and  other  States 
which  have  not  already  repealed  the  law  in  question,  to  unite  and  co-operate  with 
us  in  the  use  of  all  fair  and  lawful  means  to  obliterate  that  foul  blot  which  stains 
the  pages  of  our  statute  book,  dishonors  the  character  of  a  free  people,  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  a  reproach  to  the  nation.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Thomas  Bradford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  dated  Philadelphia, 

June  12,  1830. 

“  My  Dear  Sir — I  am  of  opinion,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  is  wholly  wrong, 
and,  if  proper  measures  were  adopted  by  legislative  enactment,  might  be  rendered 
wholly  useless.  This  remark  answers  the  first  six,  and,  to  some  extent,  all  the 
questions. 

The  object  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  compel  the  debtor  to  .pay  what  he  owes. 
If  he  has  nothing  wherewith  to  pay,  his  imprisonment  prevents  his  acquiring  prop¬ 
erty,  and  thereby  defeats  the  end  proposed.  To  punish  a  man  because  he  is  unable  to 
pay  what  he  owes,  seems  to  me  to  be  making  misfortune  a  crime,  seeing  that  this 
inability  to  pay,  in  many  cases,  arises  from  losses,  sickness,  want  of  prudence  in 
business,  and  the  fluctuation  of  trade,  as  well  as  other  causes,  which  are  not  the  re¬ 
sult  of,  or  connected  with  crime. — Intemperance  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes 
of  small  debts,  and  therefore  the  reformation  of  the  lower  classes,  in  this  matter, 
will  destroy  the  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  small  amounts. 

1  have  had  much  opportunity,  for  many  years,  as  an  Inspector  of  the  Prison,  of 
witnessing  the  evils  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  therefore  can  testify 
to  the  folly  of  the  whole  system.  The  debtor  becomes  reckless  of  character,  disso¬ 
lute,  and  ruined  in  many  instances,  and  returns  to  society  its  bane  and  curse.” 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  Governor  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Boston,  January  6,  1830. 

“  In  connexion  with  the  revision  of  laws  which  relate  to  the  property  of  insolvents, 
those  which  respect  their  persons  do  not  less  require  examination.  The  claims  of 
humanity  have  long  urged  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  i  cannot 
but  recommend,  that  the  rigor  of  the  statutes  should,  at  least,  he  ameliorated,  in 
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this  particular.  The  most  diligent  and  exact  inquiry  has  shown,  that  hut  little 
effect,  in  enforcing  the  payment  of  money,  is  produced  by  confining  the  persons 
of  debtors.  Whatever  decided  advantage,  in  this  respect,  is  experienced,  proceeds 
from  a  dread  of  imprisonment,  which  induces  to  the  honest  application  of  means, 
and  faithful  efforts  to  avoid  it.  This  is  the  true  and  only  purpose  of  the  law ;  and 
any  degree  of  severity  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  accomplish  it,  should  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with.  If  it  was  permitted  to  a  debtor,  when  arrested  on  execution,  instead 
of  being  taken  to  Prison,  to  give  bail  for  his  surrender  at  the  Prison  House  within  a 
prescribed  time,  there  to  be  subjected  to  an  examination,  on  oath,  respecting  his 
ability  and  property,  and  to  be  committed  to  close  custody  if  he  should  be  found  to 
have  practised  fraud,  or  voluntarily  to  delay  his  creditor,  the  ends  of  justice  might 
be  as  well  secured  as  under  the  present  course  of  procedure,  and  the  dictates  of 
benevolence  and  sympathy,  and  the  l  ights  of  humanity,  would  be  reasonably  satis¬ 
fied.  The  general  state  of  embarrassment  which  now  exists,  and  the  increased 
number  of  unfortunate  men  who  are  suffering  from  the  most  unlooked  for  occasions 
cf  calamity,  urge,  with  redoubled  influence,  at  the  present  time,  to  the  proposed, 
er  some  better,  modification  of  the  statutes.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  dated  Boston,  May  18,  1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — The  only  just  or  reasonable  motive  for  imprisoning  a  debtor  seems 
to  he  to  compel  him  to  apply  his  property  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  he  is  about  to  abscond,  and  to  remove  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  credi¬ 
tor,  or  if  he  fraudulently  secretes  or  withdraws  them,  so  that  they  cannot  be  taken 
by  legal  process,  the  creditor,  I  think,  ought  to  have  the  power  to  arrest  him,  and 
to  prevent  him,  if  possible,  from  enjoying  at  ease,  or  spending  in  luxury,  what  he 
lias  thus  unjustly  acquired.  But  when  he  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt,  and  has  no 
property  to  be  surrendered  to  his  creditor,  it  is  wholly  useless,  as  well  as  oppressive, 
to  prolong  his  imprisonment.  Such  a  measure,  if  considered  as  a  punishment  to 
the  debtor,  is  very  unequal  and  unjust,  as  it  is  inflicted  without  any  regard  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  debt,  and  without  any  distinction  between  a  fraudulent  debtor 
and  one  who  is  only  unfortunate.  I  think,  therefore,  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
ought  never  to  be  allowed,  except  in  cases  which  I  consider  fraudulent;  that  is, 
when  the  debtor  fraudulently  or  obstinately  secretes  or  withholds  his  property.  But 
as  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  beforehand  what  cases  fall  within  this  description,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  authorize  the  arrest  of  the  debtor,  making  provision,  at  the 
same  time,  for  an  immediate  discharge  of  his  person,  upon  his  surrendering  all  his 
property  that  is  liable  to  attachment. 

If  a  proper  and  convenient  provision  of  this  kind  could  he  made,  it  would  per¬ 
haps  remove  the  principal  objections  to  the  existing  laws ;  but  so  long  as  imprison¬ 
ment  for  debt  on  mesne  process,  and  on  execution,  is  conducted  as  it  now  is,  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  allowed  for  small  debts,  so  as  to 
teach  the  poorer  class  of  debtors.  It  would  require  more  practical  knowledge  than 
I  possess  on  this  subject,  to  fix  the  amount  of  debt  for  which  it  ought  to  be  allowed  ; 
hut  I  should  be  glad  to  find,  that  it  could  be  limited  to  fifty  dollars.  When  a  man 
whose  living  depends  on  his  manual  labor  is  imprisoned  for  a  debt  which  he  is  un¬ 
able  to  pay,  there  is  a  loss  to  the  community,  as  well  as  to  the  debtor  himself,  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  which  he  might  have  performed  ;  and  the  creditor’s  chance 
of  receiving  payment  is  of  course  diminished.  If  a  debtor  is  unable  to  pay  $10,  it 
seems  to  be  the  height  of  absurdity,  as  well  as  cruelty,  to  take  him  from  his  busi¬ 
ness,  and  to  condemn  him  to  idleness  for  a  time  long  enough  to  have  earned  $20. 

There  is,  pe  rhops,  one  advantage  in  allowing  imprisonment  for  small  debts ;  which 
is,  that  it  tends  to  deter  (he  poor  from  contracling  debts;  and  so  far  as  it  produces 
rh.it  effect,  I  believe  that  it  is  highly  useful.  But  we  daily  see,  that  this  is  not  an 
effectual  remedy,  and  that  many  of  that  class  will  get  credit  where  they  can, 
though  upon  terms  most  oppressive  to  themselves.  If  these  persons  were  wholly 
exempted  from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  they  would  find  it  much  more  difficult  to 
get  credit  than  they  now  do.  This  would  be  beneficial,  not  only  to  themselves,  hut 
also  to  the  clas3  of  creditors  in  general;  as  these  latter, by  giving  less  credit,  would 
probably,  on  the  rvhole,  lose  less  than  they  do  under  the  existing  laws. 

\s  to  the  duration  of  imprisonment,  if  allowed  at  all,  I  should  suppose  30  days 
much  more  than  would  be  commonly  necessary.  All  that  must  be  required  is 
lime  enough  for  the  debtor  to  make  out  a  statement  of  his  property,  and  to  surren¬ 
der  or  convey  it  to  the  person  designated  in  the  law,  and  to  undergo  an  examina¬ 
tion,  on  oath,  as  to  the  truth  of  that  statement.  I  see  no  objection  to  allowing  a 
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discharge,  upon  these  terms,  from  arrest  on  mesne  process,  as  well  as  on  execution. 
It  would  further  tend  to  prevent  abuses  in  this  respect,  if  arrest  on  mesne  process 
were  allowed  for  debt  only,  or  for  injuries  to  property,  that  are  susceptible,  in  some 
degree,  of  a  precise  estimation ;  to  the  exclusion  of  all  cases  of  mere  personal 
wrongs,  and  of  claims  for  unliquidated  and  uncertain  wrongs. 

If  imprisonment  for  debt  is,  as  I  think  it  is,  useless,  when  used  merely  to  compel 
the  surrender  of  property,  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  discharge  the  debt,  it  fol¬ 
lows  that,  in  other  cases,  a  Christian  cannot,  with  a  good  conscience,  make  use  of 
this  process  either  against  a  fellow  Christian  or  an  infidel.” 

Letter  from  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  dated  Washington,  May  2, 1830. 

“Sir — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ISth  of  April,  asking  my  opinion  upon 
several  questions,  all  relative  to  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  express  my  general  opinions  on  that  interesting  subject,  although  they 
are  not  so  matured  as  to  be  entitled  to  influence  other  men’s  judgments.  The  ex¬ 
isting  laws,  I  think,  call  loudly  for  revision  and  amendment.  Your  first  four  ques¬ 
tions  seek  to  know  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  small  sums.  I  am  decidedly 
against  it ;  I  would  carry  the  exemption  to  debts  of  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  at  least. 
Individual  instances  of  evil  or  hardship  might,  I  am  aware,  follow  from  such  a 
change  ;  but  I  am  persuaded  the  general  result  would  be  favorable,  in  a  high  de¬ 
gree,  to  industry,  sobriety,  and  good  morals,  as  well  as  to  personal  liberty. 

You  ask,  in  the  next  place,  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  any  case 
where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud.  Certainly  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  imprisonment  for  debt,  where  it  appears  that  no  fraud  has  been  practised,  or 
intended,  either  in  contracting  the  debt  or  in  omitting  to  pay  it.  But,  then,  it 
seems  to  me,  that,  when  a  man  does  not  fulfil  a  lawful  promise,  he  ought  to  show 
liis  inability,  and  to  show  also  that  his  own  conduct  has  been  fair  and  honest.  He 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  merely  to  say  he  cannot  pay,  and  then  to  call  on  the  cred¬ 
itor  to  prove  that  his  inability  is  pretended  or  fraudulent.  He  ought  to  show  why 
he  does  not  and  cannot  fulfil  his  contract,  and  to  give  reasonable  evidence  that  he 
has  not  acted  fraudulently ;  and,  this  being  done,  his  person  ought  to  be  held  no 
longer.  In  the  first  place,  the  creditor  13  entitled  to  the  oath  of  his  debtor,  and,  in 
the  next  place,  to  satisfactory  explanation  of  any  suspicious  circumstances. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  fraud,  either  of  which,  when  proved,  ought  to  prevent  a 
liberation  of  the  person,  viz  :  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  and  fraud  in  concealing, 
or  making  way  with,  the  means  of  pa]/ment.  And  the  usual  provisions  of  the  bank¬ 
rupt  act  ought  to  be  added,  that  no  one  should  be  discharged,  who  is  proved  to  have 
lost  money  in  any  species  of  gaining;  and  i  should  include,  in  this  class,  all  adven¬ 
turers  in  lotteries.  Having  tendered  his  own  oath,  and  made  just  explanation  of 
any  circumstances  of  suspicion,  if  there  be  such,  and  not  having  lo3t  money  by 
gaming,  the  debtor  ought  to  be  discharged  at  once;  which  answers  another  of 
your  questions ;  for  the  detention  of  thirty  days,  before  the  oath  can  be  taken,  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  wholly  useless. 

You  are  pleased  to  ask  whether,  in  my  judgment,  Christians  can,  with  a  good 
Conscience,  imprison,  either  other  Christians,  or  infidels.  He  would  be  very  little 
of  a  Christian,  I  think,  who  should  make  a  difference,  in  such  a  case,  and  be  willing 
to  use  a  degree  of  severity  towards  Jew  or  Greek,  which  he  would  not  use  towards 
one  of  his  own  faith.  Whether  conscientious  men  can  imprison  any  body  for  debt, 
whom  they  do  not  believe  dishonest  or  fraudulent,  is  a  question  which  every  man, 
while  the  law  allows  such  imprisonment,  must  decide  for  himself.  In  answer  to 
your  inquiry,  whether  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  use  such  coercion,  in  regard  to 
debts  of  my  own,  I  have  to  say,  that  I  never  imprisoned  any  man  for  my  own  debt, 
under  any  circumstances;  nor  have  I,  in  five  and  twenty  years’  professional  prac¬ 
tice,  ever  recommended  it  to  others,  except  in  cases  where  there  was  manifest 
proof,  or  violent  and  unexplained  suspicion,  of  intentional  fraud. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  my  dear  sir,  as  it  is  now  practised,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a 
great  evil ;  and,  it  seems  to  me,  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  larger  part  of  the  evil 
is  obvious.  Nineteen  twentieths  of  the  whole  of  it  would  be  relieved,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  if  imprisonment  for  small  debts  were  to  be  abolished.  That  object  I  beiieve  to 
be  attainable  ;  and  to  its  attainment,  i  think,  the  main  attention  of  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject  should  be  directed.  Small  credits  are  often  given,  on  the 
confidence  of  being  able  to  collect  the  debt  by  the  terrors  of  the  Jail;  great  ones, 
seldom  or  never. 
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Three  simple  provisions  would  accomplish  all,  in  my  opinion,  that  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  absolutely  required  to  a  just  state  of  the  law,  respecting  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  Massachusetts. 

1.  That  no  imprisonment  should  be  allowed,  when  the  debts,  exclusive  of  costs, 
did  not  amount  to  $30. 

2.  That  there  should  be  no  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  as  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  taking  the  poor  debtor’s  oath  ;  nor  any  longer  detention  than  such  as  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  give  parties  notice,  and  time  to  prepare  for  examination ;  and  that  a  con¬ 
venient  number  of  magistrates,  in  every  county,  should,  for  the  purpose  of  adminis¬ 
tering  the  oaths,  be  appointed  by  the  government ;  and  that  such  magistrates 
should  be  clothed  with  such  further  powers  as  might  be  thought  expedient,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  fairness  or  fraud  of  the  debtor’s 
conduct. 

3.  That  in  cases  where  the  debtor  had  been  discharged,  if  the  creditor  would 
make  oath  to  newly  discovered  evidence,  proving  original  fraud,  or,  to  his  belief, 
that  the  debtor  had  subsequently  received  property,  and  concealed  or  withheld  the 
same  from  his  creditors,  it  should  be  competent  to  such  creditor  to  have  investiga¬ 
tion  of  such  charge,  and,  if  made  out,  to  have  execution  against  the  person,  and  if 
not  made  out,  that  the  creditor  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  proceeding. 

Other  provisions  might  doubtless  be  useful ;  but  if  these  three  alone  could  be  ob¬ 
tained,  they  would,  in  a  great  measure,  clear  the  Jails  of  debtors,  and  give  general 
satisfaction,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  creditors. 

I  ought  to  add  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  in  the  common  Jails,  for  mere 
debt,  is  a  barbarism  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Instances  of  such  imprison¬ 
ment,  though  rare,  do  yet  sometimes  occur,  under  circumstances  that  shock  every 
humane  mind.  In  this  respect,  the  law  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  altogether 
reformed.” 

Extract  from  Dr.  Charming’s  Election  Sermon. 

“  I  am  shocked  at  the  imprisonment  of  the  honest  debtor,  and  the  legislation, 
which  allows  the  creditor  to  play  the  tyrant  over  an  innocent  man,  would  disgrace, 
I  think,  a  barbarous  age  I  am  not  less  shocked  by  the  impunity  with  which  crim¬ 
inal  insolvents  continually  escape,  and  by  the  lenity  of  the  community  towards 
these  transgressors  of  its  most  essential  laws.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  dated  Boston,  Sept.  10,  1830. 

“  My  Dear  Sir — The  professional  business  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  has 
not  been  such  as  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  imprisonment 
of  the  poor  for  debt.  But,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  the  arrest  of  poor 
persons,  for  sums  under  fifty  dollars,  is  highly  injurious,  in  its  operation,  to  both 
debtors  and  creditors.  The  expenses  connected  with  it  are  considerable  ;  the  loss 
of  time  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  is  great;  and  the  habits  contracted  or  confirmed 
are  usually  of  the  most  detrimental  nature,  both  to  the  man  and  his  family.  It  is 
my  desire  to  have  the  law,  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  fifty  dollars, 
repealed,  and  the  whole  system  modified.  For  one,  I  should  be  well  pleased  with 
the  experiment.  Imprisonment  is  a  punishment ;  and  is  it  reasonable  that  any  man 
should  he  punished  w  ithout  at  least  clear  primu  facie  evidence  of  crime  ?  To  de¬ 
fraud  men  of  their  property,  by  unjustly  detaining  what  is  due  to  them,  is,  I  admit, 
criminal  in  the  person  thus  detaining;  and  such  criminality  may  lawfully  he  pun¬ 
ished  by  imprisonment.  But  where  the  debtor  has  no  property  to  detain,  and  has 
contracted  his  debts  in  the  common  course  of  business,  why  should  he  he  punished 
with  imprisonment?  My  own  opinion  is,  that  no  person  should  be  arrested  on 
mesne  process  in  a  civil  action,  unless  upon  affidavit  for  sufficient  cause,  shown  be¬ 
fore  some  competent  person,  authorized  to  administer  the  oath,  and  whose  duty  it 
shall  he  to  judge  whether  the  case  stated  in  the  affidavit  comes  within  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  law ;  and  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  person  thus  arrested,  as  also 
when  taken  on  execution,  should  be  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  as  soon  as 
the  creditor,  or  his  attorney,  can  he  notified  to  attend,  if  it  he  found  on  his  examina¬ 
tion  that  he  is  destitute  of  property.  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opin¬ 
ion  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  every  case,  hut  should 
prefer,  in  the  first  instance,  a  modification  of  the  existing  laws,  with  a  view,  if 
found  beneficial,  to  the  final  change  of  the  whole  system.  With  these  views,  I 
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may  add  that,  except  on  just  suspicion  of  fraudulent  conduct,  at  the  time  of  con¬ 
tracting  the  debt,  or  in  fraudulently  concealing  property'  to  avoid  payment  of  the 
debt,  I  think  no  man  or  Christian  is  warranted  in  imprisoning  the  person  of  his  fel 
low  man  or  Christian  brother. 

With  the  sincerest  gratitude  for  your  benevolent  exertions,  and  with  the  expect¬ 
ation  that  y-our  labors  will  be  still  more  and  more  blest,  in  ameliorating  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  our  Jails  and  Prisons,  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the 
greatest  regard,  &c.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  dated  Charlestown,  Mass.,  4 th 

Sept.,  1S30. 


“  Dear.  Sir — I  have  duly  received  your  letter,  requesting  my  opinion  cn  sev¬ 
eral  subjects  connected  with  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  must  leave  it  to  those  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  practical  effect  of  the  existing  laws,  to  make  a  discrimina¬ 
tion  between  the  operation  of  these  laws,  in  reference  to  the  different  sums  you 
have  named.  My  view  of  the  subject  requires  no  such  discrimination.  But  were 
I  obliged  to  give  a  specific  answer  to  y-our  first  question,  ‘  What  do  y-ou  think  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  for  sums  less  than  one  dollar  V  I  should  say7,  I  think  it  a  dis¬ 
grace  to  the  community  where  it  is  tolerated ;  and  that  a  person,  who  -would  de¬ 
prive  a  fallow  creature  of  his  liberty  for  inability  to  pay  that  sum,  ought  himself  to 
be  sent  to  the  State’s  Prison,  till  he  had  learned  humanity,  or  rather  to  the  Insane 
Hospital,  till  he  was  restored  to  reason. 

But  I  ought  to  recollect  that  even  such  imprisonment  has  been  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  our  ancient  commonwealth,  and  is  now  authorized  by  the  laws  and  daily- 
practice  of  some  of  the  sister  States;  and  that  individuals  are  not  justly  chargeable 
with  the  iniquity  of  a  system  established  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  sanctioned  by- 
custom.  It  is  one  of  the  worst  effects  of  bad  laws,  that  they  corrupt  public  senti¬ 
ment.  ' 

It  is  said  to  have  been  remarked,  by  the  venerable  Attorney-General  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  on  occasion  of  the  late  trial  at  Salem,  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
the  common  law  had  not,  by  the  statute  of  1  Ann,  been  brought  a  little  nearer  to 
common  sense,  in  reference  to  the  trial  of  accessories,  before  the  conviction  of  a 
principal.  I  fear  there  is  too  great  reason  to  say,  that  we  live  under  a  system  of 
laws,  touching  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  utterly  at  war,  not  only  with 
common  sense,  but  common  humanity. 

Although  crime  may  be  connected  with  insolvency,  yet  insolvency  is  not  of  it¬ 
self  a  crime.  Where  fraud  has  been  committed,  let  that  fraud  be  proceeded  against 
under  known  laws,  and  punished,  I  care  not  how  severely,  so  the  bounds  of  reason 
and  humanity  are  not  passed.  But  inability  to  pay  one’s  debts  is  itself  no  proof 
of  crime.  It  may,  and  often  does,  arise  from  the  act  of  God,  and  misfortune  in  all 
its  forms.  A  man  may  become  insolvent  in  consequence  of  sickness,  shipwreck,  a 
fire,  a  bad  season,  political  changes  affecting  trade  at  home  and  abroad;  or,  being 
wholly  prosperous  in  his  own  business,  he  may  be  involved  in  the  ruin  of  his  debt¬ 
or.  In  the  eye  of  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  a  man’s  inability  to  meet  his  obliga¬ 
tions,  produced  in  any  of  these  ways,  is  a  crime  punishable  by-  imprisonment. 

Suppose  a  Legislature  were  to  pass  a  law,  that  whoever  should  have  a  ship  cast 
away,  or  a  ware-house  burnt  down,  should  be  imprisoned  thirty  days.  What  would 
be  thought  of  their  humanity  ?  what  of  their  sanity  ?  Such,  however,  in  substance, 
is  the  law  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  -The  absurdity,  of  such  a  system 
is  as  glaring  as  its  cruelty. 

It  is  objectionable  on  another  ground.  To  deprive  a  citizen  of  liberty  is  one  of 
the  highest  inflictions  of  penal  justice.  Next  to  capital  punishment,  it  is  the  most 
infamous  punishment  known  to  our  law.  The  power  of  wielding  this  formidable 
weapon  ought  to  be  lodged  exclusively-  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrate.  Grave  pub¬ 
lic  reasons  should  alone  decide  when  it  should  be  employed.  The  present  law  sub¬ 
mits  to  the  discretion,  the  caprice,  and  the  passions  of  the  creditor,  whether  he  will 
or  will  not  subject  a  citizen  to  this  odious  infliction  of  penal  justice.  There  are- 
men  in  the  community  who  make  a  livelihood  from  buying  up  bad  debts.  The 
State  puts  its  sheriffs,  and  constables,  and  the  keys  of  its  Prisons,  under  their  con¬ 
trol,  and  they-  daily  rvield  their  dreadful  power,  from  motives  of  interest ;  sometimes 
without  the  possibility  of  deriving  benefit:  but  more  frequently  with  a  studied  and 
tantalizing  choice  of  time  and  circumstances,  such  as  to  give  to  personal  duress  the 
character  and  effects  of  torture.  Torture,  in  fact,  it  is ;  and  many  persons  no  doubt, 
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would  rather  lose  the  joint  of  a  finger,  or  submit  to  a  few  turns  of  a  thumb-screw 
in  private,  than  be  shut  up  in  the  wards  of  a  Jail. 

Fortunately  for  the  credit  of  the  country  at  large,  though  to  the  discredit  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  our  law  on  this  subject  is  behind  the  legislation  of  the  majority  of  the 
States.  Very  few  States  in  the  Union  deem  so  lightly  of  the  value  of  the  blessings 
which  they  secure  to  their  citizens,  as  to  allow  an  individual  to  deprive  his  neigh¬ 
bor  of  his  liberty,  for  thirty  days,  for  a  debt  of  five  dollars. 

When  the  enormity  and  scandal  of  such  legislation  are  considered,  we  can  only 
wonder  that  it  can  subsist  for  a  day  in  a  community  where  the  people  make  the 
laws,  especially  when  we  inquire  what  class  of  society  is  benefited  by  them. 
Creditors  are  not  greatly  benefited,  as  is  notorious  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  last 
Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  a  report  made  to  a  meeting  of  gentle¬ 
men  assembled  in  Boston,  a  year  or  two  since,  to  consider  this  subject,  it  is  stated 
that,  ‘  within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  costs  that  have  accrued  in  suits  against 
insolvents  have  amounted  to  more  than  one  million  of  dollars.’ 

It  surely  cannot  be  the  interest  or  the  wish  of  the  mass  of  the  people  to  lay  such 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  those  benefited  by  the  prosecution  of 
petty  debts. 

Considered  in  connexion  with  the  public  good,  and  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  the 
facts  disclosed  in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  present 
matter  of  reflection  painfully  important.  Seventy-five  thousand  freemen,  in  these 
United  States,  it  is  estimated,  are  annually  subjected,  under  the  existing  laws,  to 
the  infamous  punishment  of  a  Prison !  And  the  costs  and  damages  exceed,  in  many 
cases,  the  amount  of  the  debts  for  which  they  are  imprisoned  ! 

There  are  several  governments  called  despotic,  where  no  such  outrage  on  reason 
and  humanity  is  tolerated.  That  it  is  submitted  to  in  this  community,  is  a  proof 
how  much  practical  oppression  a  people  will  endure,  who  enjoy,  in  theory,  the 
power  of  providing  a  remedy.  The  acts  of  the  British  government,  which  drove 
our  fathers  to  arms,  were  infinitely  less  grievous  than  the  laws  in  question.  Nor  is 
there  any  question  of  national  or  party  politics,  that  now  excites  the  sensibility  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  so  much  concerns  them  as  this  subject,  in 
regard  to  which  so  great  an  apathy  prevails. 

Harsh,  however,  as  the  expression  may  sound,  if  the  people,  possessing  the 
means  of  a  perfect  and  instant  remedy  in  their  hands,  will  not  apply  it,  they  ought 
to  suffer.  Were  it  not  that  the  unfortunate  class  who  suffer  most. — the  poor"  and 
friendless — are  unable  effectually  to  make  their  wishes  felt,  and  their  rights  respect¬ 
ed,  nothing  would  need  to  be  said.  A  fortnight’s  time  devoted,  to  the  subject  by 
the  General  Court,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  enact  a  statute  which  would  bring 
the  law  nearer  to  humanity  and  reason  ;  and,  if  the  people  wish  for  such  a  statute, 
it  is  very  easy  to  make  their  wish  known  and  respected. 

Wishing  entire  success  to  all  judicious  exertions  to  effect  this  end,  I  remain,  &c.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  IL.  TV.  Dwight,  M.  C.,  dated  Washington,  D.  C., 

May  10, 1830 

My  Deae  Sib. — My  answer  to  your  6th  question  supersedes  a  reply  to  all  that 
precede  it. 

I  think  ‘  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  every  case  in  which  (here  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,’  but  a  relic  of  the  barbarous  ages.  I  do  not  know  what  a  Christian  might  do 
with  a  Christian  or  an  infidel.  I  fear  too  little  of  Christianity  enters  into  any  of  (he 
concerns  of  common  life.  No  ‘  benefits  result  from  continuing,  and  no  evils  would 
result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.’ 

I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personal¬ 
ly,  and  whenever,  in  fifteen  years’  practice,  I  have  done  so  for  a  client,  1  have  al¬ 
ways  found  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  done  so.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  dated  Boston,  April  30,  1830. 

“  I  consider  imprisonment  for  debt,  under  the  present  regulations,  in  all  cases,  in¬ 
judicious,  as  a  means  of  recovery ;  of  an  obvious  tendency  to  produce  cruelty  on  the 
one  side,  and  vice  on  the  other;  disproportioned  to  the  offence,  where  no  fraud  is 
imputed,  and,  where  it  is,  of  a  vindictive  rather  than  a  correcting  nature ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  a  punishment  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  unworthy  of  countenance  in  a 
community  calling  itself  Christian.  I  think  great  benefits  would  be  experienced, 
or,  at  least,  great  evils  avoided,  by  the  abolition,  or  essential  modification,  of  the 
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present  mode  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  provided  some  other  punishment  were  sub¬ 
stituted  in  its  place  ;  though  I  should  fear  its  abolition,  without  some  substitute, 
would  only  add  to  the  evils  already  existing  in  society.  So  far  from  finding  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  imprison  any  one  for  debt  to  myself,  I  should  think  myself  very  ill  em¬ 
ployed  with  a  view  to  my  own  interest,  and  much  more  so  in  a  moral  view,  in  con¬ 
fining  those  who  owe  me  much  larger  sums  than  any  you  have  named  in  your 
questions,  which  they  are  now  unable  to  pay.  I  consider  my  only  chance  of  recov¬ 
ery  is  in  allowing  them  to  pursue  their  occupations.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  dated  Boston,  June  21,  1S30. 

“  My  Dear  Sir — To  imprison  a  debtor,  either  Christian  or  heathen,  believer  or 
infidel,  where  there  was  no  fault  or  fraud  on  his  part,  and  whose  inability  to  pay 
arose  wholly  from  misfortunes,  which  human  prudence  and  a  reasonable  use  of  his 
faculties  could  not  guard  him  against,  he  his  debt  one,  ten,  or  ten  thousand  dollars, 
in  my  mind,  would  be  unjust,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  unchristian.  A  debtor  who  is 
without  fault  ought  to  be  exempt  from  suffering,  disgrace,  or  punishment ;  and  a 
fraudulent,  unfair,  dishonest  debtor  ought  not  to  escape  without  being  punished 
according  to  the  aggravation  of  his  offence.  Unless  some  penalty  is  annexed  to 
dishonest  insolvency,  people  will  be  induced  to  buy  on  credit,  and  live  on  the  fruit 
of  the  labor  of  others,  rather  than  to  earn  something  themselves.  Nothing  is  more 
frequent,  even  as  the  law  now  is,  than  for  a  debtor,  who  has  numerous  meritorious 
creditors,  and  has  reduced  his  property  by  living  above  his  income,  or  incautious 
speculations,  so  that  he  cannot  pay  them  all,  to  convey  all  his  property  in  trust  to 
some  favorite  creditors,  and  set  all  other  creditors  at  defiance,  offering  them  noth¬ 
ing,  unless  they  will  take  a  small  per  cent,  of  their  debt,  and  discharge  the  whole. 
A  failure  in  business,  and  paying  a  small  part,  or  nothing,  of  what  one  owes,  is  too 
lightly  considered,  in  the  estimation  of  the  community  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  instances  are  increased  on  that  account.  Bankruptcy  is  viewed  very  different¬ 
ly,  now,  from  what  it  ivas  in  the  days  of  our  Puritan  ancestors,  who,  though  they 
might  not  be  a9  well  informed  as  the  present  generation,  possessed  as  much  moral 
purity,  as  to  mine  and  thine.  The  elder  President  Adams,  in  his  Novanglus,  page 
4th,  speaking  of  the  days  of  1761,  says,  ‘At  that  time,  bankruptcy  was  infamous ;■ 
now  [1819]  it  is  scarcely  disgraceful.’  Bankruptcy,  arising  from  the  causes  which 
often  produce  it,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  ought  to  be  infamous ;  but  when 
it  arises  from  misfortunes,  it  ought  not  to  be  even  disgraceful.  An  unfortunate  man 
ought  to  be  aided  and  pitied,  not  punished  or  disgraced. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  ‘  whether  I  have  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison 
a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personally,’  I  say,  in  the  course  of  more  than  forty  years 
of  active  business,  with  a  great  number  of  persons,  but  one  only  has  been  commit¬ 
ted  to  Prison,  by  my  orders,  for  a  debt  due  to  myself ;  and  that  took  place  about 
twenty  years  since.  My  debtor,  in  that  instance,  having  been  accommodated  with 
a  loan  of  upwards  of  $14,000,  and  having  never  received  from  me  any  thing  but 
kindness  and  favors,  was  chargeable  with  the  blackest  ingratitude,  the  grossest  per¬ 
fidy  and  deception,  and  deserved  a  punishment  much  more  severe  than  the  law 
enabled  me  to  inflict. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  E.  P . 

“  Dear  Sir— I  would  answer  all  your  inquiries,  from  1  to  10,  by  observing,  in 
the  general,  that  imprisonment  is  punishment;  that  punishment,  if  deserved,  im¬ 
plies  previous  crime  ;  that  poverty  is,  in  itself,  no  crime  ;  nor  does  inability  to  pay  a 
just  debt  necessarily  imply  crime  ;  consequently,  imprisonment,  merely  on  account 
of  such  inability,  is  unjust  and  wrong.  If  it  can  be  showm  that  the  debtor  has 
committed  a  crime,  let  him  be  punished  for  his  crime,  and  according  to  his  deserts  ; 
but  let  him  not  be  punished  for  what  may  be  merely  his  misfortune.  I  have  never 
imprisoned  a  person  for  debt,  and  I  trust  I  never  shall.  Connected  with  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  imprisonment  for  mere  debt,  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  or  crime,  I 
can  think  of  no  evils  worth  mentioning.  What  evils  can  result  from  the  stop  of  pal¬ 
pable  injustice  ?  The  poor,  it  is  true,  would  find  it  more  difficult  to  contract  debts ; 
but  this  (though  it  might  sometimes  straiten  them)  would  not  ultimately  injure  them.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  P.,  dated  Boston,  May  6,  1830. 

“To  the  seven  first  of  the  questions  proposed  in  your  circular  of  the  19th  ult.,  I  say, 
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at  once,  I  think  it  ail  bad,  impolitic,  unrighteous,  inhuman,  unchristian  ;  that  all 
imprisonment  for  debt,  not  for  fraud, — for  that  is  another  matter, — is  as  great  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  natural  right  as  slave  dealing.” 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  T.,  dated  Boston ,  April  24,  1830. 


“  Simple  debt  is  not  a  crime,  and  is  not  just!}'  punishable.  It  may  be  an  indiscreet, 
or  a  foolish  act,  or  it  may  be  a  very  wise  and  proper  one.  Nor  do  I  suppose,  that 
one  who  prosecutes  a  debtor  would  attempt  to  vindicate  the  principle,  that  a 
debtor,  merely  as  such,  is  to  be  punished,  or,  rather,  no  Legislature  would  recognise 
this  principle  in  a  law.  It  is  supposed,  1st,  that  the  debt  was  fraudulently  contract¬ 
ed,  or,  2dly,  if  not  fraudulently  contracted,  that  payment  is  withheld,  when  it  might 
be  made  ?  Now,  either  of  these  suppositions  may  in  many  cases  he  a  fact.  Here, 
then,  as  I  imagine,  is  the  ground  on  which  imprisonment  for  debt  is  justified,  and 
on  which  it  is  legalized.  The  question  then  arises,  How  far  does  the  imprisoning 
system  either  check  this  fraud,  or  secure  payment  where  it  would  not  otherwise  be 
made  ?  I  have  no  doubt  whether,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  conduces  to  each  of  these 
ends.  But  I  have  also  no  doubt  whether  it  produces  very  far  more  fraud  than  it 
prevents  ;  nor  do  I  doubt  whether  there  are  ten  unjust  and  wicked  imprisonments 
lor  small  debts,  to  one  where  the  debtor  would  pay  his  debts  if  he  could.  I  have 
seen  much  of  the  misery  which  this  imprisonment  for  small  debts  brings  upon  the 
poor,  and  of  the  cruel  injustice  with  which  the  law,  in  this  respect,  bears  upon  the 
laboring  class  of  our  population.  I  have  known  a  respectable  mechanic,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  imprisoned  for  a  debt  of  fjpS,  contracted  by  his  family  ?t  a  grocer’s,  while  he  was 
himself  very  ill ;  and  he  was  sent  to  Jail  for  that  debt,  when  he  not  only  was  with¬ 
out  a  shilling,  but  his  family  was  wanting  bread  because  he  was  not  able  to  work; 
and  another  for  a  debt  of  $5  or  $6,  contracted  by  purchasing  certain  tools;  each  of 
whom,  I  believe,  would  most  readily  have  paid  what  he  owed,  if  he  had  possessed 
the  means  of  doing  it.  But  not  only  so,  I  have  known  a  poor  man  sent  to  Jail  for 
a  small  debt,  by  one  who  paid  his  board  there,  for  a  more  secure  enjoyment  of 
vicious  intercourse  in  his  family ! 

I  look,  however,  beyond  particular  facts  to  first  principles  on  this  subject.  I  sup¬ 
pose,  1st,  that  debt,  in  a  community,  will  be  proportioned  to  the  facility  with  which 
credit  can  be  obtained.  2d.  Credit  can  be  obtained,  in  a  community,  in  proportion 
as  those,  who  have  money  to  lend,  or  goods  to  sell,  upon  trust,  can  feel,  that,  in 
case  of  danger  to  their  property,  they  can  distress  the  debtor.  3dly.  Does  not  this  very 
facility  of  obtaining  credit,  therefore,  grow  out  of  debtor  laws  ?  I  think  it  does.  Do 
not  far  the  greater  number  of  bankruptcies  grow  out  of  the  credits  artificially'  pro¬ 
duced  and  upheld  ?  This,  I  suspect,  is  true.  How  far  does  the  dread  of  imprison¬ 
ment  check  the  debtor  in  contracting  debts  ?  I  think  little.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
whether  it  leads  him  tenfold  to  increase  his  deception  to  delude  his  creditor. 
What  effect,  also,  has  imprisonment  itself  upon  the  debtor  ?  I  believe  the  worst. 
I  would  not  have  a  man  imprisoned  for  simple  debt  of  any  amount.  But  if  this 
must  be,  let  the  lowest  sum,  for  which  imprisonment  is  allowed,  he  one  hundred 
dollars.  Many,  now  living  on  small  credits,  cut  off  from  this  resource,  would  then 
be  industrious.  The  seller,  suffering  fewer  losses,  would  then  afford  to  sell  cheaper. 
An  immense  amount  of  deception  would  be  prevented.  Abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  you  will  make  credit  to  depend  on  character,  as  it  now  docs  not.  It  will 
not  be  so  easily  obtained  as  it  now  is.  A  security  of  property  will  therefore  be 
felt  far  greater  than  is  upon  the  present  system.  And  if  virtue  itself  would  not  he 
promoted,  which  I  do  not  grant,  very'  much  of  vice  would  be  prevented.” 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  A.  li. 


“  My  Dear  Sir — The  incarceration  cf  the  body  by  judicial  process,  in  case  of 
mental  sanity,  I  can  regard  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  punishment.  There  may 
be  individuals,  in  the  most  abject  classes  of  society,  who  would  not  regard  it  as 
such.  To  all  others,  it  is  a  most  severe  affliction  to  be  tom  from  their  home  and 
friends,  deprived  of  liberty  and  the  light  of  heaven,  and  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a  Prison.  Nov/,  a  severe  punishment  is  the  reward,  not  of  misfortune,  nor  of  the 
slighter  degrees  of  heedlessness  or  negligence,  hut  of  crime.  To  deserve  imprison¬ 
ment,  therefore,  a  person  must  have  committed  some  crime,  either  against  the 
State  or  against  an  individual:  or,  if  the  crime  has  not  teen  actually  committed, 
there  must  be  good  evidence  that  it  is  premeditated,  and  that  it  can  be  prevented 
in  no  other  and  better  way. 
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Hence  I  have  believed  that  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor  is  justifiable  only  in 
eases  of  dishonesty  or  fraud.  The  fraud  or  dishonesty  may  have  appeared  in  the 
act  of  contracting  the  debt ;  in  giving  false  security ;  in  evading  or  delaying  the 
payment;  in  conveying  away  or  secreting  property  which  might  satisfy  the  de¬ 
mand;  and  -perhaps  in  many  other  ways.  Where  fraud  has  been  practised,  and 
can  be  proved,  or  where  impartial  persons  would  say  there  is  strong  ground  to  sus¬ 
pect  it,  l  know  not  but  the  putting  of  the  offender’s  body  in  Prison  may  punish  or 
arrest  his  crime,  without  injustice  to  him,  and  with  permanent  benefit  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  fn  ail  other  cases,  it  appeara  to  me,  at  present,  that  imprisonment  is  in 
fact  a  punishment  without  a  crime,  and  the  laws  which  sanction  it  impolitic  and  un¬ 
just.  I  ‘  think,’  therefore,  very  unfavorably  of  imprisonment  lor  debt,  for  any  sum 
whatever,  ‘  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud ;’  and  you  have  my  opinion  in  re¬ 
ply  to  the  first  six  questions  proposed  in  your  letter.  The  10th  question  is  also  vir¬ 
tually  answered  in  the  negative :  I  think  the  ‘  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in 
cases  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud,’  is  not  ‘  well  proportioned  to  the  aggra¬ 
vation  of  the  offence.’  And  I  would  here  add,  in  reference  to  question  13th,  that  I 
have  never  ‘  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  me  personally ;’ 
and  I  fondly  trust  and  believe  i  never  shall.  It  is  true,  I  have  not  been  engaged 
extensively  in  traffic  with  my  fellow  men;  hut,  in  my  limited  experience,  i  have 
used  no  uncommon  carefulness  in  selecting  responsible  men  for  my  debtors. 

As  the  laws  of  our  country  now  stand,  and  considering  that  the  whole  system  of 
credit  is  shaped  by  the  legislation,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  Christian  can¬ 
not  sleep  quietly  on  the  night  after  he  has  taken  his  honest  debtor  by  the  throat, 
and  cast  him  into  Px-ison.  Till  the  laws  are  changed,  it  is  possible  that  an  enlight¬ 
ened  and  pure  conscience  ma.y  approve  the  deed.  But  I  would  no  t  myself  he  that 
Christian  creditor,  to  imprison  the  debtor  who  had  not  been  fraudulent  or  dishon¬ 
est,  whether  he  were  ‘  Christian’  or  ‘infidel.’  [Questions  8  and  b.j  Six-,  I  could 
not  sleep  on  that  night;  I  would  not  be  that  unrelenting,  grasping,  ‘  Christian’ 
creditor. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  frame  such  a  code  of  laws  as  shall  al¬ 
ways  discriminate  between  crime  and  misfortune,  and  secure  the  creditor  ail  his 
rights  without  unduly  increasing  his  power,  or  infringing  upon  the  equitable  rights 
of  the  debtor.  The  ‘  Chi-istian’  legislator  who  shall  devise  an  impai-tial  system  for 
that  purpose,  to  succeed  to  the  present  unequal  and  oppressive  code,  will  deserve 
well  of  his  country  and  of  posterity.  Some  happy  approximation  to  such  a  system, 
I  believe,  will  ere  long  be  devised.  The  genius  of  the  age  requires  it ;  and"  I  re¬ 
gard  your  well-directed  efforts  to  expose  the  inconveniences  aiid  iniquities  of  the 
old  system,  as  destined  to  prepare  the  way  for  such  a  propitious  event.  I  can 
scarcely  imagine  ‘  what  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,’ 
[question  11,]  if  the  revolution  was  made  prudently  and  cautiously.  If  any  should 
arise,  they  would  be  temporary ;  they  must  soon  disappear,  under  the  practical  op¬ 
eration  of  a  system  founded  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  mercy. 
The  ‘benefits’  of  such  a  change  [question  12]  must  be  innumerable  and  in¬ 
calculable.  Among  them  would  be  that  of  depriving  the  dishonest  or  malicious 
creditor  of  the  power  of  harassing  and  pei'secuting  the  innocent ;  which,  in  ten 
thousand  instances,  would  he  to  ‘  cut  short  the  power  of  the  oppressor.’  Another 
benefit,  by  no  means  the  least,  would  be  that  of  regulating  the  whole  system  of 
credit;  which  would  be  an  immense,  blessing,  both  to  creditors  and  debtors.  It 
would  restore  simple  honesty  to  its  throne,  and  revive  confidence  between  man 
and  man.” 

Letter  from  J.  H. 

“  In  answer  to  the  printed  inquiries  you  had  the  politeness  to  send  me,  I  can 
say,  generally,  that  I  can  see  no  justice  or  policy  in  punishing  a  person  for  his  mis¬ 
fortunes,  axid  that  I  know  of  nothing  hut  crime  or  guilt,  which  deserves  or  needs 
punishment.  I  feel,  most  decidedly  and  sensibly,  that  fraudulent  debtors  o.ught  to 
he  examined,  and  pursued  with  greater  vigilance,  and  punished  with  greater  se¬ 
verity,  at  least  equal  to  counterfeiters  or  forgers  ;  and,  until  fraud  is  proved,  or  at 
least  suspected,  that  no  debtor  ought  ever  to  be  imprisoned,  whatever  might  be  the 
evils  resulting  from  such  a  law. 

If  the  old  adage  is  sound,  that  it  i9  better  ten  guilty  persons  should  go  free  than 
that  one  innocent  man  should  be  punished,  it  must  forever  put  an  end  to  punish¬ 
ment  for  debt,  where  no  fraud  is  suspected.  To  imprison  a  man  because  his  house 
or  barn  is  struck  and  burned  by  lightning,  his  ship  lost  in  a  storm  at  sea,  or  because 
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he  otherwise  loses  the  means  of  supporting  his  family,  as  well  as  paying  his  debts, 
is  unfit  for  a  barbarous  age,  and  much  more  for  the  enlightened  age  of  which  we 
boast.” 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Stephen  White,  of  Salem,  Mass. 

“  Dear  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  printed  circular,  requesting  my  opinion 
regarding  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  given  cases.  I  can  answer  them,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  satisfactorily  in  the  aggregate.  I  am  opposed  to  all  manner  of  imprisonment 
for  debt,  unless  it  be  connected  with  fraud.  1  am  distinctly  in  favor  of  some  pro¬ 
vision  beingrinade  by  law,  for  the  discharge  of  all  innocent  debtors,  upon  a  bona 
fide  surrender  of  all  their  property,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  creditors,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  their  respective  claims.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lion.  Benj.  Pickman,  dated  Salem,  June  29,  1S30. 

“  Dear  Sir — I  am,  and  ever  have  been,  opposed  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  for 
any  sum  whatever,  however  small  or  however  large.  I  consider  the  law  that  au¬ 
thorizes  it  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  government,  and,  what  is  of  much 
more  serious  importance,  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion;  a  law, 
therefore,  which  nothing  could  justify,  but  the  clearest  evidence  that  the  good  of 
society  requires  it.  So  far,  however,  from  having  proved  beneficial,  it  has,  1  think, 
proved  injurious  to  the  community,  and,  in  nine  instances,  at  least,  out  of  ten,  to 
the  hard-hearted  creditor  who  has  availed  himself  of  it.  According  to  my  observa¬ 
tion,  a  large  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  were  so 
for  very  small  sums,  and  to  gratify  a  malicious  or  revengeful  temper;  and,  as  such 
persons  are  generally  unable  to  obtain  surety  for  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  they  have 
been  confined  in  apartments  not  much,  if  any,  better  than  those  in  which  convict¬ 
ed  felons  were  confined.  If  the  debtor,  so  confined,  be  a  bad  man,  it  only  serves 
to  excite  in  him  a  spirit  of  revenge  ;  if  he  be  a  good  but  unfortunate  man,  it  evi¬ 
dently  renders  him  incapable,  for  the  time,  of  providing  for  the  support  of  himself, 
or  his  family,  should  he  have  one,  and  thereby  increases  his  inability  to  pay  his 
debts.  I  have  observed,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have 
been  imprisoned  for  debt,  have  been  put  in  Prison  by  the  retailers  of  ardent  spirits ; 
a  class  of  men,  who,  I  hope,  will  not  be  much  longer  tolerated  in  society.  While 
I  entertain  these  opinions  respecting  imprisonment  for  debt,  I  also  think  that  hon¬ 
esty  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged,  and  that  every  species  of  dishonesty  ought 
to  be  s'everely  punished.  If  a  debtor  attempts  to  defraud  his  creditors,  he  should  be 
punished  for  it ;  but  then  it  should  be  considered  as  a  public  crime,  (like  forgery, 
for  example,)  and  accordingly  prosecuted,  under  the  authority  of  government. 
Unfortunately,  the  men  who  are  guilty  of  the  greatest  frauds  upon  their  creditors 
are  not  generally  the  men  who  are  imprisoned  for  their  debts.  How  many  insol¬ 
vents  have  there  been,  who  have  failed  for  very  large  sums,  and  have  not  paid  ten 
cents  on  the  dollar,  and,  afler  having  compromised  with  their  creditors,  by  a  de¬ 
ceptive  representation  of  their  property,  have  lived  like  men  of  large  fortune!  And 
among  those  creditors  were,  perhaps,  included  widows  and  orphans,  who,  by  their 
failure,  were  deprived  of  their  means  of  support.  Such  men  can  hardly  be  too  se¬ 
verely  punished,  or  too  much  despised.  1  would  further  add,  on  this  subject,  that, 
generally,  creditors  are  a  much  more  wary  class  of  men  than  debtors ;  and,  if  the 
law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt  were  repealed,  they  would  probably  be 
more  cautious  how  they  gave  credit ;  and  this  would  be  likely  to  have  a  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  community,  as  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  debtors  and 
creditors,  and  would  also  give  to  men  of  fair  character  the  advantage  that  they 
ought  to  have  in  obtaining  credit.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Charles  Sedgwick,  Esq.,  dated  Lenox,  Mass.,  1830. 

“  I  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  looking  over  the  records  of  the  Jail  in  this 
place,  since  May  22,  1828,  and  have  examined  copies  of  all  the  executions,  in  the 
hands  of  the  jailer,  on  which  debtors  have  been  committed  ;  and  you  will  perceive, 
by  the  statement  below,  besides  the  loss  and  inconvenience  occasioned  to  the  debt¬ 
or  by  imprisonment,  that  this  mode  of  enforcing  collections  is  useless  and  expensive 
to  the  creditor. 

For  a  period  of  a  little  more  than  eighteen  months,  there  have  been  committed  j 
to  Prison,  on  civil  process,  186  persons,  in  Berkshire.  Some  have  been  committed 
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on  the  writ,  and  some  surrendered  by  their  bail ;  but  by  far  the  greater  part  on  execu¬ 
tions  for  a  small  amount ;  and  6  or  8  for  military  fines,  amounting  to  from  50  cts.  to  $3. 

During  the  first  eighteen  months,  there  were  committed,  on  executions  issued 


upon  judgments  recovered  in  the  Common  Pleas, . 33 

On  executions  issued  upon  justices’  judgments, . 81 


Out  of  the  33  mentioned  above,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  17 
The  residue  have  been  discharged,  and,  although  the  records  do  not  show 
how,  it  is  well  known  that,  in  almost  every  instance,  it  is  by  giving  new 


notes,  without  any  additional  security . 18 

33 

Of  the  81  committed  on  justices’  executions,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the 

poor  debtor’s  oath, . 30 

Committed  for  military  fines,  and  discharged  after  six  days, . 6 

The  residue  discharged  by  the  creditor, . 45 

81 


Of  the  60  persons  committed  and  discharged  by  the  creditor,  the  whole  period  of 
confinement  has  been  773  days,  and  the  average  time  of  each,  13  days. 

Of  the  47  persons  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  several  have  been  confined  for 
60  days,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  officer,  in  not  serving  properly  the  citation  up¬ 
on  the  creditor ;  but,  supposing  the  citation  properly  served,  and  one  day  only  al¬ 
lowed  for  this  purpose,  the  whole  period  of  their  confinement  would  be  1457  days, 
or  for  each  person  31  days. 

The  amount  of  thirty-three  executions,  issuing  from  the  Common  Pleas,  on  which 
the  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison,  is  as  follows : — 

Debt.  Costs.  Costs  of  commitment. 

$4756  65  345  07  205  93 

From  the  above  deduct  the  sums  in  eleven  executions,  amounting  to 
$4038  79  127  47  108  35 

$667  86  217  60  97  57 

For  these  last  sums,  the  remaining  twenty-two  executions  issued  from  Common 
Pleas,  which  is.  on  average,  $30  39  for  the  amount  of  debt  in  each  execution. 


Justices'  Executions. 

The  amount  of  eighty-one  executions,  issued  upon  justices’  judgments,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Debt.  Cos! 3.  Costs  nf  commitmenl 

$860  40  233  73  245  58 

From  the  above  deduct' the  amount  of  twenty-3even  executions,  which  is 

$511  70  105  89  90  76 

$348  70  132  89  154  80 

Amount  of  fifty-four  executions,  on  which  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison. 

Out  of  these  54  persons,  43  were  confined  for  31  days  each,  1333  days. 

The  remaining  11,  on  an  average,  13  days  each,  143  do. 

Say  that  the  above  amount  of  fifty-four  executions  were  all  issued  for  the  same  sun*' 
each,  and  then  the  amount  of  forty-three  executions,  on  which  the  debtors  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  oath,  would  he 

Debt,  $275  81 ;  costs,  145  63  ;  cost3  of  commitment,  123  20. 

The  average  of  these  forty-three  debts  would  be,  in  that  case,  for  each  person, 
Debt,  $6  48  ;  costs,  3  38  ;  costs  of  commitment,  2  86. 

Costs, .  3  33  j 

Costs  of  commitment, . 2  86 

Jailer’s  key  fees, .  40 

Expense  of  making  out  citation,  &c.,  1  00 

*  Serving  citation,  on  an  average,  at  least  1  00 
Justice’s  fees  on  swearing  out,  .  .  1  00 

Board,  25  cents  per  day,  for  31  days,  7  75 


Value  of  debtor’s  time,  50  cents, 


15  50 
$32  89 


These  costs  all  accrue  on  a  debt  of 
from  $5  to  $20. 


*  The  fees  for  service  of  a  citation  are,  service  30  cen’s,  copy  30  cents,  and  4  cents  per  mile  travel ;  which  makes  the  service  as 
often  1  dollar  and  50  cents  as  1  dollar,  and  frequently  much  more. 
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This  sum  shows  the  least  actual  expense  of  the  debtor,  in  lime  and  money,  where 
he  takes  the  oath  ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  commitments'on  small  executions 
generally  take  place  at  that  season  when  labor  is  most  valuable,  and  most,  in  de¬ 
mand  ;  and  the  average  value  of  a  debtor’s  time  might  fairly  be  set  at  75  cents  pet- 
day,  which  would  make  an  addition  to  the  above  sum  of 

$32  89 
7  75 

$4o"~64 

This  is  the  expense,  then,  in  general,  incurred  by  the  debtor  or  his  friends,  where 
he  takes  the  oath,  and  is  not  committed  to  close  confinement.  When  lie  goes  with-* 
in  the  Prison  walls,  the  board  is  paid  by  the  creditor. 

Take  an  average  of  the  eighty-one  executions  issued  upon  justices’  judgments, 
where  the  debtors  were  committed,  and  the  amount  of  debts,  costs,  and  expenses, 
on  forty-three  of  the  number,  where  the  debtors  took  the  poor  debtor’s  oath,  is  as 


follows : — 

Amount  of  deb's.  Do.  costs.  Do.  cos’s  of  commitments. 

$456  75  $152  07  $1,30  35 

Costs, . $152  07 

Costs  of  commitments, .  130  35 

Jailer’s  key  fees,  at  40  cents  each, . 17  20 

Expense  of  making  citation,  &c.,  $1, .  43  00 

Do.  of  serving  same,  at  $1  25  each, .  53  75 

Justice’s  fees  cn  swearing  out,  $1  00  each, .  43  00 

Expense  of  hoard,  at  25  cents  per  day, .  333  25 

Expense  of  debtors’  time,  at  5!)  cents  per  day .  666  50 


$1439  12 

The  above  shows  the  result  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  on  executions  issuing  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  O'  .lie  ciglity-oae  executions  issued,  there  is  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  with  certain  y,  how  thirty-eight  of  them  were  disposed  of,  any  further 
than  the  general  fact  that  new  r.o’es  are  taken  from  the  debtor,  without  any'  addi¬ 
tional  security,  and  after  much  expense  has  accrued  to  him,  and  a  loss  of  time  fiom 
his  employment  of  13  days !  On  the  remaining  forty-three  executions,  the  fate  of 
which  can  be  determined  with  certainty,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  debts 
was  $155  75,  and  the  whole  amount  cf  costs  and  expenses,  allowing  only  50  cents 
per  day  for  the  debtor’s  time,  is  $1439  12! 

The  expenses  amount  to  more  than  three  times  the  debt,  without  answering  any 
good  purpose  whatever,  and  operate  very  hardly  upon  the  families  of  those  who  are 
thus  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  debtor’s  labor,  and  who  are  most  in  need  of  it 
lor  their  daily  support.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esq. 

“  Having  long  believed  that  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  cases, 
would  be  introducing  a  safer  system  of  credit,  be  greatly  advantageous  to  the  cred¬ 
itor,  and  thus  to  the  community  at  large,  my  opinion  has  been  made  up  in  favor  of 
that  measure. 

In  regard  to  imprisonment  for  small  debts,  say  twenty  dollars,  the  evils  of  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  to  be  so  great,  that  i  cannot  believe  they  will  be  suffered  to  exist  long- 
in  this  State.” 

Letter  from  the  Justices  of  the  Quorum  and  Sheriff  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass. 

“  Dear  Sir — We  very  willingly  state  to  you  our  opinion,  as  to  the  operation  of 
our  laws  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Being-  justices  of  the  peace  and  of 
the  quorum  in  this  county,  we  have  attended,  some  of  us  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  at  the  examination  of  debtors,  who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debt¬ 
or’s  oath,  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  benefit  creditors  gener¬ 
ally-  derive  from  the  imprisonment  of  their  debtors,  and  of  learning  the  injury  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  debtors  and  their  families,  from  such  imprisonment.  From  our  ob¬ 
servations,  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there  are  but  few/  cases  in  which  any 
benefit  is  gained  by-  the  creditor,  by  the  imprisonment  of  his  debtor ;  and  that  the 
injury-,  in  most  cases,  to  the  debtor,  but  more  generally  to  his  family,  is  very  great; 
and,  in  some,  the  ooeration  of  the  law  is  extremely  oppressive.” 

William  Walker,  William  P.  Walker,  and  Joseph  Tucker. 
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The  sheriff  of  the  county  adds — “  Having  been  sheriff  of  the  county  eighteen 
years,  I  have  observed  the  operation  of  our  laws  against  poor  debtors,  and  fully 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  above  gentlemen.  Henry  C.  Brown.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Jacob  B.  Moore ,  Sheriff  of  Merrimack  County,  JY.  H., 
dated  Concord,  May  1,  1830. 

“  The  Legislature  has,  within  the  last  few  years,  materially  softened  the  rigors 
of  our  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts.  No  person  can  now  be  arrested  and  impris¬ 
oned  on  any  debt  or  contract  made  since  Jan.  1,  1829,  unless  it  exceed  the  sum  of 
§13  33.  By  the  law  of  Jan.  3,  1329,  the  limits  of  our  Prison  yard  for  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  debtors  was  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  in  which  such  Prisons 
are  situated.  These  may  be  regarded  as  gradual  steps  toward  the  final  abolition 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire.” 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  Matthew  Harvey,  Governor  of  JYeio 

Hampshire,  to  the  Legislature,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Concord,  June  4, 

1830. 

“  Ever  since  the  existence  of  our  government,  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been 
one  of  its  acknowledged  provisions,  and  our  law  in  reference  to  delinquent  debt¬ 
ors  still  retains  that  odious  feature,  which  identifies  it  with  measures  that  originat¬ 
ed  in  times  less  enlightened  than  the  present ;  but,  by  reason  of  various  amendments 
and  modifications,  the  object  originally  intended  is  now  rarely  accomplished.  The 
entire  control  over  the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor  was  formerly  given  to  the 
creditor,  to  compel  payment,  either  by  the  terrors  of  a  Jail  before  commitment,  or 
the  misery  of  confinement  afterwards.  This  power,  in  the  hands  of  an  unfeeling 
creditor,  was  often  exercised  with  severity,  and  fell  indiscriminately  upon  the  hon¬ 
est  and  the  dishonest;  and  whether  the  debtor  had  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
payment  by  the  exercise  of  bad  judgment  or  inevitable  misfortune,  or  had  fraudu¬ 
lently  placed  his  effects  heyonl  the  .reach  of  his  creditors,  tvhen  once  committed  to 
Prison,  he  was  confined  for  life,  without  the  possibility  of  a  discharge,  except  by  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  debt,  or  the  mercy  of  the  creditor,  however  embarrassing  to  friends,  mis¬ 
led  by  their  sympathies,  or  oppressive  to  an  already  miserable  and  destitute  family. 
This  severe  operation  of  the  law  was  not  long  tolerated  by  public  opinion,  when 
enlarged  and  more  liberal  views  began  to  be  entertained  on  the  subject.  It  then 
commenced  a  remedy,  by  producing  various  enactments  for  the  relief  of  persons  im¬ 
prisoned  for  debt. 

This  ameliorating  policy  has  been  continued  so  far  that,  although  the  power  of 
imprisonment  still  exists,  very  few  of  those  results,  svhich  formerly  furnished  argu¬ 
ments  in  support  of  the  principle,  are  now  produced.  It  is  now  rarely  found  that 
the  debtor,  committed  to  Prison  under  the  present  law,  ever  calculates  on  being- 
discharged  by  payment  of  the  debt.  Since  the  last  provision  of  the  law  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  which  extended  the  limits  of  the  Jail  yards  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the 
towns  in  which  Prisons  are  situated,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  about 
seven  eighths  of  all  persons,  committed  to  Prison  for  debt,  on  execution,  have  been 
discharged,  on  application  to  the  commissioners  of  Jail  delivery.  Imprisonment 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  a  town  has  so  little  of  real  restraint  about  it,  and  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  the  poor  debtor’s  oath  are  so  great,  that  persons  indebted,  and 
possessing  effects  of  small  value,  are  induced  to  divest  themselves  of  their  property, 
so  far  that  the  amount  remaining  in  possession  shall  not  prevent  the  discharge  pro¬ 
vided  by  law,  rather  than  to  increase  it  by  honest  industry,  with  a  view  to  the 
payment  of  debts.  And  when  the  amount  of  property  is  once  reduced  below  this 
standard,  it  is  very  rarely  suffered  again  to  rise  above  it.  The  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence  is,  a  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  labor,  industry  and  economy ;  an  accumu¬ 
lation  of  unnecessary  cost ;  and  an  increase  of  poor  and  idle  persons,  who  roust,  ul¬ 
timately,  be  supported  at  public  expense.  That  there  should  be  some  change  in 
the  law  on  this  subject,  there  seems  to  he  very  little  doubt.  If  the  right  to  im¬ 
prison  the  debtor  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce, 
sound  policy  would  seem  to  require,  that  all  modern  provisions  for  the  relief  of  poor 
debtors  should  be  repealed,  and  the  law  placed  on  the  same  standing  it  had  ten  or 
twelve  years  since,  in  order  that  the  restraints  of  imprisonment  might  be  realized 
and  felt,  and  produce  their  originally  intended  effect.  But  if  the  right  to  imprison 
for  debt  is  not  necessary,  (and”  I  am  decidedly  of  this  opinion,)  the  same  policy 
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would  seem  to  require,  that  the  remnant  of  the  law,  as  it  now  exists  on  this  subject, 
should  be  repealed,  so  far  as  regards  all  contracts  hereafter  to  be  made.  Should 
this  course  be  adopted,  it  would  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  that  liberal  policy 
which  has  so  often  been  manifested  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature. 

Provisions,  favorable  to  the  poor  and  imprisoned  debtor,  have  followed  in  unin¬ 
terrupted  succession,  while  none  are  found  of  an  opposite  character.  This  circum¬ 
stance  furnishes  strong  evidence  that  the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  this  State 
has  been  favorable  to  the  repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  But 
the  question  is  referred  to  the  Legislature,  whether  the  time  has  arrived  for  such 
a  repeal,  or  whether  any  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  present  law  at  this 
time;  and  the  decision,  when  formed,  resulting  from  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
State,  will  undoubtedly  be  founded  in  good  reason  and  sound  policy.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Simon  Grcenlcaf,  dated  Portland,  JLug.  24, 1830. 

“My  dear  Sir — I  have  considered,  as  far  as  my  avocations  would  permit,  the 
questions  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  under  date  of  April  19,  respecting  im¬ 
prisonment  for  debt. 

The  legislation  on  this  subject  seems  to  have  been  founded  partly  on  the  notion 
that  the  non-payment  of  a  debt  was  in  all  cases  a  crime,  and  partly  on  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  the  debtor  was  always  able,  but  unwilling,  to  pay,  and  therefore  required 
ths  coercion  of  a  Prison.  Both  these  principles  have  been  partially  abandoned; 
and  some  corresponding  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  laws  respecting  im¬ 
prisonment.  But,  taken  as  a  system,  they  cannot,  even  now,  be  regarded  as  pos¬ 
sessing  much  harmony  of  proportion,  or  as  producing  much  benefit  to  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

In  the  course  of  twenty-four  years’  practice  at  the  bar,  I  have  known  little  good 
to  result  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether  all  the 
sums  collected  in  any  one  county  by  that  operation  would  amount  to  as  much  as 
the  expenses  of  all  the  commitments  in  that  county,  during  the  same  period  of  time. 
It  should  be  considered,  however,  that  the  fear  of  a  Prison  has,  very  probably,  led 
many  to  make  efforts  for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  which  otherwise  they  might 
never  have  attemp'ed  ;  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  the  former  laws  may  have  had 
much  more  of  this  effect  than  the  present  lenient  code.  And  it  should  also  be  no¬ 
ticed  that,  ever  since  the  revolution,  the  course  of  legislation,  at  least  in  the  New 
England  States,  has  been  steadily  progressive  towards  the  exemption  of  the  debtor 
from  res'raint.  I  suppose  that  it  will  not  go  back.  There  ought,  doubtless,  to  be 
something  in  the  law  which  may  serve  to  deter  improvident  and  inconsiderate 
persons  from  incurring  debts  without  any  regard  to  their  ability  to  discharge  them.  - 
And  perhaps  the  existing  laws  may  have  had  some  such  effect.  But  there  ought 
also  to  be  something  which  may  operate  to  deter  creditors  from  permitting  or  encour¬ 
aging  such  persons  to  contract  debts  beyond  their  power  to  pay.  Probably  many 
bad  debts  may  be  traced,  as  well  to  urgent  offers  of  goods,  at  an  almost  unlimited 
credit,  as  to  the  unrestrained  inclination  to  buy. 

The  present  system  seems  to  be  particularly  faulty,  in  making  no  discrimination 
among  the  various  classes  of  judgment  debtors;  consigning  to  one  common  Prison, 
and  treating  in  the  same  manner,  as  well  the  honest  man,  who  incurred  his  debt 
with  the  fairest  prospects,  and  the  most  upright  intentions,  frustrated  by  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  as  the  defrauder,  the  sivindler,  the  wilful  trespasrer,  and  the  slan¬ 
derer.  Admitting  the  debtor  to  be  merely  unfortunate,  willing  to  pay,  but  una¬ 
ble,  I  see  nothing  but  fruitless  barbarity  in  committing  him  to  Prison. 

It  is  much  easier  to  point  out  the  faults  in  any  human  system  than-  to  devise  a 
remedy  for  them,  since  all  human  systems  must  come  short  of  perfection.  But  if, 
as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  were  to  be  abolished  altogeth¬ 
er  in  cases  of  contract,  I  should  think  that  the  facilities  of  the  creditor,  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  his  debt  from  the  property  of  the  debtor,  ought  at  ths  same  time  to  be  in¬ 
creased.  Let  the  debtor,  for  instance,  be  liable  to  arrest  on  mesne  process,  so  far 
as  to  be  held  to  an  examination  under  oath,  touching  the  property  he  may  possess, 
and  to  which  the  creditor  mieht  resort ;  subject  to  such  imitations  as  might  be 
deemed  expedient.  Let  the  creditor  have  more  ready  access  to  the  conscience  of 
his  debtor,  by  way  of  personal  examination.  Let  the  courts  have  unlimited  chan¬ 
cery  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  fraud,  trust,  and  account;  so  that  all  persons, 
connected  in  any  mode  with  the  property  of  the  debtor,  may  be  examined  un¬ 
der  oath,  and  compelled  to  disclose  and  produce  it.  Increase  the  penalties  against 
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fraud,  as  well  as  th-3  modes  of  punishment ;  and  extend  them  to  all  cases  of  the 
conveyance  or  concealment  of  property  to  defraud  creditors.  And  provide,  if  deem¬ 
ed  expedient,  that,  when  a  debtor  has  arrived  at  a  certain  point  in  his  affairs,  his 
property  may  all  be  sequestered  and  divided  equally  among  all  his  creditors.  If, 
in  some  such  modes  as  these,  or  in  some  other  and  better,  the  path  of  fraud  could 
be  hedged  up,  and  the  collection  of  debts  be  made  more  certain  and  easy,  I  should 
think  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  all  cases  of  contract,  might  safely  he  abolished, 
with  the  approbation  even  of  creditors  themselves. 

I  say  nothing  of  trespassei-s,  fraudulent  debtors,  and  the  whole  class  of  wrong-do¬ 
ers,  to  whom  your  inquiries  do  not  extend,  and  whose  cases  seem  to  me  to  deserve 
a  distinct  and  wholly  different  plan  of  treatment,  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  older 
laws.” 

Thus  we  have  given  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  public  opin¬ 
ion  on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Having  done  this,  we  have  executed  the  plan  which  we  had  propos¬ 
ed  to  ourselves  for  this  Report.  We  have  given  a  brief  outline  of  the 
progress  of  the  reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year.  We  have  stated 
what  measures  have  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  concern¬ 
ing  the  Reports  of  the  Society.  We  have  given  some  of  the  results  of 
our  inquiries,  and  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  what  we  consider  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Having  executed  the  plan  of  the  Report,  we  submit  the  question, 
whether  any  good  has  been  effected  by  the^  Society,  and  whether  any 
further  good  is  in  prospect ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  Society  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  patronised,  as  in  years  past,  in  a  good  degree,  according  to 
the  extent  of  its  necessities  ? 
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Abington,  Mass. 
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3 
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o 

5 
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3 

13 
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2 
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o 

Boyd,  P. 

2 
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o 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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3 
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2 
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2 
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3 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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o 

Gould,  A.  J. 

2 

Hooker,  Edward 

2 

Newman,  Mark 

2 

Newman',  M.  IT. 

2 

M.A.  1,  G.  D.  50  cts. 

1  50 

M.  S.  75  cts.,  I.  D.  $1 

1  75 

K.  $1,N.S.  $1 

2 

Ballston  Spa ,  N.  Y. 

Henry,  James  V. 

5 

Palmer,  Thomas 

2 
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2 
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Reports  sold, 

50 
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2 

Bedford,  JY.  T. 
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30 
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Society 

30 
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t.ion 

49  42 

Annua]  Subscribers 

5 
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2 

Adams,  William 

2 
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2 
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2 
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Low,  Isaiah  2 

Malcolm  Howard  5 

McLean,  Ann  10 

McLean,  Ann  10 

Mears,  Elijah  2 

Means,  James  2 

Means,  James  2  50 
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Nickols,  Thaddeus  2 

Nickols,  Thaddeus  2  50 

Noyes,  Daniel  5 

Noyes,  Daniel  3 

Oliver,  Henry  J.  2 

Odiorne,  George  2 

Phelps,  Abner  10 

Pierce,  William  2 

Potter,  Alonzo,  cash  in 
part  for  life  member  4 

Palfrey,  John  G.  2 

Palfrey,  J.  G.  2 

P.  C.  S.  20 

Park,  Amasa  2 

Perkins,  Benjamin  2 

Potter,  Alonzo  5 

Prichard,  Gilman  5 

Rand,  Asa  5 

Reports  sold  5 

Rogers,  Edmund  1 

Reynolds,  William  B.  5 

Reynolds,  Edward  5 
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Richardson,  J.  B.  2 

Richardson,  J.  2 

Rogers,  George  2 

Ropes,  Hardy  2 

Scudder,  Charles  2 

Scuddcr,  Charles  2 
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Shaw,  R.  G.  5 

Stone,  William  L.  2 
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SafFord,  Daniel  5 

Salford,  Daniel  10 

Swct  t,  Samuel  2 

Stoddard,  Charles  2 

Stoddard,  Charles  10 

Sumner,  Bradford  2 

Tappan,  Charles  5 
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Tappan, John  20 

Tappan,  John  5 

Tappan,  John  20 

Thatcher,  Peter  O.  2 

Train,  Samuel  5 

Train,  Samuel  10 

Tuckermau,  Edward  10 

Tufts,  James  2 

Twombly,  Alexander  2 

Vose,  Reuben  2 

Ware,  Mark  2 

Walker,  Ezra  1 

Waterston,  Robert  2 

Whitmarsh,  Thomas  2 

Wigglosworth,  Edward  2 

Willis,  Horatio  M.  2 

Willis,  Nath.  10 

Willey,  Newton  2 

Williams,  Willard  2 

Warren,  John  C.  5 

Winthrop,  Thomas  L.  10 
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10 

Wigglesworth,  Thomas 

5 

Worthington,  William 

5 

Wheelwright,  Lot 

10 

Wisner,  Benj.  B. 

5 

Brooklyn ,  N.  Y. 

Benjamin,  Simeon 

2 
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1 

Carrol,  D.  L.,  from  ladies  in 

his  society 

30 

Hart,  Samuel 

3 

Van  Sinderin,  Adrian 

5 

Byfield ,  Mass. 

Barbour,  Isaac  R. 

Cambridge. 

Norton,  Andrews 

5 

Cambridgeport. 

Chaplin,  James  P  by  Wil¬ 

liam  J.  Hubbard 

10 

Perry,  David 

2 

Pond, Enoch 
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Catskill ,  N.  Y. 

Adams,  John 

2 

Baughlin,  Peter 

1 

Brace,  A. 
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Children 

1  64 

Coit,  W.  H. 

I 

Children  near  Catskill 

91 

Cook,  A. 

2 

Cooke,  Thomas  B. 

30 

Crane,  Daniel 

2 

Day,  Caleb 

Day,  E.  B. 

2 

2 

Day,  Orrin 

30 

Dwight,  B.  W. 

2 

Elliot,  J.  G. 

2 

Griggs,  W.  E. 

2 

Hale,  Thomas 

1 

Hawley,  Ezra 

2 

Hill,  Hiland 

Hyde,  Henry 

2 

2 

Hyde,  Wilkes 

2 

Me  Inst  ry,  H. 

2 

Mesick,  P.  T. 

2 

Penfield,  S.  L. 

2 

Porter,  Addison, 

2 

Porter,  David 

2 

Snow,  Freeman 

50 

Sole,  Robert 

37 

Tappan,  William 

2 

Van  Vecten,  A. 

2 

Wilson,  F.  N. 

2 

Yeomans,  S. 

25 

Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Bethune,  G.  W.,  from  his 

mother 

30 

Corning,  Jasper 

30 

Charlestown ,  Mass. 

Austin,  William 

2 

Doane,  John 

2 

Fenner,  J.  P. 

2 

Flint,  S. 

2 

Jackson,  Henry 

2 

Kidder,  Samuel 

2 

Mclntire,  E.  P. 

2 

Skilton,  M. 

2 

Tufts,  Amos 

2 

Warren,  Isaac 

2 

Cherry  Valley ,  N.  Y. 

Magher,  Peter 

2 

Morse,  James  C. 

2 

Chitteningo ,  N.  Y 

Sherman,  David  A. 

1 

Concord ,  N.  H. 

Abbot,  Nathaniel 

1 

Bouton,  N. 

2 

Carter,  Ezra 

1 

Evans,  Asaph 

1 

Fletcher,  Samuel 

2 

Haddock,  W.  T. 

2 
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Kent,  George 

2 

Morril,  Samuel 

1 

Palmer,  Dudley  S. 

2 

Pickering,  William 

2 

Coxackie,  N.  Y. 

A  friend 

50 

Hollenbeck,  Rhoda 

2 

Craftsbury ,  Vi l. 

Congregational  Society 

2  50 

Danvers ,  Mass. 

Cash 

1 

Contribution 

13  90 

Cowles,  George,  by  his 

people 

30 

Cowles,  George 

o 

Crane,  Samuel 

1 

Daniels,  D. 

2 

Daniels,  Robert  S. 

1 

Frothingham,  I. 

2 

Frost,  Caleb  S. 

2 

Oakes,  Caleb 

30 

Osborne,  Joseph 

2 

Osborne,  Sylvester 

2 

Pool,  Ward 

2 

Poor,  Enoch 

2 

Poor,  Nathan 

1 

Robbins,  Thomas 

1 

Sanger,  Abner 

2 

Shillaber,  Ebenezer 

2 

Smith,  Caleb 

2 

Sutton,  William 

2 

Upton,  Elijah 

10 

Williams,  Malachi 

1 

Elizabethtown ,  N.  J. 

Crane,  James 

2 

J.  D.  P. 

1 

Kellogg,  Elijah 

2 

Meeker,  David 

2 

Exeter.  N.  H. 

Sullivan,  George 

2 

Fishkill,  JV.  F. 

Christie,  Albert 

2 

Hugher,  J. 

2 

Hyer,  W.  S. 

2 

Leonard,  William  B. 

2 

Georgia. 

Clay,  Thomas  S. 

10 

Hampton ,  N.  H. 

Harris,  Roswell. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Ellsworth,  William 

2 

Goodman,  Richard 

2 

Goodwin  6c  Co. 

o 

Peet,  Harvey  P. 

2 

Terry,  Rhoderic 

2 

Wells,  James  R. 

2 

Whiting,  Charles 

2 

Woodbridge,  Ward 

2 

Haverhill ,  Mass. 

Contribution 

12 

Keeley,  George,  from  his 

people, 

30 

Phelps,  Dudley 

2 

Phelps,  Dudley,  from  his 

people, 

30 

Hudson,  N.  Y. 

A  friend 

50 

Bame,  Jeremiah 

2 

Coffin,  W.  H. 

50 

Martin,  Robert 

50 

Mellen,  Jame3 

2 

Platt,  Israel 

2 

Punder9on,  F. 

2 

Root,  E. 

2 

Stone,  Silas 

2 

Skinner,  H.  P. 

1 

Thurston,  Edward  C. 

2 

Van  Dusen,  P. 

50 

Jamaica ,  L.  I. 

Crane,  Elias  W.  2 

Lamberson,  David  2 

Lamberson,  Mrs.  2 

Shelton,  Nathan  2 

Van  Wyck,  Wickes  2 

Wickes,  Eliphalet  10 

Lansinburgh ,  N.  Y. 

Cash  1 

Garfield,  T.  1 

Hedges,  William  1 

Janes,  Mrs.  2 

Janes,  Horace  2 

Parmele,  J.  F.  2 

Reid,  James  2 

Seeley,  S.  1 

Wickware  1 

Ludlow , 

Cannon,  Frederic  E.  10 

Marblehead. 

Hooper,  Nathaniel,  by 
his  mother,  Sarah  L. 

Hooper  30 

Massachusetts  Legislature , 

For  600  copies  of  the 
4th  Report  150 

Milton ,  ./1/ass.. 

Bent,  Josiah  1 

Davis,  William  1 

Metcalf,  Nathan  2 

Townsend  50 

Tucker,  Jesse  1 

Newark,  N.  J * 

Beach,  Ephraim  2 

Bruen,  James  2 

Contribution,  8  50 

Condit,  John  S.  2 

Condit,  Silas  2 

Cross,  Abraham  2 

Dougherty,  Alex.  A.  2 

Gilford,  A.  2 

Goble,  Luther  2 

Hornblower,  Joseph  C.  1 

Hedden,  James  2 

Hedden,  James  N.  2 

Hays,  D.  J.  2 

Jacobus,  Peter  2 

Park,  Edson  2 

Pennington,  William  2 

Pierson,  Stephen  H.  2 

Rankin,  William  2 

Rhode,  George  2 

Shipman,  Aaron  2 

Tichenor,  David  2 

Tracy,  John  2 

Tuttle,  William  2 

Van  Courtland,  Stephen  2 
Vanderpool,  J.  2 

Ward,  Aaron  2 

Wheeler,  J.  L.  2 

Whitehead,  Asa  2 

Wilbur,  Rodney  2 

JVezo  Brunswick ,  JV\  J. 
Mollson,  G.  P.  2 

Sundry  persons  3  50 

Newburg ,  JV*.  V. 
Belknap,  Abel  2 

Brown,  James  S.  2 

Cook,  Ruth  50 

Corwin,  E.  H.  2 

Farrington,  Daniel  2 

Lander,  Benjamin  2 

Law,  Beveridge,  &  Co.  5 
Roe,  Jefferson  2 


Nciobury ,  Mass. 
Miltimore,  James. 

Newbury  port. 

Whipple,  Charles,  donation 
in  books  to  constitute  Bar- 
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ber,  of  Byfield  ;  Harris, 
of  Hampton  ;  Miltimore, 
of  Newbury  ;  and  Hol¬ 
brook,  of  Rowley,  life 
members. 

New  Haven,  Conn . 


Baldwin,  R.  S.  2 

Baldwin,  O.  S.  2 

Bradley,  Abraham  2 

Bradley,  L.  1 

Brewster,  James  2 

Candee,  L.  2 

Clark,  Joseph  M.  2 

Cutter,  William  2 

Daggett,  David,  2 

Day,  Jeremiah  2 

Dow,  N.  M.  2 

Dwight,  Henry  E.  2 

Dwight,  Timothy  2 

Dwight,  S.  E.  2 

Fitch,  Elcazer  T.  2 

Forbes  &  Son  2 

Goodrich,  Chauncey  A.  2 
Hotchkiss,  II.  &  L.  2 

Hotchkiss,  Russell  2 

Hull,  Sidney  2 

Hull,  Esther  2 

Hitchcock,  S.  K.  2 

Ives,  Eli  2 

Jarman,  F.  T.  2 

Kimberly,  Dennis  2 

Kingsley,  James  L.  2 

Knight,  Jonathan  2 

Leffingwill,  William  2 

Maltby,  A.  II.  2 

Munson,  Eneas  2 

Peck,  N.  2 

Pond,  C.  II.  2 

Pynchon,  H.  R.  2 

Robinson,  George  2 

Sherman,  Roger  2 

Silliman,  Benjamin  2 

Smith,  Thcophilus  2 

Townsend,  W.  K.  2 

Trowbridge,  Henry  2 

Townsend,  Isaac  II.  2 

Townsend,  Isaac  2 

Twining,  Stephen  2 

Totten,  George  2 

White,  Dyer  2 

Whitney,  Henrietta  2 

JVcio  For  A:. 

Aldrek,  A.  D.  2 

Allen,  Moses  5 

Allen,  Stephen  30 

Ames,  R.  N.  2 

Appleton,  D.  2 

Baldwin,  M.  2 

Bates,  James  C.  2 

Blatchford,  R.  M.  2 

B.  G.  W.  2 

Banks,  W.  2 

Barnum,  E.  P.  2 

Beers,  A.  1 

Bliss,  Elam  5 

Bliss,  James  C.  10 

Booth,  Win.  A.  2 

Bowerbank,  S.  2 

Broadhead,  Dr.,  by  ladies 
in  his  society,  30 

Brooman,  J.  10 

Brooks,  J.  2 

Brown,  Mr.  2 

Brower,  J.  L.  2 

Brower,  Jacob  2 

Brower,  John  5 

Brower,  John  2 

Brownlee,  W.  C.  2 

Brown.  Silas  3 

Burr,  Edwin  2 

Cash,  2  j  do.  3,  5 


Cash, 

i 

Halsey,  J.  C. 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  1, 

2 

Hannah,  George 

2 

Cash,  2  •,  do.  1, 

3 

Hallock,  Gerard 

2 

Cash,  5  ;  do.  1, 

6 

Haines,  R.  T. 

5 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  ,50;  do.  ,50, 

2 

Hall,  C.  D. 

5 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  1 ;  do.  1, 

3 

Halstead,  C.  O. 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  1,50, 

o 

50 

Haviland,  C.  D. 

2 

Cash,  2;  do?2;  do.  ,50, 

4  50 

Havens,  Gabriel 

2 

Cash,  2;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

4 

Hinsdale,  Henry 

2 

Cash,  5 ;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

7 

Hoffman,  Murray 

2 

Cash,  ,50;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

q 

59 

Hoffman,  P.  V. 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  1  ;  do.  59, 

2  50 

Hoit,  Lucius 

2 

Ca~h,  3  ;  do.  3  ;  do.  1, 

7 

Height ,  Henry 

2 

Cash,  2  ;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

4 

Holden,  Edward 

2 

Cash,  2  ;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

4 

Holden,  Horace 

2 

Cash,  J  ;  do.  1  ;  do.  2, 

4 

Holden,  Thomas 

2 

Cash,  ,25  ;  do.  2, 

2  25 

Hoe,  Robert 

2 

Cash  1  ;  do.  1, 

2 

Holmes,  Silas 

2 

Cash, 

2 

Holmes,  Obadiah 

2 

Cash, 

2 

Howard,  Joseph 

2 

Cash, 

2 

Howe,  Calvin  W. 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  1, 

2 

Humphreys,  Elijah 

2 

Cash,  for  Report, 

50 

Hunter,  John 

2 

Cash,  2  ;  cash  2, 

4 

Hutchinson,  R.  I. 

2 

Cash, 

2 

Hurd,  John  R. 

O 

0 

Cash, 

5 

Hurlbert,  J. 

2 

Cash, 

2 

Hyde,  S. 

<2 

Cash, 

2 

Ives,  A.  W. 

2 

Cash, 

2 

James,  Henry 

2 

Cash, 

2 

James,  Henry 

2 

Cash,  2  ;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

4 

Jones,  D.  S. 

2 

Cash,  ,59;  do.  1  ;  do.  1, 

2 

50 

Jones,  Robert 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  ,50, 

1 

50 

Kelso,  James 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  2, 

3 

Kent,  James 

2 

Cash,  1  ;  do.  J, 

2 

King,  Charles 

2 

Cash,  2  ;  do.  2, 

4 

Kipp,  Leonard 

2 

Carlton,  C.  G. 

2 

Knight,  A. 

2 

Carrick,  Robert 

2 

Lambert,  Suydam 

2 

Caswell,  N. 

5 

Lawrence,  C.  W. 

5 

Cauldwell,  E. 

2 

Leavitt,  Joshua 

2 

Chester,  Thomas 

2 

Lecon,  F. 

1 

Clapp,  B. 

2 

Little,  W.  H. 

2 

Cobb,  Oliver 

2 

Lockwood,  R. 

2 

Cock,  Thomas 

2 

Littlefield,  N. 

2 

Cockrane,  A.  G. 

2 

Lord,  Elcazer 

2 

Collins,  J.  B. 

2 

Lynes,  Samuel 

2 

Connor,  James 

2 

Marvin,  Francis 

2 

Cornelle,  R.  C. 

2 

Mason,  Cyrus  W.,  by  ladies 

Cox,  Samuel  II.,  from  la¬ 

in  his  society 

30 

dies  in  his  society 

30 

Meigs,  D.  B. 

2 

Crosley,  W.  B. 

5 

Mead  &  Sackett 

2 

Day,  W.  A. 

2 

Murray,  Hannah 

2 

Day,  Asa 

2 

Moore,  W. 

5 

Day,  Mahlon 

2 

Manderville,  William 

2 

De  Witt,  Peter 

2 

McCackren, 

2 

Dyekman, 

1 

Marvin,  H. 

2 

De  Witt,  Thomas 

2 

Marvin,  A.  S. 

2 

Dcvoe,  G. 

2 

Maxwell,  Hugh 

2 

Drake,  Jacob 

5 

McComb,  John 

5 

Duryce,  Richard 

2 

Me  A  u  ley,  Thomas,  from 

Dwight,  G.  A. 

2 

ladies  in  Ilutgers-street 

Earle,  Sylvester 

2 

church, 

30 

Edgarton,  A.  T. 

2 

Morton,  John  A.  jun. 

2 

Eastman,  Jonathan 

2 

Moore,  John  II. 

2 

Eastburn,  Manton,  from 

Mott,  Jordan 

2 

ladies  in  his  society, 

30 

Nelson,  T.  S. 

2 

Elliot,  John  M. 

2 

Nitchie,  John 

2 

Ely,  Abner 

5 

Nevins,  B.  L. 

2 

Fanshaw,  Daniel 

2 

Nail,  John 

2 

Falconer,  Archibald 

30 

North,  John 

2 

Farlin,  W.  B. 

3 

Peck,  A. 

2 

Fenn,  Gaius 

2 

Patton,  Wm.,  from  ladies 

Few,  Catharine 

5 

in  his  society, 

30 

Field,  H.  W. 

5 

Parker,  James 

2 

Folger,  B.  II. 

2 

Pierson,  Elijah 

2- 

Foot,  M. 

2 

Perrit,  Pelatiah 

30 

Freeman,  P. 

2 

Phyfe,  Robert 

2 

Fuller,  Robert 

2 

Platt,  G.  W. 

2 

Goodwin,  Eli 

2 

Pettibone,  N.  P. 

2 

Graflon,  N.  G. 

2 

Platt,  J. 

2 

Griscom,  John 

2 

Phelps,  George 

2 

Grosvonor, 

2 

Phyfe,  John 

2 

Hammet, 

1 

Pierce,  G. 

2 
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Post,  George  D.  2 

Post,  Joel  20 

Proudfoot,  L.  2 

Rhodes,  Mrs.  A.  2 

Robbins,  A.  2 

Rogers,  James  II.  2 

Russell,  E.  A.  2 

Russel],  Emanuel  2 

Seaton, F.  2 

Seydam,  James  2 

Shaw,  James  10 

Shaw,  Abel  2 

Shipman,  George  P.  2 

Silliman,  W.  2 

Smith  &  Wheeler  2 

Smith,  James  2 

Smith,  Lemuel  2 

St.  John,  Charles  2 

St.  John,  M.  2 

Stevens,  John  C.  30 

Stanton,  George  II.  2 

Staples,  S.  P.  2 

Starr,  Charles  2 

Spring,  Gardner,  from  la¬ 
dies  in  his  society,  30 

Stokes,  Henry  2 

Strong,  G.  W.  2 

Strong,  B.  2 

Sturgis,  J.  2 

S wanton,  Robert  2 

Taylor,  J.  B.  1 

Taylor,  Knowles  2 

Tappan,  Arthur  20 

Tucker,  Moses  2 

Tucker,  R.  I.  1 

Thurston,  J.  P.  2 

Tomes,  Francis  2 

Tracy,  F.  A.  2 

Walker,  Charles  2 

Walker,  Joseph  5 

Ward,  John  2 

Warner,  H.  E.  2 

Watts,  John  2 

W etmore,  A.  R.  2 

Wetmore,  Noah  5 

Wetmore,  David  W.  2 

Wickham,  J.  D.  2 

Wheeler,  Epcnetu3  2 

Wheeler,  M.  2 

Wheelwright,  John  2 

Wheelwright,  William  2 

White,  E.  3 

White,  Eli  2 

Whitney,  Stephen  5 

Wilson,  Georgo  2 

Wilbur,  Marcus  2 

Winterton,  William  2 

Woodruff,  John  O.  2 

Wright,  John  2 

Wyckoff,  H.  S.  2 

Patterson ,  JV.  J. 
Sullivan,  John  L.  2 


Philadelphia ,  Penn. 

Allen,  Solomon  30 

Bassett,  Thomas  5 

Bird,  Charles  5 

Carey  &;  Lea  10 

Carey,  Matthew  5 

Carey,  Matthew  30 

Collins,  Isaac  10 

Collins,  Thomas  5 

Cope,  Alfred  2 

Cope,  Thomas  P.  5 

Henry,  Alexander  30 

Henry,  J.  S.  5 

Here,  Jacob  3 

Schott,  Thomas  3 

Portland ,  Me. 

Cross,  Nathaniel  2 

Hyde,  William  2 

Portsmouth ,  JV.  //. 
Knowlton,  John  2 

Libbey,  David  1 

Ladd,  Henry  2 

Miller,  J.  K.  1 

P.  $1  ■,  cash,  50  cts.  1  50 

Parker,  N.  2 

Putnam,  Israel  5 

Waterbury,  J.  B.  2 

Wheelwright,  E.  2 

Poughkeepsie ,  JV.  F. 
Cuyler,  Cornelius,  from 
ladies  in  his  society  30 

Wilkinson,  R.  2 

Wilkinson,  W.  1 

Princeton ,  JV.  .7. 
Alexander,  Archibald 
Carnahan,  Dr. 

Clow,  Henry 
Lowrey,  John 
McLean,  John 
Milier,  Samuel 
Patton,  2 

Schenck,  J.  C.  2 

Voorhees,  R.  2 

Woodhull,  G.  3.  2 

Reading ,  Mass. 

Reid,  Jared  2 

Reid,  Sarah  2 

RovSley,  Mass. 
Holbrook,  Willard. 

Salem,  Mass. 

White,  Stephen  30 

Schenectady ,  JV.  F. 
Alexander,  Stephen  2 

Brobston,  William  2 

Fairman,  50 

Van  Vecten,  J.  2 

Yates,  J.  C.  2 

Sing-  Sing ,  JV.  F. 
Hitchcock,  Irad  2 


McKnight  2 

Price,  Jeremiah  2 

Succasunny  Plains ,  JV.  X 
Hillard,  Charles  2 

Tops  field,  Mass. 

Cash,  9 

Cleveland,  N.  2 

Huntington  1 

Perkins,  Abigail  1 

Perkins,  Benjamin  50 

Perley,  Nathaniel  1 

Stone,  Jeremiah  2 

Wildes,  Rachel  25 

Trenton ,  JV. 

Alexander,  James  W.  2 

Troy,  JV.  F. 

Bigelow,  T.  B.  2 

Blatchford,  T.  W.  2 

Fuel,  D.  2 

Chichester,  J.  2 

Corning,  Gordon  2 

Grant,  G.  2 

Holley,  H.  I 

Jepson,  Edward  2 

Lyman,  Charles  1 

Pierce,  C.  2 

Rankin,  James  2 

Raymond,  James  1 

Schoonhoven,  J.  V.  2 

Tibhets,  George  2 

Tucker,  Mark,  from  ladies 
of  bis  society  30  t 

Vaill,  Georgo  2 

Weed,  A.  2 

Wickes,  Janies  1 

Vermont. 

For  Reports  25 

Waterford,  JV.  F. 
Cheever,  E.  2 

Doe,  N.  B.  2 

Douglass,  1.  H.  2 

Kimball,  Elijah  II.  2 

Sellick,  William  2 

Wethersfield,  Vt. 
Contribution,  by  the  hand 
of  James  Convers  2 

Wethersfield,  Conn. 

Buck,  I).  B.  2 

Buck,  Winthrop  2 

Goodrich,  Jesse  2 

Goodrich,  Joshua  2 

Goodrich,  Simeon  2 

Pilsbury,  Amos  2 

Pilsbury,  Moses  C.  5 

Riley,  Martha  2 

Robbins,  Ashur  2 

Stillman,  Timothy  3 

Skaats,  Abraham  2 

Tenney,  C.  J.  2 


Total  amount  of  cash  acknowledged  in  the  above  list, 
Add  error  in  addition, 


]3oduct  three  subscriptions  of  .$2  each,  entered  but  not  paid, 


34 


$3,338  70 
82 

$3,359  52 
6 

$3,353  52 
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STATISTICS  ON  IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT,  IN  BERKSHIRE  CO.,  MASS. 

IVovi  the  Pittsfield  San. 


Period  of  Commitment. 
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Who'e  number  com¬ 
mitted,  and  par¬ 
ticulars  thereof. 


1819. 

Whole  num¬ 
ber  committed, 
from  January  1, 
to  December  31 

1819,  1 12.* 

Of  this  num¬ 
ber,  38  took  the 
poor  debtor’s 
oath. f 

Of  the  whole 
number,  34  were 
supported  byj.be 
towns,  l 

Of  those  sup¬ 
ported  by  I  owns, 
18  took  the  poor 
debtor’s  oath.$ 

1820. 

Whole  num¬ 
ber  committed, 
from  January  1, 

1820,  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31, 1820,  94.|| 

Of  this  num¬ 
ber,  52  took  the 
poor  debtor’s 
oath. IT 

Of  the  whole 
number, 25  were 
supported  by  the 
towns.** 

Of  those  sup¬ 
ported  by  towns, 
18  took  the  poor 
debtor’s  oatli.ff 


Amount  of 
D^bts- 

Costs  of 
Suit. 

Costs  of 
Commit¬ 
ment. 

.Ga  o  Fee? 
anti  Ex¬ 
penses  of 
he  Oath. 

Amount  ol 
Board. 

Total 

amount  of 
Costs,  %c. 
and  Board. 

Value  of  Time1  Aggregate 
lost,  at  40  Costs,  Ex- 
cts.  per  day,  penses,  B  tard 
for  do  days.  an  1  Time. 

$  cts. 

§  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

#  cts. 

$>’  cts. 

3332  17 

739  23 

391  38 

120  80 

39G 

2147  41 

1344 

3491  41 

1818  90 

496  75 

184  41 

91  20 

304 

1076  36 

456 

1532  36 

462  83 

120  69 

108  82 

81  00 

205  54 

516  65 

408 

924  65 

230  21 

88  71 

08  64 

43  20 

108  53 

309  08 

216 

525  08 

3291  20 

535  95 

359  44 

141  00 

658 

1694  99 

1128 

2822  99 

2211  01 

317  73 

203  12 

124  80 

364 

1009  65 

624 

1633  65 

332  04 

111  06 

.  89  35 

46 

153  08 

400  09 

300 

700  05 

212  92 

09  46 

05  50 

43  20 

no  so 

289  02 

216 

505  02 

*  'i  he  costs  am  >unt  to  37  per  cent.  J  lie  cos  s,  b  ird  and  time  amoun  t  fije  per  cent,  more  than  lie  whole  amount  of  debts ! 

t  'J  lie  costs  amount  to  43  per  cent.  The  costs,  board  and  time  amount  to  t4  per  c.  lit.  on  iie  amount  of  debts  ! 

}  The  cos  s  amount  to  68  per  cent  The  costs,  boar  *  and  time  are  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  deb  s  1 

6  The  cos's  amount  to  S3  per  cent.  ’  The  cos  s,  board  and  time  anr  uni  to  mire  than  double  the  au.-  unt  of ‘he  debts! 

(I  The  costs  amount  to  31  per  rent.  The  costs,  board  and  time  are  equal  to  84  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  he  debts  ! 

The  cos's  amount  to  29  per  cen".  The  cos's,  b  iard  an  I  time  are  equ  il  to  74  per  cent,  on  he  amount  of  debts  ! 

**  Costs,  75  per  cent. !  The  cos's,  board  and  time  amount  to  more  thin  double  'he  deb's  ! 

ft  The  costs  are  85  per  cent.  !  The  costs,  hoard  and  time  are  nc  r  ly  equal  to  ten  and  a  half  times  the  amount  of  the  deb's  ? 


Analysis  of  Commitments  for  Debt  for  1819  and  1820. 


Under  10. 

10  to  20. 

20  to  =o. 

50  to  ICO.  |100  t  •  200. 

200  to  300. 

300  o  400. 

400  'o  500. 

To'al. 

REA'jIRXc. 

37 

37 

24 
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3 
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112 

In  llu.se  two  years,  liree 

25 

41 

13 

6 

6 

2 

1 

0 

94 

•vere  under  10  dollar? ;  two 
hi  d?  under  20;  and  seven 
eighths  under  50. 

62 

78 

37 

15 
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206 

35 
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1830. 


Number  of  Prisoners,  . 

Males . 

Females, . 

Colored  Males, . . 

Discharged  at  Expiration  of  Sentence, 

Pardoned,  . 

Americans, . 

Foreigners, . 

Perjury, . 

For  Larceny, . 

Other  Crimes, . 

Counterfeiting, . 

Forgery,  . 

Assault  to  Ravish,  . 

Assault  to  Kill,  . 

Manslaughter, . 

Murder, . . 

Adultery  and  Lewdness,  .... 

Horse-stealing,  . 

Bigamy, . 

Burglary, . 

Rape,  .  . . . 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 


JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY, 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

APPOINTED  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  STATE  PRISON. 

January,  1830. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison,  and  to  which 

was  assigned  the  additional  duty  of  reporting  a  system  of  Prison  discipline, 

beg  leave  further  to  report : 

That,  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Prison,  so 
far  as  it  regards  the  discipline  of  the  same,  and  the  manner  in  which  its  affairs 
have  been  conducted,  the  legislature,  by  resolution,  empowered  the  committee  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

By  virtue  of  this  authority,  your  committee  have  examined  with  great  particular¬ 
ity  into  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  have  arranged  the  evidence  under 
different  heads. 

The  principal  object  has  been  to  show  the  difficulty,  under  the  present  construc¬ 
tion  and  arrangement  of  the  buildings,  shops  and  offices,  to  enforce  a  proper  disci¬ 
pline,  and  also  to  point  out  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  present  arrangement. 

1st.  On  the  Construction. 

The  Guard  Room  is  on  the  north-west  corner  of  the  building.  It  commands 
a  view  of  neither  the  yard,  the  shops,  the  wings,  or  the  walls  of  the  Prison.  Here 
the  principal  keeper,  and  the  clerk,  who  acts  as  deputy,  transact  much  of  their 
business  ;  and  while  they  do  this,  they  know  nothing  from  actual  observation,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  conduct  of  the  assistant  keepers,  or  prisoners,  in  any  part  of 
the  establishment.  They  might  as  well  be  placed  in  one  of  the  solitary  cells,  so 
far  as  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Prison  is  concerned.  The  prisoners  might 
rise  upon  the  under  keepers  in  the  shops  ;  the  prisoners  in  the  cells  of  either  the 
north  or  south  wing,  might  make  their  escape  ;  the  sentinel,  on  the  wall,  might 
sleep  at  his  post,  and  the  principal  keeper  and  his  deputy,  in  the  guard  room,  be  so 
far  removed  from  hearing,  and  cut  off  from  sight,  as  to  know  nothing  of  it.  Instead 
of  this,  the  guard  room  should  command,  from  one  position,  the  range  of  cells,  the 
whole  yard,  the  prisoners  in  the  shops,  under  their  respective  officers,  and  the  sen¬ 
tinel  on  the  wall ;  then  the  principal  keeper,  from  the  guard  room,  or,  in  his  ab¬ 
sence,  his  deputy,  commands  the  whole  establishment. 

Again,  the  Night  Rooms  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  separate  the  men. 
They  are  put  two,  three,  and  four,  in  a  room  ;  and  the  rooms  are  so  constructed, 
that  the  men  can  freely  communicate  from  window  to  window,  and  from  door  to 
door,  and  from  the  building  to  the  street.  Besides  all  this,  the  halls,  by  the  side  of 
which  the  night  rooms  are  arranged,  are  separated  from  the  passage  leading  to  the 
room  where  the  watch  is  on  duty,  by  solid  doors,  with  complicated  fastenings,  and  this 
passage  by  other  doors  from  the  guard  room.  Thus  the  prisoners,  by  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  night  rooms,  are  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  the  inspection  or  con¬ 
trol  of  the  subordinate  officers.  In  consequence  of  this,  we  shall  see,  in  the  progress 
of  the  Report,  how  many  plans  of  mischief  are  devised,  and  how  many  escapes  are 
effected,  from  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  night  rooms. 


81 


FIFTH  REPORT - 1830. 


411 


The  Shops,  too,  and  other  places  of  labor,  are  scattered  about,  without  form  or 
unity  of  design  ;  and  the  men  are  necessarily  divided  into  small  companies,  so  that 
it  would  require  a  much  larger  number  of  keepers  than  are  at  present  employed, 
to  exercise  a  constant  inspection  of  the  men,  without  which  there  can  be  no  thorough 
discipline.  One  of  the  buildings  is  divided  into  five  small  apartments,  which  would 
require  as  many  officers,  to  keep  a  proper  discipline. ;  while,  in  the  whole  of  this 
building,  with  the  present  number  of  keepers,  there  can  be  but  one  officer.  In  the 
other  apartments  of  this  building,  therefore,  there  may  be  traffic  of  the  state’s  prop¬ 
erty,  gambling,  fighting,  and  other  mischief,  without  detec'ion. 

The  Cookery,  Hospital  and  Place  of  Worship  also,  are  inconvenient  and 
concealed.  The  cookery  is  directly  under  the  centre  biylding,  far  removed  from 
the  observaMon  of  a  keeper.  From  the  front  window  of  the  cookery,  the  prisoners 
have  been  in  thi  habit  of  passing  and  repassing  things  to  persons  in  the  street.  This 
is  a  very  natural  and  easy  outlet  for  the  shoes  belonging  to  the  State  which 
are  missing.  The  hospital  is  an  old  room,  not  well  venfilated,  and  is  so  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  Pri>on  smell,  that  it  would  be  likely  to  make  a  well  person  sick  ; 
and  is  so  situated  as  not  to  be  under  in  p  iclion  or  control,  unless  an  officer  is  set 
apart  for  this  duty;  which  cannot  be  done  without  an  increase  of  officers.  Finding 
this  a  convenient  place  of  concealment,  the  pri 'oners,  under  false  pretences,  leave 
their  work,  and  get  into  it.  The  chapel  is  liable  to  similar  objections.  It  is  sepa¬ 
rated  by  four  passages,  and  five  doors,  from  the  building  in  which  the  prisoners  are 
lodged;  so  that  much  time  and  labor  are  necessary  in  getting  the  prisoners  into  it. 
And  besides,  it  is  a  small  and  uncomfortable  place  tor  the  religious  worship  of  so 
many  men.  It  is  in  its  size  and  character  like  the  hospital.  It  is  one  of  the  old 
night  rooms,  used  many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  lodging  the  men,  before  the 
south  wing  was  built. 

The  Sentinel’s  Box,  on  the  wall,  is  not  well  designed.  It  does  not  command 
the  interior  of  the  yard.  There  are  many  hiding-places,  where  the  men  can  screen 
themselves  from  the  observation  of  the  sentinel,  behind  the  shops,  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  and  many  prisoners  prepare  themselves,  without  his  knowledge,  or  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  men  under  whose  particular  care  they  are  placed,  for  attemp'ing  to 
escape.  Besides,  the  sen'inel  cannot  command  the  north  wall,  on  the  north  side  ; 
nor  the  west  wall,  on  the  west  side;  nor  the  south  wall,  on  the  south  side.  Dis¬ 
charged  convicts,  therefore,  and  persons  ill-disposed,  can  approach  the  Prison  from 
north,  south  and  west,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  sentinel  on  the  wall,  and  fur¬ 
nish  prohibited  articles,  and  implements  of  mischief  and  escape,  to  the  convicts. 
We  dwell  the  longer  on  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  in  this  re 'pact,  because  we 
shall  see  the  consequences  of  it  in  the  progress  of  the  Report,  in  the  very  great 
number  of  escapes  which  have  taken  place  since  the  Prison  was  built.  Thus  we 
have  seen  that  the  guard  room,  the  night  rooms,  the  shops,  the  cookery,  hospital, 
chapel  and  sentinel  box  are  not  properly  constructed. 

2d.  On  the  Discipline  of  the  Prison  as  connected  with  the 

Construction. 

In  a  Prison  thus  constructed,  there  can  be  no  discipline.  The  subordinate  offi¬ 
cers  are  not  subordinate.  The  principal  keeper  has  no  good  posi'ion,  from  which 
to  command  his  men.  It  would  take  him  a  long  time  to  go  around  the  Prison,  and 
look  them  all  up.  Instead  of  which,  lie  should  have  a  po-iiion  from  which  he  can 
at  once  overlook  officers,  as  well  as  prisoners.'  This  would  effectually  prevent 
those  faults,  which  the  keeper  of  the  Pri  on,  in  his  official  report  to  the  committee, 
says,  page  2,  “  he  found  requiring  a  remedy — lsf,  great  laxity  on  the  part  of  the 
assistant  keepers  in  their  duty  ;  leaving  the  prisoners  alone ,  to  the  great  neglect 
of  their  occupations ,  and  the  destruction  of  all  system  and  order  ;  2<1,  the  gene¬ 
ral  prevalence  of  insubordination ,  and  the  pre-existence  of  a  perfect  familiarity 
and  almost  unrestrained  intercourse  among  the  prisoners,  and  between  the  pris¬ 
oners  and  the  assistant  keepers  ;  and  3d,  the  extensive  indulgence  of  a  system  of 
traffic  between  the  prisoners  and  their  keepers,  in  which  articles  made  by  them, 
and  property  over  which  they  had  no  control,  were  exchanged,  with  the  keepers 
for  other  commodities,  in  a  secret  and  covert  manner.”  How  are  these  things  to 
be  prevented,  if  the  principal  keeper  is  to  be  shut  up  in  a  room,  from  which  he  can 
see  nothing  that  is  done  by  officers  or  men?  The  great  principle  of  unceasing  in- 
spec  ion  is  lost  sight  of,  and  these  deeds  of  darkness  are  done,  because  they  can  be 
done  in  the  dark.  The  way  to  correct  them  is,  to  bring  them  out  into  open  day,  so 
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that  the  principal  keeper  can,  at  any  moment,  with  a  single  glance  of  his  eye,  in¬ 
spect  the  whole  establishment. 

In  consequence,  parlly,  of  the  same  defect  in  the  construction  of  the  buildings, 
the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorderly.  The  shops  are  so  divided  and  subdivided, 
that  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many  separate  apartments,  for  the  convicts,  as  there 
are  officers.  The  convicts,  therefore,  must  necessarily  be  left  alone.  This  single 
disadvantage  would  break  up  the  discipline  of  the  best  Prison  in  the  world.  The 
officers  leave  the  shops,  and  the  convicts  of  course  leave  their  work.  In  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  what  security  can  there  possibly  be,  that  the  convicts  shall  be  all  the 
time  profitably  at  work  ? 

There  are  complaints  not  only  that  the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorderly  in  the 
shops,  but  they  leave  the  shops  and  go  into  the  yard  ;  and  one  witness  testified  that 
“  he  could  not  get  them  back,  till  they  were  sent  for.”  The  reason  assigned  by 
them  for  leaving  the  shops  is  from  necessity  ;  but  in  a  well  constructed  Prison, 
there  is  a  water-closet  connected  with  every  shop,  which  only  one  man  can  enter 
at  a  time,  and  which  he  can  enter  only  from  the  shop,  and  this  breaks  up  all  neces¬ 
sity  for  leaving  the  shops,  and  all  opportunity  for  false  pretences,  in  regard  to  this 
thing,  and  leaves  the  keeper  the  command  of  his  men  ;  so  that  all,  excepting  one,  at 
every  moment  of  time,  are  under  his  eye,  and  Ihis  one,  who  for  a  little  time  is  re¬ 
moved  from  his  observation,  is  in  solitary,  and  it  is  known  where  he  is. 

As  the  Prison  is  constructed,  there  are  various  opportunities  for  combination  in 
mischief,  among  the  prisoners,  which  are  broken  up  at  once  in  a  well  constructed 
Prison.  Much  evidence  is  furnished  to  the  committee  by  different  witnesses,  con¬ 
cerning  a  combination  of  men  in  the  Prison  called  the  stanch  gang.  One 
witness  says,  “  they  will  lie,  and  swear  to  it ;  they  will  steal  provision,  and  carry 
it  off ;  they  will  lurk  in  the  kitchen,  and  steal  other  men’s  provision  ;  they  will 
threaten  each  other’s  lives  ;  they  will  make  dirks  ;  they  will  lie,  steal  and  gam¬ 
ble  ;  they  will  make  their  own  cards.  I  gave  one  of  the  inspectors  one  pack,  and 
sent  one  pack  to  a  friend  in  the  country,  that  he  might  see  what  can  be  done  in 
the  Prison.  They  have  rules  by  which  they  are  bound  to  each  other ;  one  rule  is, 
if  a  man  tells  any  thing,  they  will  fall  a-foul  of  him  and  beat  him.” 

Another  witness  was  asked  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  the  stanch  gang. 
He  said  there  was  such  a  gang.  They  would  not  tell  of  each  other  ;  if  they  did, 
they  would  beat  the  informer.  He  had  known  one  stab  another.  They  consider 
him  a  traitor  who  informs  of  their  evil  deeds.  Such  men  are  called  snitch. 

Another  witness  says,  the  stanch  gang  are  persons  combined  together  to 
get  away,  and  not  to  tell  each  other’s  secrets.  “  If  any  one  tells  of  them,  they  fall 
on  him  and  beat  him.  There  was  a  black  man  nearly  killed  in  the  weave  shop. 
They  took  the  stone  coal  and  beat  him  on  the  head,  and  it  cut  like  a  knife.  He  was 
nearly  killed.”  Another  witness,  when  asked  about  the  stanch  gang,  said  “  he 
thought  the  State  had  better  let  them  go,  than  be  under  such  discipline.  They 
have  frequently  drawn  knives  upon  each  other  in  the  yard.  In  one  instance,  one 
would  have  cut  out  the  bowels  of  the  other.” 

Much  evidence  has  also  been  furnished  to  the  committee,  concerning  the  want 
of  power  to  enforce  discipline  among  the  convicts,  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  south  wing  is  constructed,  where  the  convicts  sleep.  One  witness 
says  the  prisoners  will  steal' oil  to  burn  in  the  cells,  and  carry  sticks  and  strings  to 
the  cells,  that  they  may  pass  things  from  one  to  the  other,  and  from  door  to  door. 

Another  witness  was  asked  if  the  conviets  could  communicate  with  each  other 
after  they  were  locked  up  at  night.  He  said,  they  could  communicate  with  each 
other,  twenty  of  them.  Witness  says,  that  the  convicts  often  worked  in  the  cells 
on  the  Sabbath,  making  hats  ;  he  had  caught  them  at  it,  and  put  a  stop  to  it ;  but  he 
did  expect  they  carried  it  on.  He  gave  the  name  of  the  convict  who  made  a  com¬ 
plete  ladder  in  the  cells  to  scale  the  walls;  with  which  it  was  done.  Witness  was 
asked  if  he  heard  any  conversation  among  the  men  at  night;  he  said  “  that  the  for¬ 
mer  keeper  was  opposed  to  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  it,  in  the  way  the 
men  are  kept;  they  would  be  generally  talking  about  roguery.”  Witness  then 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  instruction  he  heard  an  experienced  thief  give  one 
less  experienced,  about  the  best  way  of  raising  twenty  dollars  to  begin  with,  after 
he  got  out.  The  latter  was  a  young  convict,  who  was  soon  to  be  discharged. 

Another  witness  says,  “  the  men  are  so  much  together,  it  is  very  much  against 
the  interest  of  the  institution.  They  talk  about  what  they  have  done,  and  what  they 
will  do,  and  how  they  may  get  out.” 

Another  witness  believes  “  that  the  prisoners  have  had  knowledge  of  the  difficul- 
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ties  existing  in  the  government  of  the  Prison.  He  has  heard  the  prisoners  talk 
about  if,  in  the  cells.  He  has  heard  them  talk  about  the  change  in  the  government 
of  the  Prison,  in  the  cells  at  night.  He  has  heard  the  prisoners,  after  they  were  locked 
up  in  the  cells,  conversing  with  discharged  prisoners,  in  the  street.  No  longer  ago 
than  four  weeks,  two  men  came  along  and  began  to  converse,  and  he  stopped  them.” 

Wi:ness  says  further,  “  in  the  cells,  one  night,  two  of  the  prisoners  fought:  one 
bit  the  other’s  finger,  and  a  piece  of  the  bone  came  out.  They  are  put  together,  old 
and  young,  without  regard  to  their  crime.  They  lay  their  beds  on  the  floor.  They 
are  single  beds,  but  when  there  are  three,  they  make  them  up  all  as  one,  and  sleep 
all  together.  They  sometimes  want  to  be  separated,  because  they  quarrel.” 

Another  witness  has  often  heard  the  prisoners  talking  from  the  south  wing,  with 
persons  on  the  outside.  He  has  caught  them  at  it,  late  at  night.  They  once  shot" 
an  arrow,  attached  to  a  string,  into  the  street,  and  the  string  was  found  extending 
from  the  night  room  to  the  street — supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  in 
something.  Winess  does  not  think  any  thing  more  can  be  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State,  in  that  Prison,  than  is  now  done. 

Another  witness,  speaking  of  putting  three  or  four  in  a  room  at  night,  and  the 
things  going  on  among  the  men,  after  they  were  locked  up,  concluded  by  saying, 
“  as  to  that  Prison,  it  is  a  mere  burlesque  on  Prisons.” 

Owing  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
prevent  traffic  with  the  prisoners,  which  is  subversive  of  all  discipline.  In  a  prop¬ 
erly  constructed  Prison,  it  is  the  impression  upon  every  mind,  both  of  convict  and 
assistant  keeper,  “  I  am  constantly  under  inspection.  Every  thing  which  I  do  will 
be  seen.”  But  there  are  so  many  hiding-places  in  this  Prison,  and  so  few  facilities 
for  in tpaction,  that  this  seems  not  at  all  to  be  the  impression,  on  the  minds  of  either 
keeper  or  convict. 

The  principal  keeper  says,“  when  he  became  keeper  of  the  Prison,  he  found  an 
exten  ive  traffic  between  the  prisoners  and  under  keepers,  particularly  in  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  straw  hats  and  whip-stocks.  When  asked  to  give  a  statement  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  evils,  which  he  had  discovered  in  the  Prison,  he  said  the  shoe  shop  was  a 
place  of  resort  for  the  keepers  ;  some  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  another  was  in 
the  habit  of  going  into  the  kitchen,  and  spending  some  time  there,  while  his  men 
went  at  loose  ends.  He  watched  the  keeper  of  whom  this  complaint  was  made, 
and  found  that  it  was  so.  Since  this  he  has  found  it  of  little  use  to  attempt  to  en¬ 
force  any  orders,  and  has  had  enough  to  do  to  get  along  any  way.”  He  then  gave 
a  particular  account  of  some  hats,  sold  by  a  convict  to  a  keeper,  and  the  price  put 
upon  them  by  the  convict. 

Another  witness  stated,  “  that  convicts  had  made  hats  to  sell :  it  was  likely  they 
had  made  other  things-;'  they  w-ould  be  taken  out  and  sold.  He  believed  one  of 
the  keepers  had  taken  out  things,  and  sold  them  for  the  convicts.”  This  keeper 
afterwards  acknowledged  to  the  committee,  that  he  had  done  so.  Witness  further 
says,  “  the  convicts  get  tobacco ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  get  it ;  the  proceeds  of  hats 
and  other  things  might  buy  it.  There  are  many  ways  they  have  in  common.” 
Witness  could  not  watch  his  men  so  as  to  know  where  they  went.  There  were 
more  of  them  to  watch  him.  They  might  go  out  if  they  pleased,  and  if  he  saw 
them  about  the  wagons  which  came  into  the  yard,  he  would  drive  them  away. 
Witness  said,  that  some  time  last  spring,  one  of  the  keepers  sold-  articles  for  the 
convicts.  He  understood  the  principal  keeper  w'as  opposed  to  it,  but  it  was  done. 

I  believe  it  was  done  in  both  their  times. 

Another  witness  testifies,  “  that  one  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  the  old  convict 
who  takes  care  of  the  cloth  from  the  wreave  shop,  is  never  without  money  ;  that  he 
used  to  traffic  in  tobacco,  buy  it  and  sell  it  out  again.” 

Another  witness,  a  citizen  of  Trenton,  thinks  he  has  seen  one  of  the  keepers  carry 
articles  to  a  certain  store,  and  exchange  them  for  the  convicts.  The  keeper  and 
store  keeper  referred  to,  were  both  called,  and  acknowledged  that  it  was  so.  Wit¬ 
ness  did  not  believe  that  the  traffic  was  confined  to  this  keeper. 

Another  witness  knows  “  that  many  articles  were  made  in  the  Prison  by  the  con¬ 
victs,  but  he  does  not  know  how  they  got  out.” 

Another  witness,  one  of  the  keepers,  says,  “  he  has  thrown  tobacco  on  the  ground 
for  convicts.”  This  was  done  to  avoid  an  order  which  prohibits  assistant  keepers 
from  giving  them  tobacco.  Witness  further  says,  “  that  his  children  have  taken 
things  from  prisoners,  and  sold  them,  in  exchange  for  other  articles.  He  believes 
that  all  the  keepers’  children  have  done  it.  Witness  explains  by  saying,  “  that  they 
went  on  the  wall,  and  let  down  strings  to  take  things  up  ;  that  it  has  also  been  done 
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through  the  basement  story  windows,  in  front  of  the  house,  with  convicts  in  the 
cookery.”  Many  of  these  things  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to 
prevent  in  the  buildings,  as  they  are  now  constructed.  There  is  no  point  of  obser¬ 
vation,  from  which  there  can  be  a  thorough  supervision,  by  the  piincipal  keeper,  of 
the  whole  establishment;  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  many  hiding-places, besides  a 
guard  room  for  the  principal  keeper  and  his  deputy,  from  which  they  can  only  look 
into  the  street,  and  see  nothing  that  is  done  in  the  Piison. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  discipline  is  interrupted  by  a  knowledge  in  the  Prison, 
among  the  convicts,  of  almost  every  thing  that  is  done  abroad. 

The  principal  keeper  says,  that  “  things  which  take  place  in  town  are  known  to 
the  pri  oners  within  twenty-four  hours,  which  could  not  be  known  except  from  the 
keepers;  there  is  such  a  familiarity  between  them,  that  these  things  are  all  com¬ 
municated.”  This  familiarity,  between  keepers  and  convicts  could  soon  be  broken 
up  by  the  principal  keeper,  if  he  was  faithful,  if  the  constiuclion  was  such,  that 
he  could  from  his  office  overlook  the  whole  establishment,  and  see  keepers  and 
convicts  at  the  same  time. 

Another  witness  said,  that  “  it  was  too  much  the  case,  that  there  was  a  familiar¬ 
ity  between  the  convicts  and  keepers.  He  says  the  convicts  seem  to  know  most 
every  thing  that  is  going  on.” 

Another  wi'ness  thinks  “  the  convicts  know  what  is  going  on  in  Trenton,”  and 
says  “  they  will  know  within  a  month  what  is  going  on  here  to-day.” 

He  says  they  have  newspapers  ;  “  l  have  seen  papers  more  than  once  ;  but  did 
not  see  any  one  give  them  to  the  convicts.”  This  is  ihe  gt  eat  difficulty  in  this 
Ptison;  almo-.t  any  thing  may  be  done,  (there  are  so  many  hiding-places  to  do  mis¬ 
chief,)  and  the  responsible  officer  cannot  see  who  does  it. 

Owing  in  part  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  the  discipline  is  such,  that  riots 
are  frequent,  and  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  them  ;  there  are  many  places  for  con¬ 
cealment,  and,  necessarily ,  from  the  construction,  frequent  opportunities  for  com¬ 
bination,  out  of  which  these  riots  have  grown.  The  principal  keeper  said,  “  he 
had  lately  had  an  attempt  at  riot,  and  there  was  ano'her  liot  since  he  had  been 
there,  in  the  weave  shop.  The  keepi  r  was  absent  from  his  shop  contrary  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Pti  on.  The  rule  is,  that  no  keeper  shall  leave  his  shop  till  ihe 
relief  comes.  This  rule  is  violated  every  day.”  This  is  the  testimony  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  keeper.  While  the  assis'ant  keepers  say  truly  in  their  defence,  that  there 
are  more  shops  and  places  of  labor  for  them  to  oversee,  than  there  are  keepers;  and 
they  are  obliged  to  go  from  one  to  ano'her  ;  consequently  an  opportunity  for  riot 
is  afforded  when  the  keeper  of  a  shop  is  absent. 

Another  witness  testified,  “  that  they  had  pretty  revere  riots.  If  any  one  tells 
of  them,  they  fall  on  him  and  beat  him.  It  has  been  done  four  or  five  times  in  a 
year.”  One  of  the  inspectors  testified,  “  that  the  Prison  had  been  in  a  regular  state 
of  insubordination  duting  the  last  year.”  Another  witness,  one  of  the  contractors, 
testified,  “  that  he  saw  a  very  alarming  riot  at  the  Pri  on.  When  I  went  to  the 
door,”  said  witness,  “  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  thirty  convicts  between 
the  two  shops.  One  of  the  keepers  was  doing  all  that  he  could  to  suppress  it ;  an¬ 
other  threatened  to  fire  upon  them  from  the  wall ;  ano'her  keeper  came  to  the  gale, 
and  called  for  a  musket.  He  was  as  pale  as  death.  There  was  some  piivate  diffi¬ 
culty  between  two  convicts,  and  the  others  took  sides.  I  heard  one  of  the  con¬ 
victs  swear,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  yard,  till  he  had  been  the  death  of  the 
other.”  If  the  Ptison  was  so  constructed  as  to  separate  the  convicts  at  night,  and 
admit  of  keeping  them  in  their  places  in  the  day  time,  under  constant  in-pection, 
both  from  the  keepers  in  the  shops  and  those  in  the  guard  room,  these  tiots  could 
be  effectually  prevented. 

Again,  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  destroyed  by  the  keepers  sleeping  at  their 
posts,  and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  safety  of  the  Prison  has  frequently 
been  endangered  at  night.  The  ptincipal  keeper  testifies,  “  that  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  he  found  the  assistant  keepers  sleeping  on  their  posts  at  night.  They  were 
called  before  the  board  of  inspectors,  and  acknowledged  that  they  had  done  so.” 
The  board  no'ified  them  through  the  keeper,  that  they  should  expect  them  there¬ 
after  to  do  their  duty.  After  this  the  assistant  keepers  locked  the  ptincipal  keeper 
out  of  the  hall,  which  led  to  the  room  where  they  were  on  duty',  one  week,  which 
he  attempted  to  enter  several  times,  but  could  not.  The  assistant  keeper  alleged, 
as  a  reason  for  doing  this,  that  the  safety  of  the  Prison  was  in  danger  fiom  discharged 
convicts,  who  had  formed  the  design  of  coming  over  the  wall  in  the  night ;  enter¬ 
ing  the  passage  which  leads  to  the  room  where  the  watch  is  on  duty  ;  securing  the 
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watch,  and  releasing  the  prisoners.  About  this  time,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
both  the  assistant  and  principal  keeper,  two  or  more  discharged  convicts  did  actu¬ 
ally  come  over  the  wall  in  the  night,  into  the  yard  ;  the  dogs  gave  the  alarm  ;  the 
keepers  were  at  once  on  duty  ;  the  ladder  was  found  where  they  had  scaled  the 
wall  ;  the  alarm-bell  was  rung  ;  but  the  villains  made  their  escape.  The  principal 
keeper  supposes  that  their  object  was  plunder,  as  some  shoes  were  found  which 
they  had  taken  from  the  shop,  near  the  place  where  they  had  scaled  the  wall.  The 
assistant  keepers  suppose  that  their  object  was  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 

Not  a  great  while  after  this,  there  was  another  alarm  of  a  similar  kind,  when  the 
principal  keeper  was  not  at  home;  but  it  was  not  satisfactorily  ascertained  whether, 
at  this  time,  any  person  from  without  came  over  the  wall.  The  result  of  the  whole 
was,  that  a  different  arrangement  was  made  between  the  principal  and  the  assistant 
keepers,  by  which  the  former  was  supplied  with  a  key  to  open  the  door  of  the  pas¬ 
sage  leading  to  the  night  watch,  and  the  night  watch  were  supplied  with  a  key, 
that  they  might  secure  themselves  against  the  assaults  of  discharged  convicts. 
This  would  seem  reasonable,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  the  Prison  is  endangered  from 
discharged  convicts  ;  but  it  is  not  calculated  to  keep  the  night  watch  awake  while 
on  duty,  because  they  are  so  securely'  locked,  and  concealed  from  observation,  in  a 
small  room  by  themselves,  that  they  might  sleep  on  their  posts,  and  still  not  be  de¬ 
tected  ;  for  when  the  principal  keeper  comes  to  unlock  the  door  of  the  passage 
leading  to  the  watch  room,  the  noise  would  be  likely  to  awaken  the  night  watch,  if 
he  were  asleep,  so  that  the  principal  keeper  would  not  know  whether  he  had  been 
asleep  or  not. 

There  is  another  difficulty  about  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  in 
this  Prison.  If  the  watch  is  awrake,  he  cannot  see,  from  the  room  where  he  is  usu¬ 
ally  stationed,  any  part  of  the  building  where  the  convicts  are  lodged.  He  must 
leave  his  station,  and  go  out  into  the  passage,  and  pass  through  one  or  two  doors, 
before  he  comes  to  the  only  place  where  he  can  see  the  night  rooms  ;  and  even  then 
he  must  go  into  four  stories,  and  peep  over  the  tops  of  eight  doors,  before  he  can 
inspect  forty  cells;  and,  after  all,  he  can  only  see  the  doors;  he  cannotseethe  inte¬ 
rior  of  the  cells,  nor  know  whether  the  convicts  are  there,  or  whether  they  have 
escaped  through  the  roof  or  external  walls  into  the  yard. 

In  a  Prison  properly  constructed,  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  is 
not  liable  to  such  objections  ;  because  the  principal  keeper,  from  his  private  apart¬ 
ment,  at  any  moment,  can  look  in  upon  him,  and  see  that  he  is  awake,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  night  watch  ;  and  the  night  watch,  from  the  open  space  in  which 
he  is  placed,  by  changing  his  position  30  feet,  without  passing  through  any  door, 
can  command  the  doors  and  windows  of  every  night  room  in  the  building;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  if  a  convict  gets  out  of  his  cell,  he  is  not  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
the  sentinel,  but  he  is  still  in  Prison,  for  it  is  a  Prison  within  a  Prison.  He  has  got 
out  of  one  Prison  into  another.  He  has  got  out  of  his  cell,  but  he  has  gotten  into 
a  place  where  he  is  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  sentinel,  and,  if  the  alarm  is  given,  to 
the  fire  of  the  musketry  of  all  the  keepers  in  the  guard  room. 

Not  so  in  our  State  Prison;  the  convicts  may  get  out  of  their  night  rooms,  into  the 
open  yard  ;  thence,  unseen  in  the  dark,  over  the  yard  wall  into  the  street.  The  con¬ 
struction  is,  therefore,  such,  that  tho  night  watch  may  sleep  at  his  post,  and  the 
convicts  escape  with  impunity. 

3d.  Of  Escapes. 

To  show  that  this  is  not  a  representation  unsupported  by  facts,  we  have  obtained 
information  from  the  records  of  the  Prison,  concerning  the  escapes  which 'have  ac¬ 
tually  been  effected  since  the  Prison  was  built.  This  list  is  now  before  us :  it  con¬ 
tains  the  names  of  oaf.  hundred  and  eight  convicts  who  have  made  their  es¬ 
cape.  This  is  more  than  one  twelfth  part  of  all  who  have  been  committed  to  the 
Prison — a  proof  of  the  insecurity  of  the  Prison ;  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 
the  history  of  Prisons,  without  a  parallel. 

Of  the  whole  number  who  thus  escaped,  ten  escaped,  one  at  a  time ;  sixteen,  two 
at  a  time  ;  twenty-one,  three  at  a  time  ;  twenty-four,  four  at  a  time  ;  five  at  one 
time  ;  fourteen,  seven  at  a  time  ;  and  eighteen,  nine  at  a  time.  Total,  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eight.  Males,  one  hundred  and  three  ;  females,  five.  One  escaped 
by  making  a  hole  in  the  door  ;  one,  by  a  false  key  ;  two,  who  were  at  work  on  the 
new  cells  ;  three,  by  forcing  the  hall  door  ;  four,  through  the  yard  gate  ;  four,  in  a 
manner  not  specified;  five,  through  the  grates  without  sawing;  five,  by  sawing 
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the  grates  ;  twenty-nine,  by  scaling  the  wall ;  and  forty-nine,  through  the  roof, 
walls,  and  doors  of  the  main  building.  Total,  one  hundred  and  eight.  Twen¬ 
ty-eight  were  retaken  the  same  day  ;  twenty-live,  after  more  than  one  day,  and  in 
less  than  one  year  ;  six  were  gone,  time  not  specified  ;  two  were  gone  one  year  ; 
one,  two  years  ;  one,  three  years  ;  and  fifty-five  were  never  retaken.  Total,  one 
hundred  and  eight.  In  these  troubles,  one  keeper  was  stabbed  ;  three  pris¬ 
oners  broke  into  the  guard  room,  and  got  two  guns  with  which  they  escaped  ;  two 
prisoners  were  shot,  but  not  killed  ;  and  one  was  shot  dead. 

The  official  document  from  the  Prison  records,  from  which  these  results  are 
taken,  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  A. 

The  amount  paid  in  apprehending  the  above  prisoners  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars  and  three  cents. 

4th.  Of  Punishment. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  escapes  from  this  Prison,  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  want  of  sufficiently  severe  punishments  for  misdemeanor. 

Solitary  confinement  on  a  scanty  allowance  of  bread  with  cold  water  is  much 
used.  •  The  period  of  time  not  unfrequently  extends  to  twenty  and  thirty  days,  and 
this  too  in  the  winter  season,  in  cells  warmed  by  no  fire.  The  suffering  in  these 
circumstances  is  intense  ;  the  convicts  lose  their  flesh  and  strength,  and  frequently 
their  health  ;  they  are  sometimes  so  far  broken  down,  as  to  be  unable  to  work  when 
they  are  discharged  into  the  yard,  and  to  require  nearly  as  much  time  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  to  recruit  them,  as  they  have  had  in  the  cells,  to  break  them  down. 

The  committee  saw  a  man  in  the  hospital  last  week,  just  taken  from  the  cells, 
where  he  had  been  punished  for  misdemeanor  about  twenty  days.  He  was  pros¬ 
trate  upon  the  bed,  emaciated,  and  unable  to  work,  and  complained  of  much  pain. 
The  physician  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  his  pulse,  which  he  remarked 
was  very  feeble.  The  keeper  thought  it  would  be  some  time  before  he  would  be 
able  to  work. 

Besides  punishments  in  this  mode,  the  records  show,  that  chains  arc  much  used ; 
sometimes  with  a  fifty-six  attached  1o  them,  and  sometimes  for  the  purpose  of  chain¬ 
ing  the  prisoner  to  the  place  where  he  is  at  work.  A  number  of  the  prisoners,  at 
the  present  time,  have  chains  upon  them,  and  the  committee  saw'  one,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  on  an  iron  neck  yoke,  with  arms  extending  18  or  20 
inches  each  way  from  his  head,  which  was  said  to  be,  not  for  punishment,  but  to 
prevent  his  getting  through  the  grates. 

The  following  list  is  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  Prison,  who  has  been  there 
twenty  years.  It  shows  the  number  of  prisoners  that  is  supposed  to  have  died  in 
consequence  of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells,  for  disobedience  : — William 
Thomas,  Thomas  Steward,  John  0.  Brian,  William  Bower,  John  Brown,  Tunis  Cole, 
Aaron  Strattain,  Thomas  Somes,  Pomp  Cisco,  and  Peter  Marks — 10. 

The  document  from  which  this  statement  is  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  B. 

If  the  Prison  were  so  constructed,  as  to  separate  the  men  at  night,  and  keep 
them  perfectly  still,  and  thus  break  up  all  such  combinations  as  that  of  the  stanch 
gang  ;  and  if  the  shops  were  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  a  constant  inspection,  so 
as  to  keep  the  prisoners  in  their  places,  at  their  work  in  silence, — tliero  would  be 
comparatively  little  need  of  severe  punishments,  because  rebellion  and  villany 
would  be  prevented  in  the  very  beginning. 

5th.  Of  Deaths. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  including  the  ten  above-mentioned, 
is  forty-nine. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  committed  is  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  six. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners,  taking  the  whole  period  of  time,  is  supposed 
to  be  fifty  ;  which  gives  a  bill  of  mortality  of  about  three  per  cent.,  which  is  three 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  two 
per  cent,  more  than  that  of  the  Prisons  of  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

The  document  herewith  submitted,  from  which  the  above  is  taken,  is  marked  C. 

6th.  Of  Recommitments.  ' 

The  recommitments  are,  out  of  ninety,  the  whole  number,  seven  a  second 
time  ;  two  a  third  time  ;  and  two  a  fourth  time.  Cases  of  reformation,  we 


87 


FIFTH  REPORT - 1830. 


417 


have  heard  of  few  or  none.  At  Auburn,  out  of  six  hundred,  the  whole  number, 
the  recommitments  ar e,  seventeen  a  second  time,  and,  from  latest  information,  none 
a  third.  Cases  of  reformation  at  Auburn,  out  of  two  hundred  and  six  dis¬ 
charged  convicts,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  well  authenticated. 

7th.  Of  Expenses. 

Some  particulars  in  regard  to  the  expenses  and  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  State 


Prison,  as  furnished  from  the  treasury  department,  are  as  follows  : — 

The  expenses  exceeded  the  earnings,  in  four  years,  from  1800  to 

1803  inclusive, . $21,776  29 

In  nine  years,  between  1810  and  1822, .  58,651  33 

In  eight  years,  from  1822  to  1829  inclusive, .  46,425  44 

Total  loss,  including  the  loss  in  the  periods  specified  above,  .  .  .  164,963  81 

Average  loss  to  the  State,  annually,  from  September,  1798,  to  Sep¬ 
tember,  1829,  thirty-one  years, .  5,304  05 


The  official  document,  from  which  these  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  D. 

How  can  these  things  be  ?  They  are  not  satisfactorily  explained.  According  to 
the  returns  to  the  committee  from  the  Prison,  the  food  of  the  prisoners  per  day, 


costs . 4  Cts.  8  Mills. 

The  clothing, . 1  5 

Incidental  expenses, . 2  9 

Total  amount,  excluding  pay  of  officers, . 9  3 

Pay  of  officers  for  each  man  daily, . 9  4 

Total  expense  of  each  convict  daily, . 18  7 


Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  sixteen  are  employed  in  shoe-making,  each  of 
whom,  as  an  easy  day’s  work,  is  said  to  make  one  pair  of  coarse  shoes  per  day.  The 
price  paid  by  contractors  for  making  such  shoes  is,  for  each  pair,  thirty-three  cents, 
the  State  to  find  shoe-ti;read,  &c. 

When  any  part  of  the  shoemakers  are  employed  for  the  State,  the  shoes  which 
they  make  are  charged  to  the  State,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  pair,  for 
common  shoes,  and  other  work  at  a  similar  rate.  Why,  then,  do  not  the  shoemakers 
earn  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  cents  per  day ;  and  not,  as  they  are  returned,  only 
eighteen  cents  and  nine  mills  ?  If  the  returns  are  properly  made,  it  must  be  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  furnished  with  work,  and  kept  at  it.  When  the  committee  vis¬ 
ited  the  Prison,  several  shoemakers  were  sitting  in  idleness,  because  the  contrac¬ 
tors  had  not  furnished  them  with  work.  One  of  the  inspectors  testified  before  the 
committee  as  follows  : — “  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  I  went  to  the  Prison,  and 
the  keeper  of  the  shoe  shop  was  not  in  his  place.  I  found  only  two  of  the  men 
at  work  ;  as  soon  as  I  stept  in,  the  convicts  said  “  Whist,”  and  went  to  their  places 
like  a  parcel  of  rabbits.  I  went  round  the  Prison,  and  when  I  came  back,  the 
keeper  rvas  in  his  place,  and  I  gave  him  a  piece  of  my  mind.”  This  business  of 
the  shoe  shop,  is  the  most  important  branch  of  business,  except  one,  in  the  Prison  ; 
that  is,  the  weaving  business. 

In  the  weavers’  shop,  thirty-nine  hands  are  employed.  This  is  a  branch  of  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  most  of  the  hands  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  are  employed,  which 
has  cleared  for  the  State,  over  and  above  every  expense,  in  the  last  eight  years,  up¬ 
wards  of  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  weavers’  shop,  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  thirty-nine  hands  are  em¬ 
ployed,  and  twenty-six  looms.  The  cheapest  work  done  on  these  looms  is  done  for 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  which  is  about  half  a  cent  less  per  yard,  than  is  paid 
for  the  same  kind  of  work,  done  for  the  same  persons,  in  town.  The  task  in  winter 
is  ten  yards  per  day  ;  but  the  average  quantity  of  work  done  is  supposed  by  the 
keeper  not  to  exceed  nine  yards,  in  winter.  Allowing  it  to  be  nine  yards,  this 
would  give  the  earnings  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day,  at  the  lowest  prices, 
in  the  shortest  days.  In  the  summer  season,  the  task  is  fourteen  yards  per  day. 
Suppose  them  in  summer  to  fall  short  of  their  task  one  yard  per  day,  as  in  winter, 
and  weave  but  thirteen  yards  ;  they  would  earn  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
day  in  summer.  This  is  supposing  the  lowest  prices  for  all  the  looms.  But  many 
of  the  looms  weave  cloth  for  three  cents,  and  three  and  a  half  cents,  per  yard,  and 
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the  country  looms  for  ten  cents  a  yard.  In  such  cases,  the  business  is  much  more 
advantageous  to  the  State  than  in  the  cases  above  mentioned.  But  with  the  most 
favorable  suppo  ition  to  the  weaving  department,  and  the  most  unfavorable  to  the 
State,  it  appears,  that  the  men  in  the  weave  shop  can  earn,  in  winter,  each  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  cents  a  day,  and  in  summer  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day;  or 
an  average,  for  the  whole  year,  of  twenty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  day.  The  or¬ 
dinary  day’s  work,  in  town,  for  hired  hands,  is  twenty  yards,  and  the  lowest  price 
three  cents  per  yard,  by  which  a  weaver  in  town,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate  in 
weaving  the  same  goods,  can  earn  sixty  cents  per  day.  But  in  the  Prison,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  official  returns  to  the  committee,  the  weavers  earn  but  eighteen  cents 
per  day  ;  or,  if  the  spoolers  are  included,  they  earn  but  twelve  cents  and  a  fraction. 
Thus,  in  this  most  extensive  branch  of  business,  if  the  returns  are  correctly  made, 
the  men  do  not  pay  their  part  of  the  expenses  by  six  cents  and  eight  mills  per  day' 
each.  They  earn  twelve  cents,  and  they  cost  eighteen  cents  and  seven  mills. 
Here,  too,  the  explanation  is  the  same  as  in  the  shoe  shop.  The  contractors  do  not 
supply  work,  or  the  overseer  does  not  keep  them  at  it.  The  principal  keeper  says, 
“  that  many  hundred  days  are  lost  in  consequence  of  the  contractors  not  supplying 
work;”  and  one  of  the  inspectors  testified,  “  that  he  had  been  into  the  shop  and 
found  the  overseer  asleep  at  his  post.”  The  same  witness  says,  “  the  prisoners 
leave  their  shops  when  they  choose,  and  things  are  pretty  much  out  of  sorts  at  the 
Prison.” 

Besides  weavers  and  shoemakers,  it  appears,  from  the  official  returns,  that  two 
men  were  employed  as  coopers;  and  this  department  produced  for  the  State,  from 
the  labor  of  these  men,  in  the  course  of  the  year ,  fifteen  dollars  and  seventy-three 
cents.  Four  were  employed  in  sawing  stone;  and  this  department  produced  for 
the  labor  of  these  four  men,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
thirty-two  cents;  three  were  employed  as  tailors,  and  five  in  spinning;  but  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  returns;  twenty-nine 
promiscuous  hands,  including  all  the  above  except  the  weavers  and  shoemakers, 
having  their  food  and  clothes  found  them,  earned,  on  an  average,  according  to  the 
official  returns,  five  cents  per  day  each.  From  the  same  return  it  appears,  that  the 
whole  number  earned  on  an  average  ten  cents  and  four  mills  per  day,  and  cost 
eighteen  cents  and  eight  mills. 

The  committee  would  not  express  an  opinion,  whether  these  very  unfavorable 
results,  provided  the  returns  are  correctly  made,  are  to  be  attributed,  to  which  of 
the  three  following  causes,  in  the  greatest  degree  :  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison, 
which  admits  of  such  combination  in  villany  during  the  night,  and  such  conceal¬ 
ment  in  idleness  during  the  day  ;  to  the  neglect  of  the  overseers  ;  cr  to  the  imper¬ 
fection  of  the  contracts,  which  do  not  make  the  contractors  liable  if  the  men  in 
their  employ  are  not  supplied  with  work.  All  three,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  are  evils  demanding  a  speedy  remedy. 

That  they  arc  not  necessary  evils,  subjecting  the  State  to  such  heavy  expenses, 
for  the  support  of  the  Prison,  is  evident  from  a  comparison  between  the  State  Prison 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  new  State  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  regard  to  their  expenses 
and  earnings  during  the  last  year. 

The  New  Jersey  Prison  had  ninety  prisoners;  the  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four. 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were . $6,199  00 

The  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were .  5,876  13 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  for  the  support  of  ninety 
prisoners,  exceed  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  for 
the  support  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners .  322  87 


The  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were .  3,427  98 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were .  9,105  54 


The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  exceed  the  earnings  of  the 

New  Jersey  Prison .  5,677  56 


And  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  are  less  than  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison .  322  87 

This  is  the  view  which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  expenses  and  earnings 
of  the  Prison. 
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The  document,  from  which  the  above  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  E. 

Besides,  among  the  official  documents  returned  to  the  committee,  it  is  stated,  that 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  are  due  from  the  State 
to  the  convicts  for  overstint.  This,  however,  makes  no  part  of  the  trial  balance 
sheet,  as  it  ought,  if  it  is  due.  The  under  keepers  say  it  is  due,  the  principal  keeper 
says  it  is  not.  From  one  sheet  of  the  official  returns,  it  would  appear  to  be  due. 
From  the  other,  on  which  the  other  debts  of  the  institution  are  stated,  and  the  trial 
balance  sheet,  it  appears  not  to  be  due. 

One  of  the  inspectors  testifies,  “  that  the  accounts  do  not  show  exactly  the  amount 
made  or  lost.  He  understood  from  the  clerk,  that  there  were  outstanding  bills  not 
handed  in.  He  coincides  with  the  other  witnesses,  that  the  inventory  was  taken 
generally  by  the  keeper,  and  principally  by  copying  the  old  inventory,  so  that  the 
State  could  not  know  from  year  to  year  what  is  lost.”  Once  in  several  years  the 
inventory  would  be  taken  right.  By  this  mode  of  taking  the  inventory,  it  will  be 
perceived,  there  would  he  a  heavy  loss  all  at  once,  while  the  State  would  appear,  from 
year  to  year,  not  to  be  losing  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  annually. 


Of  the  Food,  Fuel,  Number  of  Officers,  Location,  and  Remedy  for 

Existing  Evils. 

The  principal  articles  of  food,  with  the  quantities  and  prices,  during  the  last 
year  were 

273  cwt.  2  qrs.  17  lbs.  of  rye  flour,  from  $1  62-4  to  2  50 


per  cwt . $449  51 

40  cwt.  corn  meal,  from  $1  to  1  124  per  cwt . 43  12 

Other  flour  and  meal  bought  by  the  bushel  and  barrel  .  .  101  37 


Total  cost  of  bread  stuff . $594  00 

6129  lbs.  of  beef,  from  3  to  3 A  cents  per  lb . $197  16 

4352  do.  pork,  from  44  to  5  cents .  206  61 

1969  do.  hogs’  heads,  from  24  to  3  cents . 48  10 

7500  herring,  at  $1  per  thousand .  7  50 

1  beefs  head .  . .  25 


.  .  $459  6S 

428  164 
53  124 


Total, . $481  29 

Recapitulation. 

44,699  lbs.  .  .  .  cost  .  .  .  $594  014 

12,450  “  ...  “  ...  451  874 

39,424  gills  ...  “  ...  428  164 

13,392  pints  ...  “  ...  53  12.| 


$1527  18 

Other  and  smaller  articles  of  food .  66  014 


Bread  stuffs 
Meats  .  . 

Molasses  . 
Potatoes  . 


Total  cost  of  meat . 

1232  gallons  of  molasses,  from  28  to  40  cents  per  gallon  . 
178  bushels  of  potatoes,  from  23  to  33  cents  per  bushel  . 


Total  expense  of  food . $1593  194 

The  proportion  of  each  article,  which  this  would 
give  to  each  man  daily,  estimating  the  number 

of  men  at  ninety,  is . 1  lb.  4  oz.  3-10  of  bread  stuffs. 

6  “  2-10  of  meat. 

1  gill  2-10  of  molasses. 

1  gill  6-10  of  potatoes. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  molasses  costs  almost  as  much  as  the  meat,  and  eight 
times  as  much  as  the  vegetables.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  that  this  is  out  of 
all  just  proportion  ;  that  the  molasses  should  be  diminished  from  one  gill  and  2-10 
to  4  a  gill,  which  would  save  on  the  molasses  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars 
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76  cents  annually ;  that  the  sum,  thus  saved  on  the  molasses,  be  expended  for 
beef,  so  far  as  to  make  the  ration  of  beef  one  half  more  than  it  now  is.  The  allow¬ 
ance  of  beef  the  last  year  has  been  only  three  ounces  to  each  man  per  day,  the  cost 
of  which  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  16  cents.  The  change  we 
recommend  is,  that  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  76  cents,  saved 
on  molasses,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  16  cents,  be  expended  to  pur¬ 
chase  beef,  which  will  give  six  ounces  of  beef  instead  of  three  ounces.  This  dim¬ 
inution  of  molasses,  and  increase  of  beef,  will  enable  the  men  to  work  with  more 
strength,  and  we  shall  still  have  forty-two  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  molasses; 

We  recommend  further,  that  the  Indian  meal  be  diminished  from  6  ounces  and 
6-10  per  day  to  4  ounces.  The  men,  many  of  them,  complain  that  they  have  too 
much  mush  and  molasses.  This  will  save  forty-four  dollars  annually  on  the  mush. 
That  the  money  thus  saved  shall  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which  will  increase  the 
quantity  of  potatoes  from  one  gill  and  6-10  to  three  gills. 

We  recommend  also,  that  the  rye  flour  be  diminished  from  14  ounces  and  9-10  to 
12  ounces,  which  will  save  on  this  article  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  ;  that  thirty- 
eight  dollars  and  40  cents  of  the  sum  thus  saved  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which 
will  increase  the  allowance  of  potatoes  to  one  pint;  and  that  the  remaining  seventy- 
one  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  rye  flour,  together  with  the  forty-two  dollars  60 
cents  saved  on  the  molasses,  be  expended  for  beef,  which  will  increase  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  beef  to  eight  ounces  per  day,  by  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  State  on  the 
provisions,  nineteen  dollars  24  cents,  annually. 

Any  two  men  in  the  weave  shop,  on  the  custom  work,  in  consideration  of  this 
change  and  improvement  in  the  ration,  may  easily  make  up  this  deficiency,  by  the 
additional  work  performed.  The  ration,  when  changed,  will  stand  thus  per  day: — 
%  lb.  rye  flour,  and  ^  lb.  corn  meal,  £  lb.  beef,  and  3  ounces  of  pork,  1  pint  of  po¬ 
tatoes,  and  ^  a  gill  of  molasses ;  and  the  smaller  items,  salt,  &c.  amounting  to  $66  01£ 
unaltered. 

This  ration  would  nearly  resemble  the  ration  in  those  Prisons  where  the  men 
more  than  support  themselves. 

The  fuel  required  in  the  Prison,  as  it  is  now  constructed,  amounted  last  year  to 
one  hundred  and  one  cords  and  a  half  of  wood,  twelve  and  a  half  tons  of  stone 
coal,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  an  expense  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  93  cents.  Eight  stoves  are  used  to  warm  forty 
night  rooms,  while,  in  a  properly  constructed  Prison,  two  stoves  would  warm  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Twenty-two  fires  are  used  to  warm  the  whole  establishment, 
and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  committee  do  not  see  how  any  of  these  fires 
can  be  dispensed  with ;  while,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  the  committee  are 
convinced,  from  the  returns  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  that  the  number  of 
fires  required  is  so  much  less  as  to  diminish  the  expense  in  the  article  of  fuel  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars  annually. 

The  number  of  officers  required  in  this  Prison,  to  promote  a  wholesome  discipline, 
must  be,  according  to  the  testimony  which  the  committee  has  received,  seven, 
where  there  are  now  but  three  ;  that  is,  an  increase  of  four,  at  four  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  each.  This  would  increase  the  expenses  sixteen  hundred  dollars  annu¬ 
ally,  while  the  present  number  of  officers,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  would  se¬ 
cure  a  better  discipline  than  the  number  thus  increased  in  the  old  Prison.  The 
difference  of  expense,  then,  in  the  old  Prison,  and  in  a  new  and  well  constructed 
Prison,  as  to  the  number  of  officers  and  the  fuel,  would  be  one  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  annually,  or  the  interest  of  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  dollars — a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Prison. 

The  location  is  unfavorable  for  business.  No  man  would  think  of  selecting  that 
as  a  good  place  for  the  transaction  of  a  large  business.  If  Trenton  is  the  town  for 
the  Prison,  the  present  site  is  not  the  place  for  it.  It  is  without  natural  advantages. 
It  was  put  where  it  is,  because  a  man  gave  the  land  to  build  it  on.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  least  difference  between  the  expense  of  transacting  the  business  of  the 
Prison  where  it  is,  and  in  town,  would,  be  three  hundred  dollars  annually.  The 
Prison,  then,  with  its  present  location  and  construction,  has  physical  disadvantages, 
viz.  :  on  the  location,  annually,  $300  ;  on  fuel,  $300  ;  and  on  the  number  of  offi¬ 
cers,  $1600;  which  would  make  a  difference  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  between  the  old  Prison  and  a  new  one,  which  is  the  interest  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars — a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Prison. 

These  considerations  are  entirely  independent  of  the  greater  security,  industry, 
and  more  productive  labor,  which  can  be  secured  in  a  new  Prison  ;  by  breaking  tip 
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the  traffic,  combinations  in  viliany,  attempts  to  escape,  riots,  fighting,  gambling, 
making  cards  and  counterfeit  coin.  The  committee  see  no  reason  why  these  evils 
cannot  be  removed  in  New  Jersey  as  well  as  in  Connecticut,  nor  why  the  State 
Prison  in  New  Jersey,  like  that  in  Connecticut,  should  not,  instead  of  being  an  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  State  of  five  thousand  dollars  annually,  be  a  source  of  income  of  three 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

The  directors  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut  say,  in  their  last  report  to  the 
Legislature,  “  We  found  a  system  in  operation  at  the  old  Prison,  which  had,  for  ten 
years  previous  to  its  abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  State  an  expense  of  $84,634  05 
over  and  above  its  earnings,  which  sum  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury;  being 
an  average  deficit  of  more  than  $8,400  per  annum.  We  found  the  moral  results  of 
the  system  to  be  more  unfortunate  than  the  pecuniary,  and  that  all  its  tendencies 
were  to  debase  and  corrupt  the  convict.  The  new  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  first  of  April  last,  after  defraying  every  expense  for  its  management  and  sup¬ 
port,  has  earned  to  the  State  $3,229  41  ;  making  a  difference  to  the  State,  between 
the  old  and  new  Prison,  of  $11,629  41  annually — an  annuity  more  than  sufficient,  in 
three  years,  to  cover  the  expense  of  building  the  new  Prison. 

“  The  results  of  the  experiment,”  say  the  directors,  “  are  now  before  the  public. 
We  can  truly  say,  they  have  exceeded  our  highest  anticipations,  both  as  it  respects 
their  moral  and  pecuniary  character.” 

Your  committee  have  yet  to  learn  why  such  results  cannot  be  realized  in  New 
Jersey,  as  well  as  in  Connecticut. 

Thus  the  committee  on  the  State  Prison  has  endeavored  to  submit  the  facts,  in 
the  case  now  before  them,  in  a  full  and  impartial  manner.  These  have  produced, 
in  the  minds  of  the  committee,  an  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  construction  of  the 
Prison  is  altogether  wrong,  and  does  not  admit  of  being  essentially  corrected  in  the 
old  establishment.  The  discipline,  in  consequence,  in  great  part,  of  the  construc¬ 
tion,  may  be  called  disorder  rather  than  discipline.  The  escapies  have  been,  so  far 
as  our  knowledge  extends,  without  a  parallel,  principally  in  consequence  of  the 
imperfection  of  the  buildings.  The  punishments,  from  the  same  disadvantages  in 
construction,  have  been  very  severe,  to  prevent  riots,  insurrections,  and  escapes. 
The  committee  greatly  lament  the  facts  in  evidence,  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 
The  deaths  are  more  numerous  than  they  would  be  in  a  Prison  well  constructed 
and  well  ventilated.  The  recommitments  are  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  convicts  ;  and  the  cases  of  reformation,  few  or  none  ;  because  the  men  are 
associated  together  day  and  night  for  purposes  of  mutual  corruption  ;  and  this 
cannot  be  pr evented  in  these  buildings. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the  establishment  is  very  heavy,  and  this  too,  in  great 
part,  because  the  men  cannot  be  kept  at  their  business. 

The  difficulties  among  the  officers  are  greatly  to  be  lamented.  If  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Prison  is  such,  that  the  prisoners  provoke  the  under  officers,  because 
they  do  not  stay  in  their  places,  and  mind  their  business,  and  the  under  officers  pro¬ 
voke  the  principal  keeper  because  they  do  not  stay  in  their  places  and  mind  their 
business  ;  this  is  no  sufficient  excuse  for  passion,  profane  swearing,  and  wran¬ 
gling  among  the  officers  ;  these  things  should  have  no  place  in  this  public  insti¬ 
tution,  which  has  written  over  its  door,  “  The  New  Jersey  Penitentiary.” 

We  have  recommended  an  alteration  in  the  food  of  the  prisoners,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  more  health  and  strength  to  labor,  without  any  considerable  addi¬ 
tional  expense  for  food  to  the  State  ;  and  we  think  we  have  shown,  that  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference, necessarily, of  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  between  the  expense 
of  supporting  the  old  Prison,  and  a  new  one,  in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  fuel, 
and  the  number  of  officers  required  in  the  old  Prison,  and  the  inconvenience  of  its 
localion.  In  this  connexion,  we  think  we  have  shown,  also,  from  the  example  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  how  the  State  of  JVew  Jersey  can  save,  in  a  few  years,  by 
building  a  new  Prison,  a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of 
its  construction. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend,  with  entire  unanimity ,  the  building  of  a 
new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  in  JVew  York,  and  at  Weth¬ 
ersfield,  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  Prisou  Discipline 
Society  at  Boston  has  appropriated  and  expended  in  our  State  Prison,  for  the  purpose 
of  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars, 
in  different  sums  and  at  different  periods,  which  amount,  they  recommend,  should 
he  refunded  to  the  Society. 
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In  concluding  the  Report,  the  committee  consider  themselves  bound  to  acknowledge 
publicly  the  great  benefit  and  advantage  which  they  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
Louis  Dwight,  the  secretary  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Boston. 

His  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  thing  touching  the  subject  of  Prison  disci¬ 
pline,  and  the  information  which  the  committee  has  derived  from  him,  have  greatly 
facilitated  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  and  highly  merit  the 
thanks  of  the  Legislature. 

4'  Howell,  l  Committee  of  Council. 

Amzi  Dodd,  )  J 

Charles  Hillard,  "| 

Littleton  Kirkpatrick,  !  Committee  of 

Ferdinand  S.  Schenck,  f  Assembly. 

Isaac  Hinchman,  J 


Document  (B,) 


Showing  the  number  of  prisoners  who  are  supposed  to  have  died  in  consequence 
of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells  for  disobedience,  &c. 


William  Thomas,  died  17  December,  1809 


Thomas  Steward,  “ 

John  O.  Brian,  “ 

William  Bower,  “ 

John  Brown,  “ 

Tunis  Cole,  “ 

Aaron  Strattain,  “ 

Thomas  Somes,  “ 

Pomp  Cisco,  “ 

Peter  Marks,  “ 


23  July,  1811. 

6  Sept.  1823. 

25  April,  1816. 

10  Sept.  1821. 

22  August,  1822. 
20  Nov.  1827. 

29  Nov.  1827. 

29  Sept.  1828. 

29  Feb.  1820. 


Document  (D,) 

New  Jersey  Treasury  Department,  ) 
Trenton,  Jan.  30th,  1830.  ) 

To  His  Excellency  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Esq. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  this  morning,  I 
herewith  annex  a  statement,  showing  the  general  as  well  as  the  annual  operation 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  on  this  department,  from  1797,  the  time  the  first 
appropriation  was  made  for  its  erection,  up  to  1829,  inclusive.  The  statement  in¬ 
cludes  all  expenses  incurred  in  transportation  of  prisoners,  costs  of  prosecution, 
erection  of  Prison,  officers’  salaries,  &c.  &c.,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  annual 
average  loss  is  about  five  thousand  dollars;  the  whole  loss  being  $164,963  01.  It 
will  also  appear  by  the  statement,  that  in  1809,  1810,  1812,  and  1813,  there  were 
balances  in  favor  of  the  Prison.  These  results  did  not  arise  from  the  operation  of 
the  Prison  in  any  of  those  years.  They  grew  out  of  the  sales  of  articles  manufactured 
in  former  years.  From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I 
think  myself  safe  in  saying,  that  the  Prison  has  not  supported  itself  in  any  one  year 
since  its  erection.' 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Parker. 


Statement  as  follows  : 


1797.  Paid  Prison  agent . $14,327  18 

1798.  “  “  «  13,545  92 

1799.  “  “  “  13,285  45 
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1800. 

Paid  keeper . 

03 

1801. 

tt 

a 

.  5,079 

27 

1802. 

a 

ti 

13 

1803. 

it 

a 

.  7,862 

86 

21,776 

29 

1804. 

tt 

ti 

38 

1305. 

a 

tt 

.  2,856 

95 

6,036 

33 

$68,968 

17 

1806. 

a 

tt 

. $2,607 

29 

1807. 

tt 

tt 

.  1,834 

65 

1808. 

a 

tt 

.  2,486 

73 

6,978 

67 

$75,946 

84 

Cr. 

1809. 

By 

received  from  keeper.  . . 

. $5,146 

21 

1810. 

a 

it  it 

“  .  .  . 

. 8,910 

50 

1812. 

tt 

tt  tt 

it 

. 1,264 

84 

1813. 

it 

it  ft 

it 

25 

16,059 

80 

Balance  against  the  Prison 

$59,887 

04 

Dr. 

1811. 

To 

paid  keeper. . . 

34 

1814. 

it  it 

50 

1815. 

it 

tt  tt 

.  3,980 

00 

1816. 

it 

tt  ti 

.  6,354 

55 

1817. 

tt 

it  tt 

75 

1818. 

tt 

it  tt 

.  9,859 

24 

1819. 

it 

tt  tt 

.  6,065 

61 

1820. 

it 

it  tt 

.  1,872 

50 

1821. 

it 

tt  it 

84 

58,651 

33 

1822. 

a 

ti  tt 

00 

Transportation, 

&c . 

49 

7,483 

49 

1823. 

To 

paid  keeper. . . 

.  3,725 

00 

Transportation, 

&c . 

27 

6,465 

27 

1824. 

tt 

paid  keeper. . . 

.  6,331 

00 

Transportation, 

&c . 

.  2,160 

31 

8,491 

31 

1825. 

tt 

paid  keeper  . . 

00 

T  ransportation 

43 

-  4,794 

43 

1826. 

a 

paid  keeper. . . 

00 

Transportation, 

&c . 

.  1,654 

89 

3,679 

89 

1827. 

tt 

paid  keeper. . . 

.  2,987 

50 

Transportation 

24 

4,777 

74 

1828. 

it 

paid  keeper. . . 

37 

Transportation, 

8lc . 

.  2,818 

94 

5,848 

31 

1829. 

it 

paid  keeper. . . 

48 

Transportation, 

&c . 

.  1,759 

52 

4,885 

00 

Total. . . 

81 
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Document  (E.) 

New  Jersey  Prison — 90  Prisoners,  1S29. 


Expenses. 

Provisions . $1,593  19| 

Clothing . 507  17 

Incidentals . 345  12J 

Furniture . 18  154 

Repairs . 65  94 

Fuel . 513  93 

Profit  and  Loss  Account . 38  00 


$3,081  50 \ 

Pay  of  officers .  3,117  50 


$6,199  00| 


Earnings. 

Nail  Factory . $10  07£ 

Cooper  Shop .  15  73§ 

Plaster . 355  35 

Sundry  Account . 126  88 

Shoe  Shop,  or  Cordwainers .  .1 ,106  93J 

Weaving  Account . 1,708  91 

Stone  sawing  Account . 29  32 

Interest  Account . 75  67£ 


$3,427  98 
3,081  50 


$346  48 


Connecticut  Prison — 134  Prisoners,  1829. 


Expenses, 

Provision . $1,863  03 

Clothing  and  Bedding . 49j>  20 

Fuel  and  Incidental^ 

Expenses  including  I  . 3  378  78 

the  Salary  ot  the  [ 

Officers  J 

Hospital . 139  12 


$5,876  13 
Earnings  of 


Difference 


Smith’s  Shop. . . . . 
Cooper’s  Shop. . . . 
Shoe  Shop. . .  —  . 

Nail  Shop . 

Carpenter’s  Shop. 

Tailor’s  Shop . 

Labor  of  Lumpers 


Connecticut 
N.  Jersey 


Earnings. 

$474  39 
1,258  88 
3,540  62 
1,771  64 
1,363  72 
. . . 15  84 
..  .49  35 
614  58 


$9,105  54 
, .3,427  98 


5,677  56 


Expenses  of  N.  Jersey  more  than  Connecticut . $  322  86J 

Earnings  of  “  less  than  “  . 5,677  56 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Miller,  Warden  of  Maine  State  Prison,  dated 
Thomaston,  April  20,  1830. 

“  Since  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  (July  1,  1828,)  a  convenient  build¬ 
ing  has  been  erected  for  female  convicts,  enclosed  by  a  yard,  so  as  to  exclude  them 
entirely  from  the  view  of  the  males.  In  the  summer  of  1828,  twenty  additional 
cells  were  erected  on  the  west  wing  of  the  Prison.  The  moral  and  religious  in¬ 
struction  imparted  to  the  convicts  has  been  limited  to  one  short  sermon  each  Sab¬ 
bath,  until,  the  last  summer,  a  Sabbath  School  was  established  at  the  Prison.  I 
have  this  day  written  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.,  warden  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  requesting  him  to  forward  me  his  views  on  the  subject  of  books,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  instruction,  classing  the  convicts,  branches  taught,  &c.  Could  you 
find  time  and  opportunity  to  send  me  your  views  on  the  same  subject,  I  should  es¬ 
teem  it  a  treasure  worth  preserving.  I  think  of  becoming  a  member  of  your  valu¬ 
able  Prison  Discipline  Society,  (if  found  worthy.)  I  shall  send  to  the  Sabbath 
School  Union  Depository  in  Boston  for  the  books  for  the  school  and  library.  I  find 
it  difficult  to  ascertain,  with  accuracy,  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  intemper¬ 
ate  drinkers  when  committed ;  but  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  ascertain 
the  fact  as  near  as  possible,  and  am  confident  that  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that 
more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  crimes,  for  which  the  convicts  are  now  suffering  im¬ 
prisonment  in  this  Prison,  may  he  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  an  intem¬ 
perate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Of  the  ninety-one  convicts  now  in  Prison,  sev¬ 
enteen  were  unable  to  read  when  committed.” 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  John  H.  Cotton,  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Prison,  dated  Windsor,  Vermont,  May  5,  1830. 

“  We  have  preaching  and  other  religious  exercises  on  the  Lord’s  day,  and  a 
school  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  come  in  destitute  of  any  education,  contain¬ 
ing,  upon  an  average,  for  the  year,  fifteen  scholars. 

As  far  as  information  can  be  obtained,  in  relation  to  the  habits  of  the  convicts 
previous  to  their  coming  to  Prison,  the  generality  of  them  acknowledge,  that  the 
too  free  use  of  ardent  spirits  was  the  great  cause  of  the  commission  of  the  crimes 
for  which  they  were  convicted.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  dated  Balti¬ 
more,  April  17,  1830. 

“  The  keeper  regrets  that  the  copy  of  your  Reports,  which  you  mention  as 
having  sent,  did  not  reach  him.  It  should  have  arrived  at  the  same  time  with  your 
letter,  but  must  have  miscarried.  Your  letter  was,  however,  laid  before  the  direc¬ 
tors,  a  few  days  since,  at  their  monthly  meeting;  and  they  have  authorized  a  sub¬ 
scription  for  one  hundred  copies.  The  amount  may  be  collected  either  through 
any  one  of  the  banks  in  this  city,  by  a  draft  upon  me  as  clerk  of  the  Penitentiary, 
or  transmitted  by  mail,  at  your  option.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  P.  Parsons,  Keeper  of  the  Virginia  Peniten¬ 
tiary,  dated  Richmond,  May  26,  1830. 

“  The  improvements  made  since  the  building  was  rebuilt,  in  1S24,  consist  in  al¬ 
tering  the  cells,  directed  by  the  law  of  1824,  from  dark  and  close  solitude,  to  light 
and  more  airy  ones.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the  hospital  of  some  importance, 
though  this  department  is  still  very  far  short  of  the  most  desirable  change  to  com¬ 
plete  the  system.  From  the  hospital  flows  a  very  immoral  influence,  after  sepa¬ 
rating  convicts  at  night ;  and  I  question  much  whether  it  is  not  a  mockery  upon 
the  police  to  have  a  hospital  where  the  patients  are  associated,  day  and  night,  with¬ 
out  restraint, — the  bad,  and  the  worse  than  bad,  the  subject  of  flattering  expecta¬ 
tion  of  reformation,  and  the  irreclaimable,  all  grouped  together ;  the  one  instructed  to 
think  contemptuously  of  the  justice  of  that  punishment  calculated  to  reform,  and  ren¬ 
der  him  useful  to  himself  and  country,  wThile  the  other  has  the  strongest  inducement 
to  feign  himself  sick,  to  be  transferred  to  the  place  of  all  others  the  most  congenial 
with  his  wishes.  W e  rarely  have  a  scheme  of  villany,  or  improper  conduct  of  any 
kind,  that  is  unconnected  with  the  hospital.  A  greater  subdivision  of  the  rooms 
has  enabled  us,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  to  separate  all  the  prisoners  when  not 
at  labor,  (except  in  the  hospital.) 

The  moral  and  religious  instruction  consists  in  furnishing  each  convict  with  a 
Bible  and  other  -books  calculated  to  improve  the  mind,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
superintendent,  and  occasionally  preaching  by  the  ministers  of  different  societies. 
We  have  no  room  large  enough  to  assemble  the  convicts  in ;  and,  when  assembled,  it 
is  in  the  open  yard.  It  is  therefore  in  good  weather  only  that  we  can  have  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  those  disposed  to  aid  us  in  the  work  of  reformation.  If  I  had  a  printed  copy 
of  my  report  to  the  governor  at  the  close  of  last  year,  I  would  send  it ;  but  as  I  have 
not,  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  it,  on  this  subject. 

‘  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  remarking,  that,  notwithstanding  the  Prison  is  in 
beau'ifil  order,  under  a  good  and  efficient  police,  I  consider  it  defective  in  a  moral 
point  of  view  ;  believing,  as  I  do,  that,  while  government  is  punishing  offenders,  to 
the  terror  of  evil  doers,  and  to  correct  their  moral  habits,  it  should  extend  the  cor¬ 
rection  to  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  so  far  as  to  give  those  entirely  destitute  of 
education  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  transact  the  common  business  of  life.  This 
instruction  I  would  not  extend  beyond  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  as  far  as 
the  rule  of  three.  Was  there  a  suitable  place  erected  for  a  chapel,  the  convicts 
might  receive  moral  and  religious  in 'traction,  without  adding  to  the  expenses  of 
the  institution.  A  school  would  be  organized  for  the  instruction  of  those  without 
education,  and  such  of  the  charitable  and  benevolent  ministers  of  the  gospel,  of  the 
various  denominations  of  Christians,  as  are  induced  to  administer  counsel  to  the 
convicts,  would  have  a  comfortable  room  to  meet  in.’ 

We  have  but  little  sickness  except  such  as  has  been  contracted  before  conviction ; 
mostly  consumption  of  the  pulmonary  character,  and  the  dropsy,  having  their  ori¬ 
gin  generally  in  intemperance  and  dissipation.  Of  the  number  confined  at  this 
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time,  there  are  thirty-two  that  have  been  hard  drinkers ;  there  are  seventy-six 
that  cannot  read  and  write,  twenty  of  which  are  colored.  Some  are  well  informed, 
and  in  general  the  most  incorrigible  villains,  which  proves  to  my  mind,  that 
where  a  man  has  had  good  instruction,  with  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  well,  and 
departs  from  correct  principles,  and  continues  in  bad  habits,  he  becomes  more  hard¬ 
ened,  and  is  the  object  of  less  hope,  than  he  who  has  not  had  the  same  opportunity.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  B.  Leonard,  Keeper  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary ,  dated 

Columbus,  April  28,  1830. 

li  Our  Prison  has  always  been  a  sinking  institution,  to  the  amount  of  near  $10,000, 
annually.  The  Prison-yard,  buildings,  &c.,  occupy  about  one  and  an  half  acresof,. 
ground.  We  have  not  shops  sulficient  to  employ  more  than  eighty  men,  and  no 
room  in  the  yard  for  building  any  more,  leaving  seventy  men  constantly  unem¬ 
ployed.  I  have  been  in  the  establishment  only  since  the  first  of  March  ;  conse¬ 
quently  my  knowledge  is  limited  ;  but,  from  wbat  I  have  discovered,  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  must  abandon  the  system,  or  extend  the  Prison,  and  make  arrangements 
for  solitary  confinement  at  night. 

You  inquire  how  many  have  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  From 
an  inquiry  made  of  each  individual,  separate  and  apart  from  any  other,  last  Novem¬ 
ber,  it  appeared  that  about  four  fifths  were  more  or  less  addicted  to  drinking  spirits, 
and  that  dissipation  was  principally  the  cause  of  their  crimes. 

Of  the  present  number  in  the  Prison,  about  two  thirds  of  the  number  can  read, 
and  about  one  half  can  write.  As  regards  improvements,  none  of  any  consequence 
have  been  made  of  late.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Scott,  Keeper  of  the  Kentucky  Penitentiary,  dat¬ 
ed  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  July  8,  1830. 

“  It  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  you  felt  an  interest  in  the  state  of  Pen¬ 
itentiaries  and  of  Penitentiary  discipline  in  the  western  country. 

The  Kentucky  Penitentiary  was  established  by  law  in  the  year  1798,  in  the  town 
of  Frankfort,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  Kentucky  river.  The  exte¬ 
rior  wall  is  built  of  rough  slone,  and  is  twenty-six  feet  in  height.  The  outer  wall 
encloses  about  two  acres  of  ground,  in  the  form  of  a  paraPelogram.  The  principal 
buildings  are  a  three-story  brick  house,  used  as  an  office  and  store-house  ;  a  three- 
story  brick  building,  about  eighty  feet  long,  containing  nine  rooms,  used  as  work¬ 
shops,  &c. ;  a  two-story  brick  building,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  open 
above  and  below,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  used  as  work-shops;  also  a  two-story 
stone  building,  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  divided  in  the  centre  by  a  passage 
running  from  one  end  to  the  other,  above  and  below,  on  the  sides  of  which  are  one 
hundred  single  cells,  each  about  seven  feet  long,  four  feet  broad,  and  seven  feet 
high,  used  as  dormitories  for  the  prisoners.  The  cells  are  kept  white  and  clean. 

Many  of  the  partitions  have  been  torn  away,  in  order  to  make  the  work-shops  as 
large  as  possible,  and  to  confine  the  prisoners,  when  at  work,  within  view  of  the 
officers. 

The  prisoners  are  lodged,  from  dark  to  day-light,  in  separate  cells,  which  are  light¬ 
ed  and  aii  ed  by  means  of  two  grated  windows,  one  on  each  side  of  the  cell.  They 
lie  upon  beds  stuffed  with  straw  or  shavings,  with  covering  suitable  to  the  season. 
The  cells  are  without  fire.  The  cells  are  swept  daily,  and  washed  weekly. 

A  physician  is  employed,  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  annum.  The  Prison  is  entirely 
destitute  of  a  hospital  and  nurse,  as  they  are  but  little  needed  :  sickness  and  death 
being  rare  among  the  prisoners.  In  the  last  five  years,  one  prisoner  has  been  shot 
by  the  guard,  one  has  been  stabbed  by  his  fellow  prisoner,  one  has  been  hung,  and 
one  has  died  of  a  disease  under  which  he  had  been  long  laboring. 

There  are  now  in  this  Prison  two  black  and  ninety-five  white  perrons,  all  males. 
About  forty-six  lost  their  parents  before  they  were  sixteen  years  old  ;  about  thirty 
of  them  cannot  read  ;  eighteen  or  twenty  have  been  habitual  drunkards,  and  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  attribute  their  confinement,  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  to  intemperance.” 


